
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

Electric Vehicles (EV’s) 

Back in July this year, I wrote in my Column about Council being part of a trial organised by the Far 
North West Joint Organisation, in conjunction with Origin Energy Electricity Limited, where Council was 
supplied with two (2) Kia EV5 Air Long Range electric vehicles for a three (3) week period. Following this 
trial my view In regard to EV’s that hybrid and plug in hybrid vehicles will continue to be more popular in 
Australia for some time yet, has been confirmed. Both these type of vehicles provide excellent economy 
without creating the issue of range anxiety in consumers, especially those who regularly drive 
considerable distances. 

What has been covered by various media outlets recently is the rapid growth of Chinese EV 
manufacturers, with the result being an influx of new and rather unknown brands now available in the 
Australian car market. Recent reports have estimated that by 2035, 43% of new cars on Australian roads 
will have been imported from China.  

The scale of the operations of these Chinese manufacturers is somewhat difficult to comprehend. One 
manufacturer, BYD, who incidentally entered the national top ten (10) vehicle sales rankings for the first 
time in August this year, joining with three (3) other Chinese brands (GWM, MG, Chery), operates a 
round the clock megafactory that currently makes a new car every minute. That’s about half a million 
EV’s annually. The plan is to grow the factory such that a million EV’s a year are turned out and 
distributed throughout the world. As part of this distribution, it is understood that BYD operates its own 
fleet of four (4) car carriers, with the latest ship carrying some 9,200 vehicles. 

The megafactory is already one of the world’s most ambitious industrial projects. Coupled with 
employee housing and ancillary services, the BYD enterprise scales to an area of 130 square kilometres, 
which compares to the size of the City of Dandenong in Victoria. The facility currently houses 
approximately 60,000 employees with this expected to grow by an additional 20,000 workers this year.  

At the time of writing this article, I came across a piece in the Sydney Morning Herald which reported on  
Chinese cars flooding the world market and I quote, ”Beijing substantially subsides production of EV’s 
and solar panels in a price war aimed at undercutting other nations manufacturers.” The article 
continues, “Profit margins for Chinses (Car) manufacturers have been slashed to the bone, from 8 per 
cent in 2017 to 4.3 per cent last year, and analysts predict many Chinese car manufacturers will fail to 
turn a profit this decade.” We certainly live in interesting times! 

Whilst there are some people who advocate that Australia should recommence its car manufacturing 
industry, my view is that that horse has well and truly bolted. Apart from the unsustainable subsidies 
that would be required from Government and the significantly lower labour costs in so many parts of 
the world, the BYD megafactory in Zhengzhou China was built and operational 12 months after the site 
was initially cleared!  
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Post Long Weekend Activities 

I trust all residents had an enjoyable October Long Weekend. The weather was perfect for outdoors 
activities, with the sound of lawn mowers echoing across Bourke very evident throughout the weekend. 
The better team won a fantastic NRL Grand Final whilst the Wallabies once again went down to the All 
Blacks, which was a record eleventh straight loss to New Zealand.  

I extend my congratulations to the Bourke Warriors Men’s and Women’s sides as they competed at the 
2025 NSW Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout, held in Tamworth. Whilst going down by a sole point to 
the Newcastle Yowies in the Men’s Grand Final, both Warrior’s side did Bourke proud. The Warriors 
style of play was great to watch, with the passion and emotion of the players being very evident at the 
end of the Grand Final game. Over 170 teams were registered for the 2025 event with these numbers 
being  the greatest number of teams to ever participate at  the Knockout in its 53 year history. 

This upcoming weekend sees the 2025 Peter Simmonds Memorial Rodeo- Back O’ Bourke Stampede 
being held at the Renshaw Showground in Bourke. With $26,000 in prizemoney, this Australian 
Professional Rodeo Association (APRA) sanctioned event will see all the traditional events held including 
saddle bronc ride, bull ride, bareback bronc ride, rope & tie, steer wrestling, team roping, barrel racing 
and breakaway roping. With gates opening at 3.00pm, food trucks and a full bar on site, there will be 
entertainment for the kids along with the ever-popular DJ Bux performing live through to the end of the 
night. Coupled with a spectacular fireworks finale and with a large turnout of riders wanting to pit their 
skills against the McPhee Rodeo Co and Terry Evison supplied livestock, a great day of rodeo action will 
again, undoubtedly, be delivered by the hard working committee. Tickets to the Stampede are available 
from 123Tix as follows: (https://www.123tix.com.au/events/48822/back-o-bourke-stampede-pro-
rodeo) 

On Sunday, it’s off to Mount Panorama at Bathurst with the 2025 Repco Bathurst 1000 being screened 
on our televisions. Whilst “The Great Race” has had many iterations over its 62 year history, having 
started as the Armstrong 500 in 1963, the event has provided significant economic value to the Bathurst 
community through substantial job creation and tourism opportunities, with direct impacts on 
hospitality and local businesses. Coupled with the Tamworth Country Music Festival, these two (2) 
events are arguably the most iconic events held annually in regional NSW, and worth attending if you 
get the chance. 

October Council Meeting  
 
Councils Ordinary Monthly meeting for October will be held in the Council Chamber in Mitchell St, 
Bourke on Monday, 27 October 2025, commencing at 10.15am. If you're interested in what’s happening 
at Council but cannot attend the meeting, you can link in to a livestream of the meeting by accessing 
Councils website homepage and then scrolling down to the “Noticeboard” section where a link to the 
meeting will be available. 

Quote: “I still tell the kids how you need to make the most of every moment and opportunity; if you 
get an opportunity, it’s up to you what you do with it.”- Justin Yeo, father of Isaah, on what he 
regularly tells his students in his role as a school teacher. 
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