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Passing of Border Regional Organisation of Councils Delegate

The Border Regional Organisation of Councils (BROC) brings together representatives from those council
areas located on both sides of the NSW and Queensland border. The Organisation comprises the shire
councils of Bourke, Brewarrina, Gwydir, Inverell, Moree Plains, Tenterfield and Walgett in NSW and
Balonne, Bulloo, Goondiwindi, Paroo and Southern Downs as located in Queensland. The combined area
of these council areas (306,721 km2) exceeds the combined areas of the Australian Capital Territory and
the States of Victoria and Tasmania (298,203km2).

BROC has a focus on four strategic priorities: economic development, liveability within the shires,
infrastructure, and disaster management. The group meets quarterly, rotating meeting locations
amongst its member councils, with State MPs from both sides of the border either dialling in, or
attending in person, subject to their availability.

Back in 20 June 2025, 14 delegates from the Organisation assembled in Bourke to meet. One of these
delegates was Mr lan Leavers APM, who was the Cross Border Commissioner as appointed by the
former Queensland Premier, Steven Miles. Such were the efforts of Mr Leavers and his positive
approach to his cross border role, BROC wrote to the NSW Premier highlighting the lack of
representation by the NSW Commissioner at the Bourke meeting, further noting that the June 2025
BROC meeting was not the first occasion where the Office of the NSW Cross Border Commissioner had
not been represented.

As the Queensland Cross Border Commissioner, Mr Leavers provided and sourced a good level of
information to and from BROC, and in doing so, supported matters such as law-and-order, emergency
services, education, health, and biosecurity matters. Mr Leavers was particularly responsive to proposals
in respect of the proposed Wild Dog fence along the NSW/Queensland Border, including potential
funding from the Queensland Government.

| was very saddened to learn that lan Leavers passed away last week. | found him to be a very special
person who did so much for so many.

He joined the Queensland police in 1989, working across several divisions, including the criminal
investigation branch and child investigation unit. In 2009, he became the general president and CEO of
the Queensland Police Union and was elected the Police Federation of Australia president in 2021 until
he resigned in 2024 taking up the role as Queensland’s first Cross Border Commissioner.

In a statement, Queensland Premier David Crisafulli described Mr Leavers as "dedicated, principled and
driven to make a difference".

Sometimes, life just doesn’t make a lot of sense. Vale’ lan Leavers.



Byrock Water

News outlets reported last week that New South Wales has recorded its lowest average rainfall for the
month of October since 2019, with the State experiencing rainfall 59 per cent below the average for the
month. This lack of rainfall is evident across the Shire. At Byrock, water storage at the village is rapidly
approaching the level below that which allows for effective pumping. To address this issue, and with
funding from the NSW Government through the NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the
Environment and Water, Council this week commenced carting water to the Village for domestic use.

The water supply at Byrock is a non-potable supply with the water provided being for
domestic purposes only and restricted to internal household use only for such things as
bathing, washing of plates, dishes and cutlery and for the washing of clothes.

Water carting to the village will be undertaken three (3) days a week and will continue until
there is sufficient water in the storage to allow pumping to recommence from that source.

Cancer

As a nation, we have come a long way in identifying and treating breast cancer in the past 20 years.
Early detection through screening programs has a lot to do with these improvements with some $157m
spent each year on breast screening programs. Fantastic and thank you to Government and the wider
Australian community for their efforts in the provision of this funding.

Just as Glen McGrath picked “up the bat” to bring a focus to, and raise funds for, breast cancer following
the passing of his beautiful wife, Jane McGrath, Australia needs a similar selfless high profile person to
pursue a similar passion in respect of Prostate Cancer. Why? Because it is estimated that some 28,000
men will be diagnosed with this cancer in 2025. Nearly 4000 men will die from Prostate Cancer this year.

There is currently no national screening program for prostate cancer with men waiting up to nine (9)
months to get a diagnosis. Anne Savage, CEO of the Prostate Cancer Foundation of Australia (PCFA) is
quoted as stating that “Probably the most staggering statistic of all is the fact that we spend nothing on
public education and awarenesses for prostate cancer, or reminders for men to get checked.”

Gentleman, prostate cancer isn’t just a problem for old men. For men aged between 30-39, the
diagnosis of prostate cancer in this age group has increased by 500% over the past 20 years with the
death rate increasing by 200%.Regardless of your age, | would suggest that you get on a regular
appointment program with your Doctor and talk to the Doctor about testing for prostate cancer.

No Mistaken Identity

| see that the former Senator, Graham Richardson has passed away. | remember people telling me that
the former Mayor of Dubbo and then Member for Dubbo, the late Tony McGrane, was often mistaken
for Graham Richardson.

| was once told a story where apparently Tony McGrane and a friend caught a cab out to Sydney Airport.
The friend was positioned in the front seat and after a little while said to the cabbie, “You know that’s
Graham Richardson in the back.” The cabbie looked at Mr McGrane through his rear view mirror and
reportedly said, “That’s interesting, | thought it was the Mayor of Dubbo.” Apparently, Mr McGrane had
been in his cab the week before!!



Quote: “Well may we say ‘God Save the Queen’, because nothing will save the governor-general.” -
the words spoken by Gough Whitlam back on 11 November 1975 following his governments dismissal.



