
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
Poetry Corner and Cenotaph  
  
Council’s Landscape Architect, Richard Stutchbury, was recently in Bourke undertaking work at Poets 
Corner and at the Cenotaph, both in Central Park.    
 
At Poets Corner, Richard installed the final plaques to recognise the poets and writers that either visited 
or called Bourke home, in the past. Such poets and writers  included William Henry Ogilvie, Harry 
“The  Breaker” Morant, Francis Humphris Brown, Charles Edwin Woodrow Bean, and of course, Henry 
Lawson. Henry Lawson wrote some of his most memorable poetry and short stories from his outback 
experiences in the Bourke area during 1891-1892. Local poets recognised include Wilkie Davis and 
Andrew Hull. 
  
Richard’s work whilst in Bourke also included the final installation of sandstone and plagues at the 
Cenotaph. One of the plaques installed include information regarding the Battle of Lone Pine which  
took place from 6 to 10 August 1915 as part of the Anzac’s Gallipoli campaign.  Lone Pine was a 
successful diversion to keep Turkish reserves from the main Allied attack.  
 
A plaque was also installed that is dedicated to the memory of Keith Kenneth Lowe OAM to recognise 
his years of Service to the Bourke community. Other plaques include the acknowledgement of the 
outstanding contribution of women’s services in time of war and the roses in the remembrance garden. 
As part of the project, the Lone Pine fence was removed to open the area and let the tree blossom. 
I encourage residents to view the area and read the significance of each of the plaques to Bourke.  
  
Richards work in beautifying Bourke commenced in 2017 when Council received funding from the 
Murray Darling Diversification Fund and the State Government. His projects have included beautification 
of the CBD, Wharf and Central Park precincts. Working with Richard, Council has completed the upgrade 
to the CBD, Darling Park, the Wal Mitchell Wharf precinct, Central Park including the Cenotaph, Poets 
corner, pathway and rotunda areas. The workers that completed this work alongside Richard should be 
very proud of their contribution to the beautification of the various areas. 
  
Hydration 
  
As the weather begins to heat up, residents are reminded to keep themselves hydrated. At the recent 
Bourke Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) meeting the NSW Ambulance Service raised 
the importance of hydration as we approach the summer season. 
  
Dehydration occurs when you don't have enough water in your body to carry out normal functions. 
Dehydration in a hot climate, such as Bourke, is a significant risk due to increased fluid loss through 
sweating. It can be prevented by drinking water frequently, avoiding alcohol and sugary drinks and 
seeking out cool, shaded places. Symptoms include thirst, dry mouth, dizziness, and dark urine.  
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Mild dehydration can cause muscle cramps and digestive problems, while severe cases can result in 
confusion, low blood pressure, and potentially life-threatening complications such as kidney failure, 
seizures, shock, or coma. Dehydration also increases the risk of health issues like kidney stones, urinary 
tract infections, and constipation.   
 
Dehydration can be treated by rehydrating with water and, if necessary, oral rehydration solutions or 
sports drinks, noting of course that sports drinks, usually contain a lot of added sugar. It's important to 
take precautions like wearing light clothing, limiting outdoor activity during peak heat, and seeking 
medical help for severe symptoms. 
  
During hot weather it’s important to stay hydrated. Drink plenty of water regularly even if you don’t feel 
thirsty: If your doctor has asked that you limit your fluid intake, ask how much water you should drink 
during hot weather. Do not replace your water intake with alcoholic or sugary drinks. Carry water with 
you if you spend time outdoors. 
  
Snake Bites 
  
With warm weather sweeping across the area, and hotter days undoubtedly on the way, snake season 
has officially begun. As temperatures rise, snakes are emerging from brumation earlier than usual, 
moving across gardens and outlying areas in search of food, sun, and mates. 
  
The public needs to remain vigilant and take proactive measures to reduce the risk of snake encounters. 
At the recent LEMC meeting, there was a report of a “dry” bite to a lady’s neck whilst she passed 
through a gate on the levee. If you see a snake whether you think it’s venomous or not, treat it as 
venomous and never approach it. Snakes don’t go out of their way to hurt people, but if they feel 
threatened, they will defend themselves. 
  
With snakes venturing closer to suburban areas during the warmer months, it is recommended that 
residents prepare their homes and garden’s by keeping their grass short and lawns well maintained; 
removing any debris, tin, or wood piles, which can act as “snake hotels” when heated by the sun; and by 
avoiding clutter in backyards that creates safe hiding spots for snakes. 
  
In the event of a snake bite, understanding first aid could save a life. St John Ambulance Australia 
provide an excellent one page, step by step, “What To Do” guide in the event of a snake bite on their 
website at:  
https://stjohn.org.au/assets/uploads/fact%20sheets/english/Fact%20sheets_snake%20bite.pdf 
 
Bourke Christmas Markets   
 
The Bourke Christmas Markets are just around the corner — happening next Friday, 14 November 2025, 
from 5:30pm to 8:00pm at Darling Park & Wharf Precinct. 
 
There will be stalls, food, kids’ games, and a visit from Santa and his little helpers – a great way to 
celebrate the start of the festive season with the Bourke community. 
 
Council looks forward to seeing a large turn out by the community, Come along after work, bring the 
family, or even book a stall to showcase your hobby, side hustle, or community group! 
 
There is still time to register a stall or find out more, contact the friendly team at the Back O’ Bourke 
Information and Exhibition Centre on (02) 6872 1321 or email info@backobourke.com.au 

mailto:info@backobourke.com.au


Let’s make this year’s Bourke Christmas Markets another night to remember — full of laughter, good 
food, and that special Bourke Christmas spirit!  
 
Quote: "Losing your captain is not ideal, but when you think about Scott Boland being the potential 
replacement, it's not terrible." – Australian Cricket Coach Andrew McDonald talking on Pat Cummins 
being ruled out of the 1st Ashes Test. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


