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Proliferation of National Parks

In my Column of 4 September 2025, | wrote of Councils resolution from its 25 August 2025 meeting,
following its consideration of a Mayoral Minute, regarding the proliferation of National Parks across the
far west of NSW. Readers will recall that Council was in full agreement with the Mayors concerns about
the amount of land that government continues to acquire across Bourke Shire, and beyond, for the
purpose of National Parks as opposed to use of the land for grazing purposes. In buying the land, it
appeared, in the main, that the government was paying well above market value, doing little for those
who aspire to own and operate their own pastoral property in terms of accessing the market.

| made comment that “without ‘new blood’ taking on the challenge of buying and operating their own
property, the local economy is diminished, with the economic flow on of pastoral activity being
significant. Conversely, the economic benefit arising from the creation of new National Parks in terms of
tourism is not seen as been anywhere near the income derived to the community from pastoral activity.
Tourist visitation to new parks is not significant.”

Council resolved that it write to the NSW Premier, and other Ministers, seeking a moratorium on any
further purchase of land for use as National Parks in the Far West of NSW until Government is able to
provide a business case to the community on the effect of such purchases on the Far West region of
NSW. These letters were sent during the week of the August Council meeting and, as is Councils practice
where it corresponds with NSW Ministers, copies of this correspondence was provided to our local State
Member, Roy Butler MP, Member for Barwon.

As would be expected, Mr Butler was right across this issue and in recent times has made comment on
his Facebook site, in part, as follows: “ No one has a problem with preserving important ecological areas.
That's something all of us should support. But it's how you do it. You don't need a 100,000 hectare
National Park (which was a grazing property the day before) to preserve a 1,000 acre wetland. They are
taking advantage of the size of grazing properties in the west to help meet a pretty city centric target
using your public money.”

Mr Butler continues,” The Australian Government has promoted a target of 30% of NSW being
conserved for environmental purposes by 2030. The problem is it's a blunt bit of policy. There are better
ways to do this than buying working farms slapping a sign on them and declaring a National Park
overnight. On average the properties contribute $500,000 to the local economy, and the LGA’s council
rates.”

Mr Butler has gone a step further on this matter and developed a National Parks Survey so that locals
can make their thoughts known to the NSW Government. This buy up of agricultural land by
Government is a big issue for all in the Bourke Shire, and the far west area, with residents of the Bourke



region encouraged to take the time to complete the survey, which is available from either the Roy
Butler MP Facebook page or at: https://www.roybutler.com.au/national_parks_survey

As Mr Butler states on his Facebook site in respect of the issue, “Stop killing agriculture (farmers are the
best land managers) and start listening to the people affected by these land grabs.”

Kamilaroi Highway Group

The Kamilaroi Highway is a 600 kilometre roadway that begins at Bourke and ends at its eastern
extremity at Willow Tree in the Liverpool Plains Council area. Bourke Shire Council is a proud and active
member of the Kamilaroi Highway Group Inc which brings together seven (7) councils, being Bourke,
Brewarrina, Gunnedah, Liverpool Plains, Moree Plains, Narrabri, and Walgett, all working side by side to
position the Kamilaroi Highway as one of Australia’s premier road trip destinations. From rich cultural
heritage to breathtaking landscapes and authentic outback experiences, the highway corridor is a
journey that truly connects communities.

| was happy to learn that at the recent 2025 Business NSW New England North West Business Awards
held in Armidale, the Group took out the category of “Outstanding Visitor Economy Collaboration
Award.” This is an excellent outcome for this hard working group of people, and as the Group’s
Secretary and Gunnedah Shire Council Tourism Team Leader, Nikki Robertson, said in winning the
award, that it was “an incredible honour and a testament to what can be achieved when communities
unite for a common goal.” A big congratulations to all involved — and here’s to celebrating the power of
collaboration in growing our regional visitor economy.

Further information about the Kamilaroi Highway adventure can be found at:
https://www.kamilaroihighway.com

Community Activities

There’s certainly plenty happening across Bourke in the coming weeks, with a calendar full of
opportunities to get involved with and enjoy the community spirit.

On Saturday, 11 October 2025, the Back O’ Bourke Stampede — Peter Simmonds Memorial Rodeo will
light up Renshaw Oval from 3:00pm until late into the evening. With many of Australia’s elite cowboys
and cowgirls expected to be competing, the excitement of a professional rodeo, food stalls and live
entertainment, licensed bar and with a bus service to and from the Oval, this event is not to be missed.

Looking ahead, the Bourke Community Christmas Markets will be held at Darling Park on Friday, 14
November 2025. Hosted by Council, these markets are always a highlight for families and visitors alike.
Stallholder forms will be available soon through the Back O’ Bourke Centre, with the team most happy
to assist. Please note, a Certificate of Currency will be required to hold a stall.

Bourke continues to offer a rich and diverse calendar of events, and the community is encouraged to
come along and support our community and enjoy what makes our region so special.

Finding Your Way in Bourke
Council staff have continued to work hard this year in promoting Bourke as a must-visit destination.

Along the way, they have been listening to stories from visitors, with some of the stories highlighting
just how important good directions can be.



Recently, a few travellers told us they’d been led astray by online mapping services. One family, for
example, ended up at the golf course while trying to find Fred Hollows’ grave (which is located at the
cemetery). Others were sent down dirt tracks and gullies searching for the Jandra Paddleboat, which is
in fact moored safely behind Kidman’s Camp — just past reception.

While locals might enjoy the adventure of heading off the beaten track, it is recognised that going “off
track” can be somewhat daunting for visitors who are unfamiliar with the area. That’s why visitors are
encouraged to make their first stop at the Back O’ Bourke Information Centre. The team at the Centre
are ready to provide up-to-date maps, directions, and advice to ensure that the journey of visitors to the
Bourke Shire is both safe and enjoyable.

Exploring Bourke should feel like an adventure — but not a treasure hunt. With the right guidance,
visitors can discover everything our wonderful region has to offer, without getting sent up the wrong
road.

October Long Weekend

Whilst most people refer to the upcoming three (3) day weekend as the October Long Weekend, its
official name is Labour Day and celebrates the arrival in Australia of the eight-hour working day, back in
the 1850s. Interestingly, only NSW, South Australia, ACT and Queensland recognise the October public
holiday.

With fine and sunny weather expected, the long weekend provides a perfect opportunity for residents
to get on top of spring growth in their lawns and gardens. The long weekend will also see footy fans
somewhat spoilt with the Wallabies playing the NZ All Blacks on Saturday evening, 4 October 2025, as
part of the 2025 Rugby Championship series. Will this be the year that the Wallabies snares the
Bledisloe Cup from the All Blacks? To do so would be a feat not achieved since 2002. On the Sunday
evening it’s the culmination of Season 2025 for the NRL when the rugby league Grand Final is played. An
exciting weekend approaches.

Quote: “It wasn’t about trying to be a hero. It was just something that had to be done. It was a grand
final and nothing was going to stop me.”- Former Rabbitoh, John Sattler after breaking his jaw in the
1970 Sydney Rugby League Grand Final.



