
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Meeting with Premier 
 
In the company of the Mayor, I am in Sydney today as part of a delegation of Mayors and General 
Managers from Bourke, Brewarrina, Coonamble and Walgett shires to again meet with the Premier of 
NSW, the Hon Chris Minns, on the issue of youth crime, early intervention, and long-term diversionary 
programs. 
 
This meeting was a planned follow up to the delegations meeting held with the Premier in late October 
2025 where discussions focused on the need for meaningful early intervention, community-based 
alternatives to detention, and better support for families struggling to manage at-risk youth. 
 
It is hoped that at today’s meeting the Premier provides the respective communities with additional 
resources that result in the delivery of evening and school holiday programs to keep kids engaged, 
especially as the community moves towards the Christmas/New Year holiday period. From a longer term 
perspective, it would be exciting to hear of a path towards the provision of residential diversionary 
programs on-country that provide real outcomes for our youth. 
 
I take the opportunity to thank the Member for Barwon, Roy Butler, MP who has been most active in 
arranging these meetings with the Premier, and as a result of his understanding of the issues affecting 
each of the communities, his clear articulation of such issues during discussions. 
 
Christmas Markets 
 
Don’t forget the Bourke Christmas Markets will be held tomorrow, Friday 14 November 2025 at Darling 
Park and the Wharf Precinct. Featuring a Friday Night Shopping Extravaganza, the Markets will showcase 
local stalls and encourage support for small businesses in the lead-up to the festive season. With lots of 
fun for the whole family, including live entertainment, and of course Santa, the event commences at 
5.30pm. 
 
National Asbestos Month 
 
November is National Asbestos Awareness Month, which aims to increase awareness of the dangers of 
asbestos across the Nation. In its 12th year, National Asbestos Awareness Month is dedicated to 
preventing avoidable deaths caused by inhaling asbestos fibres when asbestos-containing materials are 
disturbed during the renovation, demolition and maintenance of residential and non-residential 
properties. 
 
Educating the Bourke community about the dangers of asbestos and encouraging community members  
to learn how to manage it safely is achievable by visiting the very comprehensive asbestos information 
website, https://www.asbestosawareness.com.au 
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Asbestos was previously used in a multitude of building materials. Under floor coverings including carpets, 
linoleum and vinyl tiles; behind wall and floor tiles; in cement floors, internal and external walls, ceilings 
and ceiling space (insulation), eaves, garages, roofs; around hot water pipes, fences, home extensions, 
garages, outdoor toilets, backyard and farm structures, chook sheds and even dog kennels.  
 
I was surprised to learn that some 4,000 Australians die every year from asbestos-related diseases. That  
is more than twice the national annual road toll. If you own or work on properties built or renovated prior 
to 1990 you should respect the dangers of asbestos and find out how to manage it safely in line with 
regulations. 
 
One of the many resources available on the asbestos awareness website is a newly developed guide for 
homeowners titled: “Asbestos in Homes: A Guide to Identification, Testing and Removal.” The video is a 
20-minute, step-by-step guide on the identification, testing and removal of asbestos which also explains 
why it’s essential to only use professionals, and debunking the myth that asbestos assessment and 
removal is more difficult and costly than it actually is. 
 
Community Awareness of the asbestos issue is most important, with education about learning how to 
identify, manage and dispose of asbestos safely being paramount. It’s simply not worth the risk! 
 
Australia Day 
 
Nominations for the 2026 Australia Day Awards are now open to all members of the Bourke Shire 
community, closing at 4.30pm on Friday, 5 December 2025. 
 
The people of the Bourke Shire Local Government Area are annually invited to nominate their fellow 
citizens for the Shire’s Australia Day Awards. The aim of the awards is to recognise the outstanding 
contributions of residents to our local community. The award categories are Citizen of the Year; Junior 
Citizens of the Year; Sportsperson of the Year; Junior Sportsperson of the Year; Volunteer of the Year; 
Village Service Award; and Community Event of the Year. 
 
Nomination forms are available from the Shire Office in Mitchell St, Bourke or downloadable at the 
following website: 
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Australia-Day-Nomination-2026.pdf 
 
It is advised that nominees will be assessed based on the information that is provided in the nomination 
form and/or supporting recommendation letter. Nominators are asked to take care in completing the 
required form and are encouraged to provide complete and accurate information about the nominee. 
The selection of award recipients will be made on the basis of service to the Bourke Shire community in 
any field considered appropriate by the selection committee and may also take into account acts of 
compassion, generosity, bravery, etc. To be eligible for an Award, nominees must be Australian Citizens 
and reside in the Bourke Local Government Area; community events are only eligible for events that 
were held within the Bourke Local Government Area; noting that individuals cannot nominate 
themselves.  
 
The various category award winners will be held at Bourke’s Australia Day Ceremony to be held on 
Monday, 26 January 2026. 
 
Remembrance Day 
 
As is the tradition in Bourke, a solemn and respectful service was held at the Central Park Cenotaph at 
11.00am on Tuesday this week to commemorate Remembrance Day, 11 November 2025. This 
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important annual commemoration dates back to 1919, when King George V proclaimed 2 minutes of 
silence was to be held at 11 am on 11 November to recognise the millions killed in the First World War 
with hostilities having ceased at 11 o'clock on the morning of 11 November 1918. At the appointed 
hour, people around the world continue to gather before local memorials, pausing together in common 
reflection, remembering the fallen over many years. Thank you to all involved in this important 
ceremony. 
 
Quote: ”We’ve listened to your feedback and have restored the previous radar colour scheme.” – Peter 
Stone, Acting Chief Executive of the Bureau of Meteorology, after the Bureau’s new $4.1m website 
was poorly received by the public.  
 


