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Dark Days

| am sure that all members of the Bourke Shire Community are appalled at the actions of the two (2)
gunmen who opened fire on the many innocent people in attendance at Bondi Beach in Sydney on the
evening of Sunday, 14 December 2025. It is difficult to conjure words to describe their actions apart from
describing their actions as abhorrent. As | write this Column, the media is reporting that there are 16
fatalities and 40 people in hospital. Media is also suggesting that the fatality count will increase. What
drives two (2) people to be so hateful to plan and enact what happened at Bondi Beach is well beyond
me.

Councils Mayor, Lachlan Ford, has written to his fellow Mayor at Waverly Council, the Council where the
iconic Bondi Beach is located, to express condolences from the Bourke Shire Community.

Interestingly, in my first GM’s Column for last year, | provided a quote from Australian Businessman and
the founder of Westfield Corporation, Sir Frank Lowy AC, whose Father was murdered at Auschwitz,
reflecting on what society must learn from antisemitism, “We need to respect each other. Unfortunately,
the world has not developed to that effect.” Very true words.

Road Works

Rural Local Road (RLR) 50 is the Mooleyarrah Road. It runs from where it intersects with the Bourke -
Milparinka Road, some 9 kilometres east of the village of Wanaaring, travelling in a northly direction up
to essentially the village of Hungerford on the New South Wales and Queensland Border.

With the road running near parallel to the course of the Paroo River, it has been closed to all traffic
since the flooding of the Paroo back in March/April this year. Obviously, this extended closure has
placed a significant level of inconvenience on those who live and work along the roadway and to these
residents, | take the opportunity to thank you for your patience and understanding whilst the repairs
were undertaken.

| am now happy to advise that after a lot of work and following negotiations with Transport for NSW
(TfNSW) and the NSW Reconstruction Authority (NSWRA), which saw the required works approved,
works on the road have now been completed with the road having re-opened to traffic in late
November.

Whilst various sections of the road were repaired in a reasonably short time by Council staff, the
southern end of the road suffered extreme flooding that submerged the road under a large volume of
water for an extended period of time. It appears that the river burst its banks at that southern end and



had swallowed up the road. The damage was certainly significant, with the description of the road
“looking like a craterous moon surface” not being an understatement.

The only way to make the road accessible again was to import a large quantity of rock and then lay it up
to 1.5m deep. The magnitude of the task placed it beyond the scope of a regular emergency works
project with the approval process for such extended works requiring extended negotiations with both
TfNSW and the NSWRA to seek and gain approval to commence the works. As per the Disaster Funding
Guidelines, repairs would only be approved up to the condition level of the road at the time
immediately prior to the flood event. Approval to commence the emergency works was ultimately
received in early October with the work then successfully undertaken by Council contractors

Whilst it would have been preferable to raise the road level and instal a culvert as part of the recent
works, with such additional works being at Councils cost, that is not how the emergency works program
operates. Improvement or embellishment works are not permitted. The funding system is far from
perfect with Council to return to the site in the new year and undertake the identified improvement
works.

Davidson Oval

In early 2024, Council commissioned the development of a Draft Master Plan to lead the ongoing
development of Davidson Oval. As part of the development of the Draft Master Plan, a significant
amount of consultation was undertaken with sporting groups, and the community, with a number of
potential upgrades to the Oval identified, recommended and ultimately determined when the Master
Plan was adopted by Council at its August 2024 meeting.

As part of the Master Plan, one of its key elements is the “demolition of the existing canteen,
grandstand, and toilet block.” With this being my last Column for 2025 and no further Column until into
January, | wish to bring to the attention of the community that the grandstand at Davidson Oval will be
demolished early in the new year. Sporting Groups that utilise the grandstand for storage purposes are
in the process of removing their equipment in readiness for the demolition.

Once the grandstand is removed a sufficiently large area will be available for the siting of a
transportable style changeroom facility, which include ladies changerooms. This new building has four
(4) changerooms plus a changeroom for officials. The building also has accessible facilities and toilets
built into it.

With Council being committed to developing an overall design for further proposed upgrades at the
Oval, utilising using the Master Plan as a guide, Council has taken the next step and engaged Barnson
Pty Ltd to provide design services in respect of further upgrades at the Oval. These future upgrades
would include a new kiosk, a multi-purpose meeting style room, public toilets and public seating
facilities. Once completed, the overall design will then ensure that the proposed upgrade project is
“shovel-ready” and be used in the pursuit of future funding to deliver the project.

It is important that | note that the grandstand was named the “Keith Martin Grandstand” after the late
Keith Martin who is remembered as one of Bourke’s best rugby league representatives and as an
excellent rugby league referee. Staff have been in contact with Mr Martins family to assure them that
Mr Martins name will continue come the provision of new facilities at the Oval, with Council also
formally resolving as such.

Christmas Close Down



Please don’t forget that over the Christmas/New Year period, Council will close its main Office and
Library from 4.30pm on Tuesday 23 December 2023 and re-open at their respective regular opening
times on Monday, 12 January 2025. All other facilities (including the Swimming Pool, Waste Depot and
Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre) will also be closed on Christmas Day but re-open during the balance
of the Christmas/New Year period. These facilities may however operate with changes to the hours and
days of operation, as required.

Council will continue to provide essential services to ensure the health and safety of the community,
during this Christmas/New Year period and during January, when many staff are on leave. A list of
opening times for its various facilities is available on Councils website: https://bourke.nsw.gov.au. If you
have need to contact Council due to an emergency during the closedown period, you can contact the
Duty Officer on 0419 722 055.

Christmas Greetings

| take this opportunity to wish all residents a joyous Christmas and a safe, happy and healthy 2026. As
the year's tick by they certainly do so at a faster pace with 2025 being a perfect example.

| thank the Mayor and councillors for their governance and all Council staff for their considerable efforts
throughout the year.

Quote: “The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on fighting the old, but on building the
new." — Greek Philosopher Socrates, circa 430 B.C.



