
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 
European Carp 
 
One of the pet hates of inland fishermen and river users is the dreaded European Carp species of fish. 
Whilst initially introduced into the Melbourne Botanic Gardens in 1859 , the Australian Centre for 
Invasive Species Solutions reports that the introduction of what is referred to the ‘Boolara’ strain of carp 
to the Murray–Darling Basin system in the early 1960’s is thought to be the catalyst for the massive 
expansion of carp in Australia. Some of the ‘Boolara’ strain carp were initially released in Gippsland, 
Victoria in the early 1960s. By 1964, carp were reported near Mildura and over the next five (5) years 
they had spread from this source into the Murray–Darling system. The heavy flooding of the Murray–
Darling Basin in 1974/1975 (and again in 1993) also helped the rapid spread of carp throughout the 
basin.  
 
Regardless of their history, carp have well and truly invaded basically all freshwater river systems across 
Australia, except for in the Northern Territory. They are an invasive species that cause significant 
environmental damage by muddying water, destroying aquatic plants, and outcompeting native fish for 
resources. 
 
Following a request for support from the Murray Darling Association, Council at its September 2025 
meeting held on Monday this week considered a Mayoral Minute proposing that Council provide its in 
principle support for the funding and implementation by the Australian Government of the National 
Carp Control Plan (NCCP) and its recommendations.  
 
This Plan, developed by the Government’s Fisheries Research and Development Corporation, was 
provided to the relevant Minister in September 2022. It is the culmination of six (6) years of work which 
provides an extensive body of research and analysis to inform decision making about the potential use 
of the Carp Virus for biological control of European Carp in Australia.  
 
Whilst I was hopeful that biological control of Carp would see the species eradicated from our rivers, I 
was disappointed to learn from the National Carp Control Plan that biological control “using a virus will 
not eradicate carp, nor will it provide a stand-alone solution for controlling carp in perpetuity.” 
 
Implementing carp biocontrol could achieve the following national outcomes and opportunities:  
 

• reduced environmental damage caused by carp,  
• a ‘window of opportunity’ during which ecological restoration measures could be implemented 

to benefit native fish and aquatic habitats while carp impacts are reduced, and  
• an opportunity to develop and refine other carp control measures that could then be deployed 

against carp populations reduced by viral disease.” 
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In his Mayoral Minute, Mayor Lachie expresses the view that he considers efforts to reduce the damage 
caused to the river system by European Carp should be a higher priority than the provision of fishways 
along the Darling-Barwon river system that State and Federal Governments are currently pursuing. He 
makes a very good point, with Council supportive of his recommendations to support the initiatives of 
the Murray Darling Association. 
 
Rest Areas 
 
In late 2024, the Far North West Joint Organisation, which comprises the councils of Bourke, Cobar and 
Walgett, undertook a study to identify priority sites across both the State and Regional road network 
across the JO area, with a view to improving safety and amenities for both the travelling public and 
heavy vehicle operators.  
 
20 potential rest areas sites were identified on State Roads in the Bourke Shire, on either the Kidman 
Way (MR421), Mitchell Highway (HW7) and Kamilaroi Highway (HW29). These identified sites have been 
provided to Transport for NSW with a view to the development of additional rest areas on these 
highways, given that TfNSW is responsible for this category of road. In respect of Regional Roads in the 
Shire, for which Council is responsible, five (5) potential rest area sites on three (3) regional roads have 
been identified in the Plan. In this regard, three (3) potential sites were identified on the Bourke - 
Wilcannia Road (MR 68S), along with a potential site on both the Bourke - Milparinka Road (MR 405) 
and on the Dowling Track at Yantabulla. 
 
At its meeting last week, Council resolved to initially seek funding for the development of a rest area on 
the Dowling Track (Hungerford Road), at a site near the Yantabulla RFS Shed. This road was chosen as 
there is currently no other rest area between Bourke and Hungerford. 
 
