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Annual Report

As part of the NSW Government’s Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation, councils are required to
prepare an Annual Report in respect of its activities for each financial year. The legislation requires that
the Annual Report must be prepared within 5 months after the end of each financial year, that is by the
end of November annually. In addition to the myriad of information required to be included in the
report, as provided for by Guidelines issued to councils by the NSW Office of Local Government, a copy
of the Council’s annual report must be posted on its website and provided to the Minister.

| am pleased to advise that preparation of Council’s 2024/2025 Annual Report is now complete, with the
Report having been uploaded to Councils Website and notification to the Minister both occurring on
Thursday 27 November 2025. | would encourage residents to review this year's Report by accessing it at
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/reports/ and then scrolling down to the Annual Report section.

One of the requirements of the Annual Reporting legislation is the need for a copy of the Council’s
audited financial reports to be included in the Annual Report. A copy of Councils financial reports have
been included in the Annual Report following their preparation by Council, their auditing by the NSW
Audit Office and their lodgement with the NSW Office of Local Government, all by 31 October 2025.

Again, Council met the requirements and in this regard | take the opportunity to thank and congratulate
those staff responsible for and involved in the preparation of Councils Annual Financial Statements. It is
a time consuming, but very necessary, annual process that | notice some 14 NSW Council were unable
to achieve in terms of meeting the 31/10 lodgement date deadline. The submission of Council’s
Financial Statements to the Office of Local Government can only occur once the Auditor, the NSW Audit
Office, has both undertaken its audit and provided its Independent Auditor’s Report.

For Bourke Shire Council, the Auditors Report was again unqualified, with the Auditor stating, that in
their opinion:
e the Council’s accounting records have been kept in accordance with the requirements of the
Local Government Act 1993, Chapter 13, Part 3, Division 2;
e the financial statements:
- have been prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with the requirements of the
Division
- are, in all material respects, consistent with the Council’s accounting records
- present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Council as at 30 June 2025,
and of its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with
Australian Accounting Standards;
¢ allinformation relevant to the conduct of the audit has been obtained
e no material deficiencies in the accounting records or financial statements have come to light
during the audit.


https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/reports/

Obviously, this is a pleasing outcome from a management perspective with the Auditors having
presented the results of the Audit to Councils Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee and to Council in
November 2025.

Water at Byrock

As previously reported in this newspaper, Council has begun carting non-potable water to the village of
Byrock as a result of storage levels in the village ground tank having dropped such that pumping of
water is no longer possible.

As most readers would be aware, Byrock is normally supplied with non-potable water from the Byrock
ground tank. It is a large hole in the ground that collects run off water from storm events. The Byrock
system is classed as a reticulated Non-Potable water supply, with the system providing water for showers,
toilets, and in better times household irrigation. For drinking water, Byrock residents generally have
rainwater tanks for such requirement.

The carting of this emergency water to the village is only possible because of the provision of funding by
the NSW Government through the Water Group in its Department of Climate Change, Energy, the
Environment and Water. Council has entered into a funding Deed with the Water Group on the basis that
the water is only available for “internal household use only (non potable).”

The emergency water is not for the use by village residents for garden irrigation purposes or for the
watering of livestock. If village residents require water for such purposes, it will be necessary for them to
make their own arrangements for water to be carted to their place.

Default Speed Limits

Council was advised on Friday 24 October 2025 that the Australian Government was considering
reducing the default speed limit on roads outside built-up areas from 100km/h to 70km/h with a similar
default speed limit proposed for unsealed roads. Submissions were closing on 10 November 2025.

As can be imagined, at least by people who would be affected by such a proposal, the response was very
much against such a proposal with some 11,000 submissions received by the Government, including one
from Bourke Shire Council very much objecting to the proposal.

At a recent meeting of Infrastructure and Transport Ministers from across Australia, the Federal
Government representative advised the meeting that “no further work is being undertaken on open
road default speed limits.” This is a most pleasing outcome to an extreme proposal.

December Council Meeting

The December Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 15 December 2025, commencing at 10.15am.
Monthly Council meetings are generally held on the 4™ Monday of the month; however the December
2025 meeting has been bought forward a week to avoid the Christmas rush. Residents can attend the
meeting, to be held in the Council Chambers in Mitchell St, Bourke, either in person or via the Audio-
Visual Link available on Councils website.

Should you wish to address the Council on a matter included on the Meeting Agenda during Public
Forum, being from 10.00am on the day of the meeting, please contact Council before 4.00pm tomorrow



afternoon, being the Friday prior to the meeting, to receive advice for accessing the approved form to
make an application.

Quote: "If it continues to go to hell in a hand basket, | have no doubt that the NRL will do what the
NRL always do, which is to protect the image of rugby league.” — Deposed West Tigers Interim
Chairman, Barry O’Farrell foreshadowing intervention by the NRL following board member sackings by
the Clubs majority owners.



