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Murray Darling Association

| recently attended the Annual Conference of the Murray Darling Association (MDA) in Griffith. The MDA
is a membership-based organisation representing local government and communities located across the
Murray Darling Basin. Their purpose is to provide effective representation of local government and
communities at state and federal level in the management of Basin resources by providing accurate,
relevant and timely information; facilitating informed debate and seeking to influence government

policy.

A most interesting agenda addressing Basin matters was delivered by the Association. In her welcoming
address, the Association’s President, Shari Bloomer, provided some examples of the negative impact
that had resulted from Murray Darling Basin reform. She specifically made reference to the 21%
population decline that had been experienced in Bourke between 2001 and 2006 and the 42%
population decline to date, also in Bourke. The statistics were certainly heard around the room with a
number of attendees talking to me throughout the conference about the impacts of such decline in
population.

The NSW Minister for Water, the Hon Rose Jackson, presented at the Conference. The Minister opened
her address highlighting the need for all to plan for a sustainable future. She then raised the importance
of proper consultation and the delivery of the $56.8 million Fish Passage: Reconnecting the Northern
Basin Project.

In respect of this Project, the Minister noted that the Government had clearly heard the views of the
community that proposed modifications to the weirs at Louth and Tilpa, which would have seen a
reduction in the height of these weirs, were not supported. The Government has provided a new design
that includes a small capping sill across part of the weir crests that will allow fishways to operate
effectively whilst maintain the current full supply level. Repairs will also be undertaken to fix the leaks in
the weirs to bring water loss down.

The conference provided me with the opportunity to publicly thank the Minister, on behalf of Council
and the community, for coming to Bourke to listen to the people re the Louth and Tilpa weirs and taking
a commonsense approach to the matter. | also took the opportunity to raise with the Minister the
impact of the proposed changes to the Lower Bogan Water Sharing Plan (WSP); highlighting how the
proposed changes will once again impact the irrigation industry in the Bourke Shire. | also raised the fact
that changes to WSP’s are returning water to the river that is not accounted for in the Restoring our
Rivers (450GL) Recovery Program. Again, another instance where State and Commonwealth
Government legislation does not link.



In response, the Minister publicly thanked the Council for raising the issues and working though to a
solution in respect of the Louth and Tilpa weirs in a respectful manner. She also advised that she would
look at the impact of the WSP’s, noting that the issue raised was an issue across 11 streams.

Following on from Councils September 2025 resolution to support calls for the Federal Government to
fund and implement the National Carp Control Plan and its recommendations, including the biological
control of the invasive species utilising a virus, Australia’s Chief Environmental Biosecurity Officer, Dr
Bertie Hennecke spoke at the Conference on the carp issue.

Dr Hennecke advised that research was continuing to better understand how the release of any carp
virus would impact humans and other fish. | was somewhat disappointed to hear that the current
timeline was to complete the required research by the end of 2028, with implementation planed post
2028. Whilst | was hoping for an earlier implementation commencement date, given that the Carp Plan
was released in September 2022. Notwithstanding, | also understand the need for the Government to
‘get it right.’

National Parks

| was fortunate throughout the MDA Conference to sit at the same table as the President of the NSW
Farmers Association, Mr Xaiver Martin. Mr Martin was thankful to Council for being available to recently
discuss the issue of the proliferation of National Parks in the Bourke Shire, and their resulting impact on
the Shire. He advised that he has been vocal to Government about the purchasing of the grazing land
Parks, noting that he is utilising the information provided to him by Council and Phillip Ridge of ‘Jandra’.
He also advised that he had been in contact with Country Women’s Association NSW President, Tanya
Jolly, who is also in support of no more land purchases and who is happy to join forces with the Farmers
Association to take concerns on the matter to Government.

Dry Run Roadshows

Unfortunately, for us in the Bourke Shire, as every day passes, we are inevitably a day closer to drought.
Whilst our Shire has had six (6) good seasons, behind the scenes significant effort has been expended
by various organisations developing initiatives to assist in preparing for that next extended dry period.
One of these organisations is the National Association for Loss and Grief (NALAG) who have announced
the launch of the program, “The Dry Run — How Change Ready Are We?”

The Dry Run is built on a simple truth: in rural communities, strong social ties are one of the most
effective defences against the weight of adversity. Connection helps people feel less alone, draws on the
knowledge already held in lived experience, while boosting coping capacity and supporting faster
recovery when hardship hits.

NALAG is in Bourke this evening and will be holding an informal meet and greet for a couple of hours at
the Port of Bourke Hotel commencing at 6.00pm. There will be “a free BBQ and drinks, plenty of banter
as well as some goodies to take home for all attendees.”

For tickets you can contact Kelly Lienesch at RDA, Bourke on 0460 295 153, or by going to the NALAG
website at: https://nalag.org.au/dryrun/

Quote: “You get up and you’re facing that brick wall but I’'m getting there.” -—Swimming Olympian,
Dawn Fraser recovering after falling and shattering her hip.
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