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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF BOURKE
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 29 MITCHELL STREET BOURKE NSW
ON MONDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2025 AT 10.15AM

PRESENT: Cr Lachlan Ford (Mayor), Cr Patricia Bates-Canty, Cr Kylie Baty, Cr Sally Davis,
Cr Frank Kerr (via Audio-Visual Link), Cr Scott McAdam, Cr Maxime Nina (via
Audio-Visual Link), Cr Robert Stutsel

IN ATTENDANCE: Leonie Brown (General Manager), Peter Brown (Manager Works), Melanie
Milgate (Economic Development Manager), Chris Morrall (Coordinator Road
Operations), Ang Pasang Rai (Manager Corporate Services), Dwayne
Willoughby (Manager Environmental Services), Margo Anderson (Executive
Assistant - Minutes)

1 OPENING PRAYER

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The Mayor then provided an Acknowledgment of Country
3 REMEMBRANCE

Council stood in silence in the memory of the following recently deceased:

Colleen Coaker Les Edwards Loretta Edwards Noel Gillon Snr
Ray Long Mick Northy Robyn Orcher Garry Paff
George Reed Patrick Shepherd Kenny Turnbull Erich Von-einem
Les Walsh Ella Wheelhouse Grace Wilson

The Mayor also reflected on the innocent victims, the emergency responders and the wider
community following the tragic events at Bondi Beach, Sydney on 14 December 2025.

4 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Requests for Leave of Absence were received from Cr Sarah Barton and Cr Sam Rice who were
absent from the meeting due to personal reasons.

Resolution 2025/309

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel

That the apologies received from Cr Sarah Barton and Cr Sam Rice be accepted and leave of
absence granted.
Carried
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5 ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO VISUAL LINK BY COUNCILLORS

Requests to attend the meeting via audio-visual link were received from Cr Frank Kerr and Cr
Maxime Nina who were unable to attend the meeting due to personal reasons.

Resolution 2025/310

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis

That Cr Frank Kerr and Cr Maxime Nina be permitted to attend the meeting via Audio-Visual Link
due to personal reasons.

Carried

6 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Cr Patricia Bates-Canty declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 7.1 of the
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: Mayoral Minute — Mayoral Activity Report: Attendance at a
meeting with the Hon Penny Sharpe, MP, Minister for Climate Change, Energy, Heritage and the
Environment and in Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: Business Arising — Mayoral
Minute — Proliferation of National Parks in Far West NSW. The reason for such interest is that Cr
Bates-Canty’s husband is employed by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service in Bourke and
that Cr Bates-Canty is a Member of the Joint Management Committee for Toorale National Park. In
making this declaration, Cr Bates-Canty advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of
sight should Council separately consider the matter as part of Item 7.1 or Item 12.3 of the Ordinary
Council Meeting Agenda.

Cr Sally Davis declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting
Agenda: Business Arising - North Bourke Storm Water Drainage. The reason for such interest is that
Cr Davis and her husband own land adjacent to the land the subject of the reports and are in
discussion with Council regarding a potential sale of a portion of such land. In making this
declaration, Cr Davis advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should Council
separately consider this matter as part of Iltem 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.

Council’s General Manager, Mrs Leonie Brown, declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of
interest in Item 12.2 of the Ordinary Meeting Agenda — Information to Councillors —
Correspondence received — Debbie Whyte. The reason for such interest is that Mrs Brown’s son-in-
law, Mr Dan Barton, is referred to in the correspondence. In making this declaration, Mrs Brown
advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should Council separately consider
the matter as part of Item 12.2 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda, but only where
discussions in the meeting relate specifically to Mr Barton.

Council’s General Manager, Mrs Leonie Brown, declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item
12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: Business Arising Report - Proposed Motel Tender
for the Development of Documentation — Proposed Motel Business Case. The reason for such
interest is that Mrs Brown and her husband own and operate a commercial accommodation facility
in Bourke, which the subject report relates to. In making this declaration, Mrs Brown advised that
she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should Council separately consider this matter as
part of Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.
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7 MAYORAL MINUTE

7.1 *#* MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL ACTIVITIES

File Number: 1707

The Council had before it the report of the Mayor regarding the Mayoral Minute - Mayoral
Activities.

Resolution 2025/311
Moved:  Mayor Lachlan Ford

That the information in the Mayoral Minute — Mayoral Activities for the period 10 November
2025 to 7 December 2025 as presented to Council on Monday, 15 December 2025, be noted.

Carried

At this juncture, Cr Patricia Bates-Canty left the meeting, the time being 10:39 am.

At this juncture, Cr Patricia Bates-Canty returned to the meeting, the time being 10:52 am.
8 STARRING OF ITEMS
Council’s Code of Meeting Practice provides that Council may at any time, resolve to adopt

multiple items of business on the agenda by way of a single resolution.

In this regard the Council had before it a list of reports, unstarred, with such items proposed to be
adopted by Council in a single resolution. The following additional report was identified by Council
to be starred for individual consideration.

