
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
LGNSW Conference 
 
In the company of Council’s Mayor, Councillor Lachlan Ford, and Councillor Patricia Bates-Canty, we 
recently attended the Local Government NSW (LGNSW) conference held at the Western Sydney 
Convention Centre at Panthers Penrith.  
 
Council has long been a member of LGNSW which is an independent organisation that supports and 
advocates on behalf of NSW general and special purpose councils to help strengthen and protect an 
effective democratic system of local government in NSW.  LGNSW works to enhance public awareness 
about the challenges and opportunities of local government – the closest, most trusted and most 
representative level of government to the community and further, represents the views of local 
government to state and federal governments. 
 
In making these representations to government, LGNSW relies on the outcomes of deliberations at the 
annual conference, which is the annual policy making event for all NSW councils. Over 1,000 delegates 
were in attendance to debate the numerous motions that shape the advocacy priorities of  the 
organisation for the next 12 months. In addition, the conference included an array of key note speakers 
in relation to topical issues relevant to NSW councils. These speakers included the Hon Chris Minns MP, 
Premier of NSW; the Hon Ron Hoenig, NSW Minister for Local Government; Chris Rath MLC, Shadow 
Special Minister of State and Shadow Minister for Local Government with the keynote address being 
from a Nick Abrahams who spoke on the “Opportunities and risks for local government with rapid 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) development.” From this presentation, I can safely say that we certainly live in 
an ever changing world. 
 
In addition, three (3) comprehensive and most interesting sessions were held on the final day of the 
Conference. The first session related to NSW planning reforms with speakers being Sue Weatherley– 
NSW President, Planning Institute of Australia; the Hon Stuart Ayers – CEO, Urban Development 
Institute of Australia (NSW); and Kiersten Fishburn – Secretary, NSW Department of Planning, Housing 
and Infrastructure.  
 
The second session related to the importance of community engagement whilst the third session 
involved Infrastructure, Investment and Tourism. Karen Jones – CEO, Destination NSW; Ken Morrison – 
CEO, Bradfield Development Authority; and Margy Osmond – CEO, Tourism and Transport Forum were 
the presenters at the last of these three (3) most worthwhile sessions. 
 
Other Conference Highlights 
 
As I have previously mentioned in this Column, Council is an active member of the Country Mayors 
Association (CMA). The CMA, established in the late 1970’s with but a handful of members to speak for 
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the residents of regional and rural New South Wales, has now grown to represent the vast majority of 
regional and rural local government areas within the state.  
 
At the Conference, the CMA and LGNSW extended a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
the parties to strengthen collaboration between the two bodies and to amplify the voice of local 
government across the State. By signing an extension of the existing MoU,  the relationship between the 
two organisations will continue to be strengthened with the extension document further setting out a 
framework for cooperation on issues impacting councils, particularly those in remote, rural and regional 
communities. 
 
On another matter at the Conference, we all know how important the airport at Bourke is to our town 
and wider region. Of similar importance to Western Sydney, albeit on a significantly different scale, is 
the newly constructed and impressive Western Sydney International Airport. As part of the LGNSW 
Annual Conference, delegates were provided with an exclusive behind-the-scenes visit to the site. The 
tour provided an opportunity for delegates to get a first-hand look at the massive infrastructure project 
that is reshaping the future of Western Sydney, built at a cost exceeding $5 billion.  
 
Australia Day Awards 
 
Don’t forget that nominations for the various categories of Councils annual Australia Day Awards must 
be received at Council by 4.30pm, tomorrow, Friday 5 December 2025.  
 
With Awards in the categories of Citizen of the Year; Junior Citizen of the Year; Sportsperson of the Year; 
Junior Sportsperson of the Year; Village Service Award; Volunteer of the Year; and Community Event of 
the Year, I would encourage residents to take 15 – 30 minutes of their time to nominate a potential 
recipient.  
 
Whilst nomination forms are available from Councils office in Mitchell St, Bourke, with the closing date 
and time rapidly approaching , the easiest and quickest way to access a form is by downloading it from 
Councils website at: 
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Australia-Day-Nomination-2026.pdf 
 
Awards will be presented at the Bourke Shire Australia Day ceremony to be held at Darling Park in Sturt 
St, Bourke on Monday 26 January 2026. 
 
Cricket 
 
With the 2nd Ashes Cricket Test starting today at the Gabba in Brisbane, it is considered timely to reflect 
on the outcome of the 1st Test held in Perth, which finished some 12 days ago. What a result for 
Australia, with the two (2) day test victory being the first time in 104 years that an Ashes Test has 
wrapped up in such a short time frame. However, whilst a record 101,514 people attended the Perth 
test and with 2.97 million Australians watched the last session on television, the Test will be a financial 
disaster for Cricket Australia with the peak body estimating a financial loss of $3m from ticket revenue 
as a result of the shortened Test, with Day 3 apparently being nearly sold out.  
 
Buts it not just Cricket Australia that takes the financial hit. The broadcasters, for instance, don’t get to 
sell premium advertisement space for a further 2-3 days. Along with that, one could only imagine the 
lost revenues or expenses incurred by the ground caterers who would have been preparing for a day 3 
crowd of some 45,000 people. 
 

https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Australia-Day-Nomination-2026.pdf


Whilst Travis Head’s match winning century was hardly a traditional knock, as they say, winners are 
grinners. On the other hand,  I would imagine that England is reviewing their approach to batting such 
that they play the remaining Tests in a less chaotic and reckless manner.  
 
Quote: "This has impacted the core of the community. I have no other words, but it’s a tragedy, and 
it’s senseless.” – Hills Police Area Commander, Superintendent Naomi Moore following the stabbing to 
death of a teenager at Rouse Hill, Sydney. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


