
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

. 
 

 
Christmas 2025 
 
It’s hard to believe that its now less than a month from today until its Christmas Day. This year has flown 
by at near meteoric speed, with Councils final meeting for the year being held on Monday 15 December 
2025, commencing at 10.15am.  
 
As has been the case in previous year's, Council’s main Office and Library will close over the 
Christmas/New Year holiday period, closing this year from 4.30pm on Tuesday, 23 December 2025 with 
the office reopening at 8.00am on Monday, 12 January 2025. All other facilities (including the Swimming 
Pool, Waste Depot and Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre) are also closed on Christmas Day but re-
opening during the balance of the Christmas/New Year period. In operating, changes may be made to 
the hours and days of operation, as required.  
 
Council will continue to provide essential services during the closure period to ensure the health and 
safety of the community, with a skeleton crew of staff being available to provide appropriate on-call 
assistance for urgent maintenance work or emergency situations during the holiday period.  
 
Australia Day Award Nominations 
 
With so many good people in our community, I take the opportunity to again remind readers that 
nominations are now open for the Shire’s annual Australia Day Awards in the categories of Citizen of the 
Year; Junior Citizen of the Year; Sportsperson of the Year; Junior Sportsperson of the Year; Village 
Service Award; Volunteer of the Year; and Community Event of the Year.  
 
Nomination forms are available from Councils office in Mitchell St, Bourke or can be downloaded from 
Councils website at: 
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Australia-Day-Nomination-2026.pdf 
 
Completed nomination forms must be received at Council by 4.30pm, on Friday 5 December 2025, with 
Awards being presented at the Bourke Shire Australia Day ceremony to be held at Darling Park in Sturt 
St, Bourke on Monday 26 January 2026. 
 
Time in Sydney 
 
It was a busy couple of days in Sydney recently with the Mayor and I travelling to the States Capital to 
attend a follow up meeting with the NSW Premier, the Hon Chris Minns MP, on the issue of Youth 
Crime. We attended this meeting with our Shire colleagues from Brewarrina, Coonamble and Walgett 
councils.  
 
We subsequently met with Alex Graham, Deputy Secretary, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
and John Whittall, Area Manager, NPWS - Northern Inland, regarding community concerns in respect of 
the proliferation of National Parks in the far north west of the State. At this meeting we sought the 
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implementation by Government of a moratorium on any further purchase of land for use as National 
Parks until Government can provide a business case to the community on the effect of such purchases 
on the Far West region of NSW. Finally, we attended the Annual General Meeting of the Country Mayors 
Association held at Parliament House in Macquarie St, Sydney, with the focus of the meeting being on 
housing, skills and education. 
 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) have released the nations birth statistics for 2024 with 292,318 
births registered in 2024. These figures are an increase of 1.9% (or 5,320 births) when compared to the 
birthing figures for 2023. At the other end of the spectrum of life, the ABS advised that the mortality 
figures for Australia in 2024 were 187,268 deaths. This is an increase of 4,137 deaths from 2023.  
 
I don’t wish to be morbid, but what I found interesting from these statistics was that the leading cause 
of death last year was dementia, including Alzheimer's disease, accounting for 9.4% of deaths. Coronary 
heart disease (where the heart doesn't get enough blood and oxygen due to narrowed or blocked 
coronary arteries) was the second leading cause of death and accounted for 8.7% of deaths across the 
Nation. 2024 was the first year where dementia caused over 1,000 more deaths than coronary heart 
disease, with 2024 also being the lowest mortality rate recorded for heart disease since its peak in 1968. 
 
In terms of statistical trends, between 2015 and 2024, the number of deaths due to dementia, including 
Alzheimer's disease, increased by 38.8%, whilst the number of deaths due to coronary heart disease 
decreased by 18.3% and, of concern, was that the number of deaths from accidental falls increased by 
58.3% over the period.  
 
Accidental falls were the 8th leading cause of death in 2024, compared to the 11th a decade ago. 
Accidental falls have a high median age at death, being 87.8 years. The common complications from falls 
leading to death include hip fractures, immobility and pneumonia.  
 
League and Union 
 
With the Australian Kangaroos Rugby League side retaining the Ashes against the English side and the 
Wallabies having completed their not so successful end of season European tour, both codes have now 
officially, and finally, wrapped up for 2025.  
 
Regular watchers of the codes shouldn’t be too concerned about experiencing “sporting withdrawal” 
symptoms though. The first round of the Super Rugby Pacific 2026 competition launches on Friday 13 
February 2026 with a total of 77 matches to be played over a 16-round regular season competition 
followed by a six-team Finals Series. 
 
On 20 February 2026, the NRL Premiers, the Brisbane Broncos, take on the English Super League 
Champions, Hull Kingston Rovers, in the World Club Challenge, with the game to be held in northern 
England. Two (2) weeks later, the 27 rounds of the 2026 NRL competition “kick off” with a double 
header in Las Vegas on Sunday 1 March 2026.  
 
In terms of the Wallabies, my understanding is that they will host seven (7) Test matches in 2026. Whilst 
not yet fully locked in, those in the know are talking of test matches against Ireland, France, Italy, Japan, 
Fiji, the South African Springboks (in one test playing  for the Mandela Plate), and a two (2) game home-
and-away series against the NZ All Blacks for the Bledisloe Cup. Australia will host the Rugby World Cup 
in 2027, so next season is an important one leading into the RWC for the Wallabies to get their game 
together. 



 
Quote: “There's no such thing as bad weather, only inappropriate clothing.” – Ranulph Fiennes, British 
explorer, writer and poet. 
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