Council’s determinations in respect of the provision of additional rest areas coincides with TfNSW’s 
Rural Road Safety Month, which is promoting the issue of driver fatigue reminding drivers to always get 
enough sleep before driving and to take regular rest breaks and pull over in a safe place if tired. 
 
As part of their fatigue campaign, TfNSW are messaging that: 
 

• Fatigue-related crashes can happen on any trip, no matter how long or short or what time of 
day. 

• Think about how tired you are before you drive, recognise the early warning signs when driving, 
and know what to do to avoid driving tired. 

• Fatigue-related crashes are almost three times as likely to be fatal than crashes not involving 
fatigue. 

• Being awake for 17 hours has a similar effect on driving performance as a blood alcohol content 
(BAC) of 0.05. 

 
With many of the roads surrounding Bourke and beyond being lined with trees, falling asleep at the 
wheel and drifting off the road into a tree will undoubtedly result in a fatal outcome. Its an old adage 
…………“Stop, Revive, Survive.” 
 
The Quokkas 
 
Most people would relate quokkas, a small, mostly nocturnal marsupial once described by an early  
Dutch explorer as “a kind of rat”, to Rottnest Island in WA.  
 



However, in 2025 the Quokkas are also a five-piece band of professional musicians from different 
cultural backgrounds and physical abilities. Their music celebrates all people and aims to help the next 
generations of Aussie children explore the whole world and its people as the band members and their 
songs break down barriers and strive for inclusiveness. 
 
The Quokkas are living proof that no matter your culture, appearance, ability or background, everyone 
can live their dream, and they are coming to Darling Park in Bourke on Tuesday 14 October 2025. 
Appearing courtesy of CatholicCare Wilcannia-Forbes, the concert commences at 11.00am.  
 
Youth Crime 
 
The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOSCAR) recently released its latest quarterly update 
for the period ending July 2025. The report notes that property-related offences in regional NSW have 
dropped by 8.9 per cent over the past two years to July 2025, with the Far West region, which includes 
Bourke, seeing a 22 per cent fall. 
 
Across Regional NSW, crimes like break and enter, robbery, stealing from cars and malicious damage 
have all decreased by at least 7 per cent. Again, the Far West region recorded a significant drop in break 
and enters, motor vehicle thefts and stealing from cars, with some reductions exceeding 30 per cent.  
 
Whilst I don’t dispute the veracity of the figures, they don’t necessarily appear to reflect the high 
number of youth crime incidents across regional NSW that are reported in the main stream media. For 
instance, I was rather horrified to learn of the stabbing of 52 year old motel operator in Moree having 
allegedly being stabbed by a 13 year old who was reported to be on bail at the time of the incident. 
 
Police continue with their efforts under various high profile operations which have resulted in many 
arrests and charges. The Government has implemented new measures to make it harder for young 
repeat offenders to get bail. It is understood that youth detention numbers have increased as a result. 
In addition, the Government has initiated a review of doli incapax, the legal presumption of incapacity 
to understand wrong doing by children. Led by former Supreme Court Justice Geoffrey Bellew SC and 
former Deputy Commissioner of NSW Police, Jeff Loy APM, it will be interesting what outcomes the 
review arrives at.  
 
NRL 
 
Much has been written of late regarding the outcome of the recent Canberra Raiders v Brisbane Broncos 
Semi Final Game in the first week of the NRL’s Finals Series. Regardless of whether you think Reece 
Walsh should have been suspended for his head-butt to an opposing player, or not, what is very evident 
is how even each of this year's finals combatants are. On any given day, any of the remining teams could 
end up lifting the Premiership Trophy on the Sunday of the October long weekend.  
 
Quote: “They’ve set a precedent now, you're allowed to headbutt.” – Canberra Coach Ricky Stewart on 
the Reece Walsh incident in the Canberra and Broncos game. 
 
 
 
 
 


