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Macquarie Homestay

In the company of my fellow Bourke Rotarians, Lisa Crothers and Judy Hungerford, we had the pleasure
last Thursday to travel to Dubbo to officially deliver to Macquarie Homestay $100,000 in funds. The
funds, raised as a result of the Bourke Rotary Club, 2WEB Radiothon and Online Auction held on 19 July
2025, were graciously accepted by President of the Macquarie Homestay Board, Mr Andy Single.

In accepting the funds, Mr Single was glowing in his comments in respect of the generosity of the
residents of the Bourke Shire.

Community based facilities like Macquarie Homestay just don’t happen overnight. The initial impetus for
the Homestay came from Dawn Fardell MP in 2010/2011 when she was the Independent Member for
the State seat of Dubbo. Mrs Fardell was seeking accommodation solutions from Government for
women coming to Dubbo to await childbirth. Various options were explored and found unsuitable, but
the seed had been sown with the community then taking up the project in earnest.

It was six (6) year's later in August 2017 when the ceremonial first sod of dirt was turned and
construction of the first stage of Homestay was underway. The first guest, a maternity delivery from
Walgett, arrived on 9 January 2019.

As is evident from these dates, it takes a long time to bring like projects to reality and once they get
there, they need strong governance processes in place to ensure the longevity of the operations well
into the future. To the credit of Homestay, they have in place a nine (9) member governing board
structure. The board members bring with them extensive business and community experience and what
we see at Homestay today has a lot to do with their efforts as they pursue Homestay’s strategic mission
“to provide patients and their carers with accommodation while preparing for or post treatment in
Dubbo - providing a home away from home.”

Outback Arts

Outback Arts is a non-profit regional arts and cultural development organisation. They work with
individuals, organisations and government to generate, promote and advocate for the arts and creative
industries in the Far West region of NSW. They are part of a statewide regional network of regional arts
organisations.

The Outback Arts footprint services the seven (7) local government areas of Bogan, Bourke, Brewarrina,

Cobar, Coonamble, Walgett and Warren. The region covers an area of 163,886 kms and has a population
of 26,400. The Executive Director of Outback Arts is Jamie-Lea Trindall. Jamie-Lea was born and raised in
Coonamble and after finishing school spent five (5) years in Sydney where she graduated from the



College of Fine Arts, University of NSW, with a Bachelor of Art Education and a major in
Installation/Photography. Jamie-Lea is also the Chairperson of the Create NSW Aboriginal Arts and
Culture Artform Board.

Outback Arts also has a board to direct its operations with Councillor Maxime Nina being the
representative of Bourke Shire. In recent travels, Councillor Nina took the opportunity to call into
Outback Arts in Coonamble. As a result, Maxime provided me with an update as to what's happening in
the Outback Arts space, and in doing so encouraged a trip to Coonamble to experience the work of
Outback Arts as it strives to develop and support regional arts and programs across our region.

Amongst other activity, Maxime noted that Outback Arts had recently secured an increase in funding
through Create NSW through to 2028, being one of only three (3) organisations out of the fifteen state
wide regional arts groups. | would concur with Maxime’s comments to me that this is a wonderful
achievement.

Maxime also noted that during August the launch of Outback Outloud Season 4 took place. Outloud will
see a team of artists touring the western region to record interviews and deliver podcast workshops.
Sessions have already taken place in Enngonia, Louth, and Byrock, as well as locally at the Bourke
Yellowbelly Recording Studio.

August Council Meeting

In last week's Column, | noted that Council had recently held its August Meeting and that high on the
agenda were two (2) important Mayoral Minutes which related to the proliferation of National Parks
across the far north west and the other related to the delays in the roll out of the Wild Dog Exclusion
Fence along the NSW and Queensland border. | concentrated on the National Parks issue in last week's
column and will in this week's Column provide information about the Wild Dog Fence.

It was back in November 2019, when Bourke Shire Council hosted the then NSW Premier, the Hon
Gladys Berejiklian, and her Cabinet Ministers in what was viewed as a highly successful visit to Bourke,
which at the time was being crunched as a result of terrible drought conditions. High on Councils
agenda, as part of the community consultation component of the visit, was the impact of wild dogs on
graziers located in the north of the Bourke Shire, adjacent to the border with Queensland. | clearly
remember the then NSW Minister for Agriculture specifically meeting with graziers to hear first-hand of
the impact of wild dogs on these graziers and their livestock.

These meetings solidified the coalition governments March 2019 election commitment for the provision
of $37.5m in funding to extend the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence on the South Australian and Queensland
borders with NSW. On 30 September 2020, the then NSW Deputy Premier, the Hon John Barilaro and
the then NSW Minister for Agriculture and Western New South Wales, the Hon Adam Marshall,
attended Hungerford to perform a sod turning ceremony as part of the commencement of works to
extend the wild dog exclusion fence along the Queensland and South Australia borders. The fencing
extension proposal comprised:

¢ 420km of fencing extending east to Mungindi, along the Queensland and New South Wales
border; and

¢ 322km south to the Murray River, along the South Australia and New South Wales border.



At the time of this sod turning, it was advised that the project cost was confirmed at $37.5 million, that
works “will be completed by 2022” and once complete, the NSW Border Wild Dog Fence would be 1,325
kilometres long.

Whilst there was considerable excitement at the prospect of this 742 km extension being undertaken
and completed in 2022, the unfortunate reality is that apart from a 15km pilot fence on the
NSW/Queensland Border, east of Hungerford, the only other work completed to date is a 32km
extension to the NSW/South Australian wild dog fence. In early August 2025, the NSW and South
Australian governments did sign a deal which will see up to 290 kilometres of new wild dog fencing built
along the NSW/SA border.

The slow progress in undertaking the 420km fence extension along the NSW/Queensland border is of
particular concern to Bourke Shire. Council has been active in this space working with its fellow Border
Region Organisation of Council members with a view to progressing the build, along with holding
discussions with The Hon. Tara Moriarty MLC, Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Regional New South
Wales and Minister for Western New South Wales.

The Ministers position was that the priority was to complete the 32km of fencing along the NSW/SA
border and then reassess the program from there. There was certainly no clear commitment from the
Minister as to the future of the project, and this position is of considerable concern.

In his Mayoral Minute on the matter as presented to Council’s August meeting, Mayor Lachie wrote,
“my concerns that the NSW Government will not fulfil the commitment of the previous NSW
government to extend the wild dog exclusion fence......... have not been alleyed.”

As a result of Councils resolution, the Mayor has written to the Minister advising of the imperative for
the extension of the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence along the NSW/Queensland Border, at least from
Hungerford to Barringun; that the project proceed as a matter of priority; and that her commitment to
the project be sought.

This is a most important issue for the Shire and | know that many will look forward to a positive
response from the Minister.

Footy Finals

Come the publication of this Column, the final eight teams to contest the National Rugby League finals
series will be known. Whilst they didn’t make the eight, the good news for me personally is that the
West Tigers well and truly avoided a fourth straight wooden spoon. Onwards and upwards for the Tigers
and bring on 2026.

Quote: “Don't say that! Because that irritates me, and I've punched blokes in the mouth for saying
that.” — a fired up Federal MP, Bob Katter at a recent news conference.
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