BOURKE
SHIRE “From the

COUNCIL ,
General Manager’s Desk —

4 September 2025

Central Park Cenotaph

Along with Australia Day, | consider Anzac Day and Remembrance Day, being 25 April and 11 November
annually, to be amongst the most important days on the Australian calendar. Whilst | find all three (3)
ceremonies to be compelling, | find Anzac and Remembrance day ceremonies to be particularly so as
the community stops and takes the time to recognise all those who have served to protect our Nation
over many years. With these ceremonies in mind, | was happy to recently receive advice from the Hon
Matt Keogh MP, the Federal Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister for Defence Personnel, that
Councils application for grant funding under the “Saluting Their Service Commemorative Program” had
been successful.

In this regard, Council received a Community Grant of $10,000, the maximum amount under this
category of the Program. This funding will enable Council to relocate a twenty-five Pounder Gun to
Central Park, adjacent to the Cenotaph.

The “Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants Program” has been developed by the Federal
Government to commemorate the service and sacrifice of Australia’s service personnel who served in
wars, conflicts and peace operations, and their families. The intended outcome of the program is to
provide funding for projects and activities that promote an appreciation and understanding of the
experiences of service, and the role of service personnel; and to preserve, or increase awareness,
understanding or access to information about Australia’s wartime heritage. Projects and activities
relating to all wars, conflicts, peacekeeping operations and National Service are eligible under the
Program.

| look forward to the relocation of the gun as part of an overall understanding of both Bourke and the
Nations heritage.

Pedestrian Accidents

| have previously written about the high level of road fatalities, with NSW currently tracking towards the
worst road toll in 15 years. In terms of road users, AUSTROADS have noted that “pedestrians form the
largest single road-user group. Most individual trips, whatever the primary mode used, begin and/or
finish with a walk section, so that walking is a fundamental component of all travel.”

Notwithstanding AUSTROADS statement, | was still surprised to learn that pedestrian road deaths had
increased by 27 per cent across Australia for the 12 month period ending 31 July 2025. The figures are
worse when viewed over a four (4) year period with the number of pedestrians killed on Australia’s
roads having risen nearly 50% during that period. According to Federal Government statistics, there
were 205 pedestrian deaths in the twelve months leading up to 31 July 2025. This is more than 48%
higher than in 2021. Unfortunately, and whilst | quote statistics, these are actual people who have died.



Whilst the increase in pedestrian fatalities has bought with it calls for a greater focus on the safety of
vulnerable road users, | think that it’s fair to say that it’s easy to become complacent about
pedestrian safety, especially when on a familiar route. Taking risks and not being mindful on the
roads can have serious consequences. Transport for NSW promotes, that as a pedestrian “it’s
important to Stop. Look. Listen. Think.” The roads authority provides that we should use a safe
place to cross the road; look continuously both ways; listen for the sound of approaching traffic
and think whether it is safe to cross.

| would also add my own tip that as pedestrians we certainly need to stay alert. How many times
have we seen people on their mobile phones, obviously deep in conversation and oblivious to the
outside world, simply ignore what’s happening around them. They walk out onto a pedestrian
crossing without looking, or worse, simply ignore traffic signals at crossings and walk against the
traffic? Not good. The other issue in terms of staying alert relates to the plethora of electric bikes
that now operate on footpaths. It’s not so much an issue in Bourke, however, think of the walkway
out to North Bourke, along Tancred Drive. | have experienced a cyclist silently come up behind me
when walking and cruise past at high speed. It only takes a pedestrian to change direction at the
wrong time as an e-bike quietly passes by and a serious and painful incident can result.

Country Mayors Association

The Country Mayors Association (CMA), of which Council is a member, was particularly excited to recently
advise its rural and remote member councils that the NBN Co had signed an agreement with Amazon to
deliver high-speed, wholesale fixed broadband to customers in parts of regional, rural and remote
Australia via Project Kuiper’s low Earth orbit (LEO) satellite technology.

Project Kuiper is Amazon's satellite broadband business that seeks to provide fast, reliable internet to
customers around the world. Amazon is planning to launch its service in Australia from the middle of
2026. Once launched in Australia, NBN Co plans to offer wholesale residential-grade fixed LEO satellite
broadband services to more than 300,000 premises within its existing satellite footprint via participating
Retail Service Providers (RSPs).The agreement will see NBN Co transition from its existing geostationary
Sky Muster satellite service over the coming years and will complement NBN Co’s investments in fibre
and fixed wireless upgrades for regional Australia.

To achieve its goals, Project Kuiper will deploy thousands of satellites in low Earth orbit —connected to
each other by high-speed optical links that will create a mesh network in space—and linked to a global
network of antennas, fibre, and internet connection points on the ground. The initial satellite
constellation will include more than 3,200 satellites, which began deploying in April 2025, following its
first operational launch. There are currently 78 Kuiper satellites in orbit. Amazing.

Council Meeting

Council held its August Meeting last week. High on the agenda were two (2) important Mayoral Minutes
which related to the proliferation of National Parks across the far north west and the other related to
the delays in the roll out of the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence along the NSW and Queensland border. | will
concentrate on the National Parks issue in this week's column.

Council was in full agreement with the Mayors concerns about the amount of land that government is
acquiring across Bourke Shire, and beyond, for the purpose of National Park as opposed to use of the
land for grazing purpose. In buying the land, it would appear, in the main, that the government has paid
well above market value, doing little for those who aspire to own and operate their own pastoral
property in terms of accessing the market. Without ‘new blood’ taking on the challenge of buying and



operating their own property, the local economy is diminished, with the economic flow on of pastoral
activity being significant. Conversely, the economic benefit arising from the creation of new National
Parks in terms of tourism is not seen as been anywhere near the income derived to the community from
pastoral activity. Tourist visitation to new parks is not significant. As the Mayor noted, “Whilst the
‘outback’ is somewhat of a romantic notion to many, it unfortunately holds little desire for most tourists
given the difficulty of accessing the far west parks and comfort issues when they arrive.”

Bourke has previously been diminished through the actions of government. The implementation of the
CAP in 2006 saw irrigation entitlements slashed from a Shire-wide 523 GL back to 173 GL with no
compensation paid to affected owners. The impact of this action by government, and then further
buybacks including “Toorale”, have resulted in Bourke Shire loosing 22% of its population between the
census counts of 2001 and 2006. This was the third highest % drop in population of all LGA’s across
Australia, behind two remote areas in WA. There was a further reduction of 5% between 2006 and
2011, with a further 21% reduction between 2011 and 2022. Continuation of the Governments purchase
of land for National Parks is viewed by many in our Shire as having similar implications to Bourke as cuts
in the irrigation industry. | don’t disagree.

Council resolved that it write to the NSW Premier, and other Ministers, seeking a moratorium on any
further purchase of land for use as National Parks in the Far West of NSW until Government is able to
provide a business case to the community on the effect of such purchases on the Far West region of
NSW.

Quote: “My view is if somebody’s caught doing cocaine or leaning over snorting something, we’re
going to get rid of them.” Sydney Roosters Chairman, Nick Politis expressing his views on drugs in
the NRL.
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