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1 PRESENT
2 APOLOGIES
3 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Local Transport Forum 9 September 2025
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BOURKE
SHIRE
COUNCIL

MINUTES OF BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL
TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 29 MITCHELL STREET, BOURKE NSW
ON TUESDAY, 09 SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 2.08 PM

1. PRESENT
Kayla Cohen, Transport for NSW (TfNSW) — Representative
Snr Con Daniel Vituseck, NSW Police (Wanaaring) — Representative
Paul Flanagan, Manager Road Infrastructure (Chair) — Alternate Representative

IN ATTENDANCE

Leonie Brown, General Manager - AVC

Isha Shrestha, Asset Management Officer

Tristan Gale, Administrative Support Officer (Minutes)
Cat Fuller, Transport for NSW (TfNSW)

Chris Morrall, Coordinator Road Operations

2. APOLOGIES

Councillor Sally Davis (Deputy Mayor) - Barwon Electorate — Representative
Mayor Lachlan Ford, Bourke Shire Council - Representative

3. ADOPTION OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

Recommendation:
That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Bourke Shire Council Traffic Committee held on
Tuesday, 10 June 2025, be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Consensus

4. BUSINESS ARISING

Item Status Update
Intersection of Tarcoon | The power pole at the Tarcoon/Mitchell intersection has been
and Mitchell Streets. hit three times by north-bound road trains turning left (west)

into Mitchell Street. It was suggested that removing the island
in Mitchell Street might alleviate the issue. The pedestrian
refuge was installed in 2013 by TFNSW. The pole cannot be
relocated. 10/06/2025 - TNSW observed that the island does
not appear to be used by school students. Investigation is
ongoing. 09/09/2025 - Kayla has been in contact Ramesh
investigating the intersection.
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Give way signs and
lines.

NSW Police provided locations of concern regarding absence
or poor quality of linemarking at Give Way signs. Linemarking
has been updated.

40km/h Zone in CBD.

TfNSW Staff working in the background - no expected date
advised. Investigating any possible funding sources to enable
this project to proceed. All three reviews of speed zones are
going ahead in the background. Difficulty with funding is that
it incorporates both State and Local Roads. Ongoing.

60km/h speed signs on
Wanaaring Road.

10/06/2025- Google Maps still shows the old alignment where
the 60km/h zone was required. Speed zone still being
investigated as above. 09/09/2025 - Concession has to be
requested for speed limit to be increased.

40 km/h speed limit Sid
Coleman Drive.

Speed zone still being investigated as above.
10/06/2025 - Most likely positive outcome would be for a
50km/h zone. 09/09/2025 - Concession has been requested.

Road Condition
Information System
(RCIS) Project.

10/06/2025 - It was observed that TNSW has commenced
work on the two (2) Road Condition Information System (RCIS)
signs north of Bourke:

1. Sign to advise of road conditions from Bourke ->

Wanaaring->Borrona Downs->Tibooburra which is
being placed on the northwest side of Culgoa Street (to
avoid fibre cable) facing traffic travelling out from
North Bourke

2. Sign to advise of road conditions on the Mitchell
Highway between Bourke->Barringun->Cunnamulla is
being placed on the northwest side of the highway
facing traffic travelling from North Bourke.

The signs will be operated by the Regional Transport
Operations Centre (RTOC) based on information
relayed back to them.

Request from Town
Meeting that Oxley
Lane be converted to
One Way Traffic flow.

10/06/2025 - Consideration of request was deferred pending
the finalisation of the design of the Bourke Police Station
upgrade. 09/09/2025 - Possible delay in the construction
project. .

Bus stop in Oxley Street
- lights not working.

10/06/2025 - Lights are still not working. Council is arranging
to have 240-volt lighting installed which will alleviate the
issue. 09/09/2025 — Leonie has been in touch with Essential
Energy regarding to installing lights.

5. AGENDA ITEMS

1. Tarcoon Street Crossing

As reported the conflict between pedestrians using the crossing and drivers attempting
to drop-off students negates the benefit of the proposed crossing. The Principal will be
informed of the decision.
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2. New Guidelines for Traffic Committee — the TNSW (2025) Authorisation and Delegation

Instrument

The new arrangements were discussed, and it was agreed that it would not greatly
affect the procedures of the renamed Bourke Local Transport Forum.