Item No Name of Report Officer

12.2 Information to Councillors General Manager

Resolution 2025/312

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items as contained in the agenda for
the Ordinary Meeting of Council, held on Monday, 15 December 2025 be adopted save and
except for Item No 12.2 of the Agenda, with such item to be considered seperately.

Carried

Page 6




Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 15 December 2025

9 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Resolution 2025/313

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17 November 2025 be taken as read,
confirmed as correct minutes and signed by the Mayor and the General Manger.

Carried

10 RESCISSION MOTIONS

Nil

11 NOTICES OF MOTION

Nil

12 BUSINESS ARISING

12.1 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

File Number: C12.6

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Calendar of Events.

Resolution 2025/314

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the General Manager regarding the Calendar of Events, as presented to
Council on Monday, 15 December 2025, be noted.
Carried
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12.2 INFORMATION TO COUNCILLORS

File Number: 20657

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Information to
Councillors.

Motion

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the General Manager regarding Information to Councillors for the period 10
November 2025 to 7 December 2025, as presented to Council on Monday, 15 December 2025, be
noted.

Amendment

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

1. That the report of the General Manager regarding Information to Councillors for the
period 10 November 2025 to 7 December 2025, as presented to Council on Monday, 15
December 2025, be noted.

2. That the correspondence dated 17 November 2025 from Mrs Debbie Whyte, as
distributed to Councillors on 28 November 2025, be noted.

3. That that General Manager be requested to report to the February 2026 Ordinary
Meeting of Council following a review of Council Policy No 3.7.9 - Internal Filtered
Water Leaks, that gives consideration to extenuating circumstances for excessive
filtered water use on the property owner’s/resident’s side of the filtered water meter at
properties located in Bourke and North Bourke.

The amendment on being put to the meeting was carried.
The amendment then became the Motion and when being put to the meeting was carried.

Resolution 2025/315

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

1. That the report of the General Manager regarding Information to Councillors for the
period 10 November 2025 to 7 December 2025, as presented to Council on Monday, 15
December 2025, be noted.

2. That the correspondence dated 17 November 2025 from Mrs Debbie Whyte, as
distributed to Councillors on 28 November 2025, be noted.

3. That that General Manager be requested to report to the February 2026 Ordinary
Meeting of Council following a review of Council Policy No 3.7.9 - Internal Filtered
Water Leaks, that gives consideration to extenuating circumstances for excessive
filtered water use on the property owner’s/resident’s side of the filtered water meter at
properties located in Bourke and North Bourke.

Carried
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12.3 *#* BUSINESS ARISING REPORT

File Number: 20657

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Business Arising
Report.

Resolution 2025/316

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

That the report of the General Manager regarding Business Arising, as presented to Council on
Monday, 15 December 2025, be noted.

Carried

13 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

13.1 *** HIGH PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY AREA EXTENSION PROPOSAL - CONSULTATION

File Number: 3185, 20157

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Road Infrastructure regarding the High
Pedestrian Activity Area Extension Proposal - Consultation.

Resolution 2025/317

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

1. That the outcome of the community consultation and stakeholder engagement in respect
of the High Pedestrian Activity Areas extension proposal for Bourke, be noted.

2. That the High Pedestrian Activity Areas extension proposal for Mitchell Lane and
additional sections of Mitchell, Oxley, Sturt and Richard Streets, Bourke, comprising
lower speed limits (40km/h) and traffic calming treatments, be adopted for
implementation, pending the receipt of grant funding.

Carried
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13.2 BOURKE LOCAL TRANSPORT FORUM - DECEMBER 2025 MEETING MINUTES

File Number: 20157

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Road Infrastructure regarding the Bourke
Local Transport Forum - December 2025 Meeting Minutes.

Resolution 2025/318

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the minutes of the Meeting of the Bourke Shire Council Local Transport Forum held on 9
December 2025, as presented to Council on Monday, 15 December 2025 be adopted.

Carried

14 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Nil

15 GENERAL MANAGER

15.1 *** ANNUAL REPORT 2024/2025

File Number: 1211

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Annual Report
2024/2025.

Resolution 2025/319

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis

That the report of the General Manager regarding Councils 2024/2025 Annual Report, as
presented to Council on Monday, 15 December 2025 be noted.

Carried
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15.2 *#* COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETINGS 2026

File Number: 3323, 3324, 3325, 3326, 3328

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Community
Consultation Meetings 2026.

Motion

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Kylie Baty

1. That Council note the scheduling of the 2026 Community Consultation Meetings.
2. That Councillors indicate to the General Manager which meetings they are able to attend
so transport and catering can be coordinated.

Amendment

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Kylie Baty

1. That Council note the revised scheduling of the 2026 Community Consultation Meetings

as follows

Village Day Date Time
Byrock Wednesday 4 February 12.30pm
Bourke Wednesday 4 February 5.30pm
Enngonia Wednesday 11 February 8.30am
Fords Bridge Wednesday 11 February 12.00pm
Wanaaring Tuesday 17 February 8.30am
Louth Tuesday 17 February 1.00pm

2. That Councillors indicate to the General Manager which meetings they are able to
attend so transport and catering can be coordinated.

The amendment on being put to the meeting was carried.
The amendment then became the Motion and when being put to the meeting was carried.

