
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
Pro Rodeo 
 
Congratulations to the hard working and dedicated Committee who delivered an action packed Back O’ 
Bourke Stampede - Peter Simmonds Memorial Pro Rodeo at Bourke’s JB Renshaw Oval on Saturday 11 
October . This date was a most fitting date to hold an event that honoured one of Australia’s finest 
saddle bronc riders, in the late Peter Simmonds, as that date would have been Peters 61st Birthday. 
Undoubtedly, the day of the Stampede would have been a “bitter sweet” day for Peter’s family. 
 
As Mayor Lachie said in officially opening the event, “An Australian Pro Rodeo Association sanctioned 
event doesn’t just automatically happen. Rather, it takes an extraordinary amount of work.” A very 
accurate set of words with various Committee members having commenced setting up for the event on 
the Tuesday prior by commencing the spreading of dirt to develop the rodeo arena and starting to set 
up the stock holding yards. Apart from some sleep, the activity of these various Committee members 
continued until everything was packed up by 5.30pm on the Sunday following the event.  
 
It was a great event with action aplenty. Whilst not on the Committee, it is considered important that 
the financial supporters who provided funding for the event be acknowledged for their contribution. In 
Bourke it is invariably the same businesses that are called on for this funding assistance and they are 
generally very forthcoming to the respective cause.  
 
Tour de OROC 
 
Bourke recently hosted the 38 riders and 5 support crew who put their hands up to be part of the six (6) 
day, 800 kilometre, 2025 Tour de OROC event to raise funds for the Macquarie Homestay facility in 
Dubbo. Whilst in Bourke, the visitors undertook a cruise on the Jandra followed by dinner, and then 
breakfast the following morning, both at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. 
 
The Tour de OROC event is auspiced under the banner of the South Dubbo Rotary Club and the Bourke 
Rotary Club was most happy to be involved in feeding the riders and crews whilst in Bourke. 
 
In the world of Rotary, the highest form of recognition a Rotary Club can bestow to either a Rotarian or 
a member of the community who has made an outstanding contribution to the community, is an award 
known as a Paul Harris Fellowship. Paul Harris was a lawyer who founded a service club that became the 
world wide Rotary International organisation.  

“From the  

General Manager’s Desk – 

23 October 2025” 

  



At the dinner held at the at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre, David Duffy from the South Dubbo 
Rotary Club took to the microphone to announce that Paul Loxley and Ashley Weilinga had each been 
awarded a prestigious Paul Harris Fellowship for their outstanding service they have provided over many 
years to riders on the Tour de OROC. Paul was part of the initial Tour in 2013, helping to lay the 
foundation for what has become one of regional NSW’s most inspiring charity cycling events. Ash joined 
the team on the second tour in 2015, and together the pair have been integral to the event ever since, 
in their own amenable ways. 
 
Over these multiple Tours, Paul and Ash have been ever-present: setting up road safety signage, driving 
support vehicles, keeping riders hydrated and fed, fixing issues, and ensuring each peloton can safely 
roll on. Their practical skills, good humour, and quiet leadership have earned them enormous respect 
from everyone involved. Their involvement has also extended well beyond the event itself. Between 
Tours, they’ve supported Rotary promotional activities, assisted with community fundraising, and 
strengthened the vital partnerships that sustain the Tour de OROC’s mission. 
 
Paul and Ash would be well known to many Bourke residents. Paul, or Mr Loxley as most people 
referred to him, was the high profile principal of the Bourke Public School for many years. If you sit and 
talk with Paul he is happy to reflect on the fantastic times that he, and wife Julie, had whilst in Bourke, 
including hosting a visit to the school by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, on 22 March 2000. Ash 
Weilinga is part of a long term Bourke family having grown up in town. Ash pursued a successful career 
in local government, including many years as General Manager at Warren Shire Council, where he was 
recognised with a Public Service Medal (PSM) in 2018 for his outstanding public service to local 
government administration in NSW.  
 
On behalf of Council, Paul and Ash are congratulated on the achievement of their Fellowship and 
thanked for their significant contribution to the Tour, and ultimately to the Macquarie Homestay 
Facility. 
 
Television Numbers 
 
There is no doubt the recent NRL Grand Final between the Broncos and the Storm was an absolute 
cracker. The success of the game is undisputed with the NRL reporting that the game was the most-
watched Grand Final in Australian sports history; was Australia’s most streamed sporting event ever, 
with 1.3m watching on 9Now, up 68% year-on-year, and; the Grand Final reaching a historic 6.4m 
Australians, up 21% year-on-year. The 2025 Grand Final was Australia's number one most watched 
programme across key demographics and major markets; ranking number 1 among 16 – 39s and 25 - 54 
year olds as well in NSW, QLD, Victoria and WA. The viewing audience of the NRL Grand Final eclipsed 
the viewing audience of the AFL’s Brisbane-Geelong Grand Final by 280,000 viewers. 
 
In addition, NRL social channels on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and X acheived a market leading 8.7 
million+ combined total followers, with total social audience engagement up 10.5% in 2025.  
 
These are all serious numbers that the NRL would undoubtedly be excited about as it starts positioning 
itself for negotiations in respect of its next broadcast deal with the current broadcasting rights coming 
to an end at the end of 2027.  



 
Quote: “The war is over. The war is over, okay? Do you understand that?” – US President Donald 
Trump, telling reporters onboard Air Force One that the war in Gaza has ended. 
 
 
 
 