6. ACTION ITEMS

TfNSW to report on investigation of truck turning issue at Tarcoon Street/Mitchell
Highway intersection. Still under investigation.

Police to report on visibility of Give Way signs in Bourke and associated linemarking.
Council has upgraded the linemarking at the referenced locations.

TfNSW to report on investigation of speed zone issues for CBD, Wanaaring Road, Sid
Coleman Drive and Louth village. Ongoing.

Council to report on traffic flow in Oxley Lane following the finalisation of the Bourke
Police Station upgrade. Ongoing

Council to further investigate issues related to proposed pedestrian crossing in Tarcoon
Street, adjacent to Bourke High School. BHS to be contacted after approval of Minutes.

Council to report on progress of the Freedom Camping implementation. Construction
will star late November.

7. GENERAL BUSINESS

Trucks in Enngonia, Barringun, Daniel to gather Traffic counts and times. TINSW data
may be available.

Wanaaring Levee. Dirt from levee to be reused, trucks getting bogged due to trying to
get through the river road.

Wanaaring along Church St: potholes and damage to road and streets.

Police requested bitumen seal to go further west to incorporate hotel construction site.
This is not a Council issue as it is outside the Shire boundary.,

8. NEXT MEETING

The next Local Traffic Forum will be conducted on Tuesday, 9 December 2025 at 2:00 pm in
the Council Chamber.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2:36 pm.

Recommendation

That the minutes of the Local Transport Forum held on 9 Septemebr 2025 be taken as read,

confirmed as correct and signed by the Chair of the Local Transport Forum.
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5 BUSINESS ARISING

5.1 BUSINESS ARISING

Author: Paul Flanagan
Authosiser: Paul Flanagan
Attachments: Nil
Background

Business outstanding from previous meetings.

Current Situation

ISSUE INTERSECTION OF TARCOON AND MITCHELL STREETS
RESPONSIBLE AGENCY BSC, TEINSW
BACKGROUND

The power pole at the Tarcoon/Mitchell intersection has been hit three times by north-bound road trains
turning left (west) into Mitchell Street. It was suggested that removing the island in Mitchell Street might
alleviate the issue. The pedestrian refuge was installed in 2013 by TfNSW.

UPDATE
e TNSW observed that the island does not appear to be used by school students. Investigation is
ongoing.

e Kayla Cohen from TfNSW has been in contact with Ramesh investigating the intersection.

ISSUE GIVE WAY SIGNS AND LINES

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY TENSW

BACKGROUND

NSW Police provided locations of concern regarding absence or poor quality of linemarking at Give Way
signs.

UPDATE

e Linemarking has been updated.

ISSUE 40KM/H ZONE IN CBD
RESPONSIBLE AGENCY BSC, TEINSW
BACKGROUND

With increased town-centre activity and expanding pedestrian catchments, including concerns related to
school children walking from the skate facility in Central Park to the St Ignatius School, extending the High
Pedestrian Activity Areas in Bourke are under consideration.

UPDATE

e TfNSW Staff working in the background - no expected date advised. Investigating any possible
funding sources to enable this project to proceed. All three reviews of speed zones are going ahead

Page 9




Local Transport Forum Agenda 9 December 2025

in the background. Difficulty with funding is that it incorporates both State and Local Roads.

Ongoing.
e Reports are to be presented to the Local Transport Forum and Council at the December 2025
meetings.
ISSUE 60KM/H SPEED SIGNS ON WANAARING ROAD
RESPONSIBLE AGENCY TENSW
BACKGROUND

Google Maps shows the old alignment where the 60km/h zone was required. The speed limit has not been
changed since the road was realigned.

UPDATE

e Speed zone still being investigated as above.
e Concession has to be requested for speed limit to be increased.

ISSUE 40 KM/H SPEED LIMIT SID COLEMAN DRIVE
RESPONSIBLE AGENCY TfNSW, BSC
BACKGROUND

Council has received requests from a number of sources to increase the speed limit on Sid Coleman Drive
since the current 40km/h limit does not seem to be appropriate.