Resolution 2025/320

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Kylie Baty

1. That Council note the revised scheduling of the 2026 Community Consultation Meetings

as follows

Village Day Date Time
Byrock Wednesday 4 February 12.30pm
Bourke Wednesday 4 February 5.30pm
Enngonia Wednesday 11 February 8.30am
Fords Bridge Wednesday 11 February 12.00pm
Wanaaring Tuesday 17 February 8.30am
Louth Tuesday 17 February 1.00pm

2. That Councillors indicate to the General Manager which meetings they are able to

attend so transport and catering can be coordinated.

Carried
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15.3 *#* AUDIT RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE - NOVEMBER 2025 MEETING
MINUTES

File Number: 20383

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Audit Risk and
Improvement Committee - November 2025 Meeting Minutes.

Resolution 2025/321

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Kylie Baty

That the minutes of the meeting of the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee held on 20
November 2025, be adopted.

Carried

16 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT

16.1 *#* BANK RECONCILIATION AND STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES - 30 NOVEMBER 2025

File Number: 20485

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Bank
Reconciliation and Statement of Bank Balances - 30 November 2025.

Resolution 2025/322

Moved: Cr Scott McAdam
Seconded: Cr Kylie Baty

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the
Statement of Bank Balances as at 30 November 2025 be noted.

Carried
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16.2 *#* INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO REPORT AS AT 30 NOVEMBER 2025

File Number: 2101

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Investment
Portfolio Report as at 30 November 2025.

Resolution 2025/323

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

1. That the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding Council’s Investment
Portfolio as of 30 November 2025, as presented to Council on Monday, 15 December
2025, be received and noted.

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted, and the report
adopted.

Carried

17 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Nil

18 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Nil
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19

POLICIES

19.1

*#*1.6.1 (V10) CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE POLICY - EFFECTIVE 1 JANUARY 2026

File Number: 2605

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the 1.6.1 (v10) Code of
Meeting Practice Policy - Effective 1 January 2026.

Resolution 2025/324

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

1.

That Clause 5.18 of Council’s draft Code of Meeting Practice, Policy No. 1.6.1(v.10), as
exhibited, be amended such that it reads:

Councillors may attend and participate in meetings of the council and committees of the
council by audio-visual link with the approval of the council or the relevant committee
where they are prevented from attending the meeting in person because of ill-health or
other medical reasons or because of unforeseen caring responsibilities, or as per the
advice of the Minister for Local Government dated 1 December 2025, due to a weather
event that has made local roads impassable or unsafe.

That Council’s draft Code of Meeting Practice, Policy No. 1.6.1(v.10), as exhibited, and as
amended in respect of Clause 5.18 thereof, be adopted as Council’s Code of Meeting
Practice effective 1 January 2026.

That the correspondence of Mr Brett Whitworth, Deputy Secretary, Office of Local
Government dated 24 November 2025 and 28 November 2025 regarding:

(a) the attendance at meetings by councillors via audio-visual link; and

(b) the disallowance motion in the NSW Parliament in respect of the 2025 Model
Meeting Code;

be noted.

That the correspondence of the Hon Ron Hoenig, Minister for Local Government dated 1
December regarding the attendance at meetings by councillors via audio-visual link, be
noted.

Carried

20

Nil

PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE
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21 ACTIVITY REPORTS

21.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES - ROAD WORKS AND WORKSHOP ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 1945

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Road Infrastructure regarding the Engineering
Services - Road Works and Workshop Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/325

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the Manager Road Infrastructure regarding Engineering Services - Road Works
and Workshop Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 15 December 2025, be noted.

Carried

21.2 ENGINEERING SERVICES - PARKS AND GARDENS, TOWN SERVICES, WATER AND WASTE
WATER ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 1946

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Works regarding the Engineering Services -
Parks and Gardens, Town Services, Water and Waste Water Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/326

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the Manager Works regarding Engineering Services - Parks and Gardens, Town
Services and Water and Wastewater Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 15 December
2025, be noted.

Carried
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21.3 PLANNING, REGULATORY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 1102, 1322, 1059, 1165

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Planning, Regulatory and Environmental
Services regarding the Planning, Regulatory and Environmental Services Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/327

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the Manager Planning, Regulatory and Environmental Services - Planning,
Regulatory and Environmental Services Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 15
December 2025, be noted.

Carried

21.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 4170

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the General Manager's
Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/328

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the General Manager regarding General Manager Activity for November 2025,
as presented to Council on Monday, 15 December 2025, be noted.

Carried

21.5 LIBRARY ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 2780

The Council had before it the report of the Library Manager regarding the Library Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/329

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the Library Manager regarding Library Activity, as presented to Council on
Monday, 15 December 2025, be noted.

Carried
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21.6 TOURISM AND EVENTS ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 3283

The Council had before it the report of the Coordinator Tourism Operations regarding the Tourism
and Events Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/330

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam

That the report of the Coordinator Tourism regarding Tourism and Events Activity, as presented
to Council on Monday, 15 December 2025, be noted.

Carried

22 CLOSED SESSION

Nil

The Meeting closed at 11.37am.

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 23
February 2026.

CHAIRPERSON
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