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1. Intent 
 

The objective of this policy is to provide transparency and clarity relating to the 
processes of Council when considering the closure of lanes within the Bourke 
township by the installation of gates. 
 
2. Scope  
  
The Policy covers: 
 

• The mechanism that triggers consideration being given to closing a lane. 
 

• Public notice of the proposed lane closure. 
 

• Advice to affected residents and businesses of the proposed lane closure. 
 

• Authorisation for the lane to have a gate installed. 
 
3. Framework 
 
In an attempt to reduce crime and provide an increased quality of life for the 
community within Bourke Shire, over recent years Council has closed off several 
laneways in the township of Bourke. This initiative has greatly reduced undesirable 
traffic behind people’s homes and businesses, whilst still allowing access from either 
end of the laneway to back yards. 
 
4. Provisions 
 

• Formal correspondence is to be forwarded to Council, by way of either hard 
copy or email, identifying the nature of the issues relating to a particular 
area and requesting the closure of a laneway through the installation of a 
gate(s). 
 

• Following a request for the closure of a laneway, the matter will be 
considered by the General Manager, having regard to advice from 
Council’s  Manager Works.  
 

• Where such request is not acceded to, the applicant will be advised 
accordingly, with the reasons behind such decision being advised.  
 

• Where such request is proposed to be acceded to, Council will advertise the 
proposal by way of a Public Notice to the community, allowing a minimum 
of 28 days for comment. 
 

• Council will communicate directly with residents and businesses impacted 
by the proposal by way of correspondence prior to the conclusion of the 28 
day public exhibition period. 
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• Resultingly, should there be no viable reason why the laneway should not be 
closed, approval will be given for the installation of a gateway at a suitable 
location within the lane, subject to availability of funds. Where funding is not 
available the gate will be installed when funding becomes available. 
 

• Should objections be raised, further consultation will occur with the relevant 
parties and a report submitted to Council for determination of the matter.  
 

• The timing of any subsequent installation of a gate(s) will be at the direction 
of the General Manager to the Manager Works and proceed as Council’s 
Budget allows. 

 
5. Accountabilities 
 
Council oversees compliance with the policy, evaluates requests, considers 
community feedback and makes the final decision as to whether to proceed with 
the installation of a gate that results in a laneway closure. 
 
6.    Definitions 
 
Nil 
 
7. Linkages 

 
7.1 Applicable Legislation 
This policy is to be read in conjunction with the following:-  
 
NSW Roads Act, 1993 
 
7.2 Related Policies and Procedures 
Please refer to the following policies/procedures:  
 
Nil 
 
8.    Review 

 
This Policy will be reviewed every four (4) years or as required in the event of 
legislative changes. Any amendment to the Policy must be by way of a Council 
Resolution or the approval of the General Manager. 
 
8.1 Policy Amendments  

 
Version Date Approved Description of Changes 

V2 17/11/2025* Reviewed, updated and formatted into new 
template. 

 

* Note: Council resolved 17/11/2025 to publicly exhibit the draft policy for a period 
of 28 days, and that in the event that no submissions were received, the draft Lane 
Closure Policy No. 3.6.9 (v2), be adopted. No submissions were received. 
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