UPDATE

e Speed zone being investigated.
e Most likely positive outcome would be for a 50km/h zone.
e Concession has been requested.

ISSUE ROAD CONDITION INFORMATION SYSTEM (RCIS) PROJECT
RESPONSIBLE AGENCY TfNSW
BACKGROUND

TfNSW has advised of the proposed introduction of two (2) electronic Road Conditions Warning System
signs (RCWS), both north of Bourke to advise travellers of road conditions / closures ahead.

UPDATE

e |t was observed that TNSW has commenced work on the two (2) Road Condition Information System
(RCIS) signs north of Bourke.

e Sign to advise of road conditions from Bourke -> Wanaaring->Borrona Downs->Tibooburra which is
being placed on the northwest side of Culgoa Street (to avoid fibre cable) facing traffic travelling out
from North Bourke

e Sign to advise of road conditions on the Mitchell Highway between Bourke->Barringun->Cunnamulla
is being placed on the northwest side of the highway facing traffic travelling from North Bourke.

e The signs will be operated by the Regional Transport Operations Centre (RTOC) based on information

relayed back to them.
e Signs were placed and are operational
e  Council was advised in November of the procedures related to relevant road closures
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ISSUE OXLEY LANE
RESPONSIBLE AGENCY BSC
BACKGROUND

Request from town meeting that Oxley Lane be converted to one way traffic flow.

UPDATE

e Consideration of request was deferred pending the finalisation of the design of the Bourke Police
Station upgrade.
e Possible delay in the construction project.

ISSUE BUS STOP LIGHTING
RESPONSIBLE AGENCY BSC

BACKGROUND

Lights at the Oxley Street Bus Stop are not working.
UPDATE

e Council is arranging to have 240-volt lighting installed which will alleviate the issue.

e Essential Energy has been contacted regarding the installation.

Recommendation

That the report of the Manager Road Infrastructure regarding Business Arising, as presented to the
Local Transport Forum on Thursday, 9 December 2025, be noted.
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6 ITEMS REFERRED FOR ADVICE

6.1 HIGH PEDESTRIAN AREA EXTENSION PROPOSAL

Author: Paul Flanagan, Manager Road Infrastructure
Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager
Attachments: Nil

Background

Over many years, the Bourke Traffic Committee has discussed the issue of reducing speed limits in
High Pedestrian Activity Areas (HPAA) in Bourke. Initially, the proposals related to reducing the
speed limit in the beautified section of Oxley St, between Richard and Sturt streets, Bourke, from
50km/h to 40km/h.

This reduction was ultimately adopted and implemented and since its introduction, traffic speed
reductions and improved safety outcomes have been observed.

With increased town-centre activity and expanding pedestrian catchments, including concerns
related to school children walking from the skate facility in Central Park to the St Ignatius School,
extending the High Pedestrian Activity Areas in Bourke became a logical next step. Discussions at
the Traffic Committee ultimately turned to extending these high pedestrian traffic areas such that
sections of Mitchell Lane, Mitchell St, Oxley St, Sturt St and Richard Street, Bourke be also included
for lower speed limits and traffic calming treatments.

Current Situation

Proposed HPAA Traffic Calming Treatments

Proposals in respect of an extended High Pedestrian Activity Areas in Bourke have progressed to
such a point that a plan showing the proposed streets and traffic calming treatments for the
extended High Pedestrian Activity Area has been prepared as follows:
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Whilst this High Pedestrian Activity Areas extension proposal for Mitchell Lane and additional
sections of Mitchell, Oxley, Sturt and Richard streets, Bourke, comprising lower speed limits
(40km/h) and traffic calming treatments, was adopted in principle by Council at its meeting held on
27 October 2025, Council also resolved to:

e Prepare concept designs, final treatment and cost estimates in respect of the Bourke High
Pedestrian Activity Areas extension proposal;

e Undertake community consultation and stakeholder engagement to validate local support,
for a further report to Council in due course; and

e Make a funding application to a relevant Government funding program.

Council also resolved that in progressing this matter, the Bourke Shire Council Transport Forum be
updated and consulted as required.

To progress designs proposals in this matter, it is proposed that the various treatments as identified
in the above plan be reviewed by the Forum, with a view to the treatments being endorsed by the

Transport Forum.

HPAA Community Consultation

For the information of the Transport Forum, it is further advised that in response to Councils
resolution of 27 October 2025, community consultation and stakeholder engagement has
subsequently been undertaken in respect of the pedestrian proposal.

In undertaking this consultation and engagement, a digital community consultation form was
developed and distributed via Council’s Facebook page, email networks, with printed posters
displayed in prominent public locations across Bourke, including at the IGA and SPAR
supermarkets and at the Bourke Post Office.
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The form gathered feedback on perceived road-safety issues in the Bourke CBD, community
support for extending the High Pedestrian Activity Area (HPAA), and suggestions for improvements
such as crossings, lighting, and signage.

The consultation period was open between 30 October and 7 November 2025 with Council
directly contacting 12 community stakeholders who had indicated consent through the online
form to participate in further engagement. They were also invited to submit a Letter of Support for
the project.

In respect of the community participation in the online consultation, the participants reflected a
diverse cross-section of Bourke residents who offered constructive feedback on road safety
concerns, preferred treatments, and overall support for the HPAA extension initiative.

Metric Value
Total Responses Received 18
Responses identifying as Bourke residents 17
Responses supportive of HPAA extension 10
Responses opposed to HPAA extension 6
Responses unsure 2
Respondents open to being contacted for letter of 12
support

The key themes coming from this community feedback follows:

1. Pedestrian Safety Concerns

Most respondents identified speeding vehicles in Mitchell Street and Oxley Street as a recurring
hazard, particularly near Central Park, St Ignatius School, the Bowling Club, and the Wharf
precinct. The concerns raised included:

e Children crossing without looking.

e High pedestrian activity near pubs and cafes on Mitchell Street.

¢ Poor visibility due to overgrown garden beds and parked vehicles.
e Scooters and pushbikes on footpaths creating near-misses.

2. Support for the HPAA Extension

e 55% of respondents explicitly supported the proposal, citing benefits such as:
o Safer environment for children, elderly residents, and tourists.
o Consistent 40 km/h speed limit improving driver awareness.
o Reduced near-miss incidents and improved walkability.

e Comments from respondents often mentioned a desire for crossings and signage near
schools and parks.

3. Opposition and Concerns

Six respondents opposed the HPAA extension, primarily citing:
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e Existing speed limits already adequate if enforced.

e Concerns that youth behaviour and lack of police enforcement are the main safety issues,
not vehicle speed.
e Fear of inconvenience to compliant drivers.

4. Requests for Additional Improvements

Respondents suggested multiple physical and environmental improvements:

Pedestrian crossings at key points:
o Between Bowling Club and Morrall’s Bakery.
o Near Central Park and Wharf precinct.
o Along St Ignatius School frontage.
e Better lighting near the skatepark and Wharf.
o Footpath repairs and pram-accessible ramps.
e Vegetation trimming around garden beds for improved sightlines.
e Control of scooters and bikes on footpaths.

In terms of the outcome of the consultation, the level of support, the level of non-support and the
level of uncertainty in respect of the proposal is shown in the following chart.

Percentage Participants

m Support Project = Do Not Support Project = Unsure

The consultation confirmed strong community awareness of pedestrian safety risks and majority
support for introducing a consistent 40 km/h environment, as proposed. Whilst a level of
opposition exists, it largely relates to enforcement and driver behaviour rather than disagreement
with the concept of safer pedestrian zones.
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Financial Implications

Implementation of any of the High Pedestrian Activity Areas in Bourke is subject to the receipt of the
necessary grant fund.

Recommendation

That the various traffic calming treatments as proposed in the plan for the extended High
Pedestrian Activity Area in Bourke be endorsed for the purposes of the preparation of final
designs.
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7 ITEMS TABLED FOR INFORMATION ONLY

8 ITEMS RAISED FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION

e Complaint regarding traffic conflicts towards entrance to Kidmans Camp with conflicting
right turning traffic and through highway traffic.

e Vehicles speeding on highway at North Bourke raised with Council as a concern.

9 NEXT MEETING

The Meeting closed at

Chairperson
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