
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

Welcome to 2026 
 
With this being my initial Column for 2026, I take the opportunity to wish residents and visitors all the 
very best for the New Year. Undoubtedly, the new year will again bring challenges for the Bourke 
community, which I am certain the community will again rise to. 
 
Australia Day Celebrations 
 
On Monday this week, the Bourke community came together at Darling Park to “Reflect, Respect and 
Celebrate” Australia Day 2026. People in Bourke took the time to acknowledge what we have achieved 
as a nation, and equally, to reaffirm our commitment to building an even better Australia for future 
generations. It was also an opportunity to reflect on Australia’s rich Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
history and culture and celebrate the contribution that every Australian makes to our great nation.  
 
Bourke’s Australia Day Ambassador for 2026 was author, educator, and mental health and suicide 
prevention advocate, Mr Allan Sparkes CV, OAM, VA, FRSN. Allan joined the Bourke Australia Day 
celebrations as part of the Australia Day Ambassador Program. This program is a long-running and highly 
successful initiative that sends accomplished Australians to more than 300 community celebrations 
across the nation each year. Over the years, Bourke has been blessed with highly accomplished 
Australians as their Ambassador, and Allan was certainly no exception.  
 
His commitment to improving mental health outcomes across New South Wales and his work 
supporting Indigenous youth programs reflects a lifetime of service to others. Allan is one of only five (5) 
Australians in the past 50 years to receive Australia’s highest civilian bravery decoration — the Cross of 
Valour. Allan was awarded this honour for his heroic actions in 1996, when he rescued a young boy 
trapped in a flooded underground stormwater drain following record rainfall in Coffs Harbour. I found 
Allan to be an inspiring individual. 
 
As is the annual tradition, Bourke’s Australia Day Awards were also announced on the day. 
Congratulations are extended to Bourke’s Citizen of the Year, Ernie Delaney; Young Citizen of the Year, 
Selwyn Kelly; Sportsperson of the Year, George Dickson; and Junior Sportsperson of the Year, Rasheda 
Smith-Orcher. 
 
In addition, congratulations are extended to David Neylon who was awarded the Volunteer of the Year 
Award; Lee-Anne Hughston who was awarded the Bourke Shire Village Service Award; with the 
Community Event of the Year Award being presented to the Bourke Rotary Club Inc for their July 2025 
Radiothon and Online Auction to raise funds for the Macquarie Homestay Facility in Dubbo.  
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Each of the award recipients have contributed significantly to the growth and development of the 
Bourke Shire community and again congratulate them.  
 
Village Meetings 
 
Councillors and staff will be “on the road” on various days during early to mid-February 2026 meeting 
and consulting with residents as part of Councils preparation of its 2026/2027 Operational Plan 
(Budget). 
 
The timetable for the village meetings is as follows: 
 
Wednesday 4 February 2026: 5.30pm – Bourke (Back O’ Bourke Conference Centre). 
Monday 9 February 2026: 12.30pm – Byrock (Mulga Creek Hotel). Please note revised date for Byrock 
meeting. 
Wednesday 11 February 2026: 8.30am - Enngonia (CWA Rooms) and 12.00pm - Fords Bridge (Cricket 
Oval Club House). 
Tuesday 17 February 2026: 8.30am – Wanaaring (Wanaaring Memorial Hall) and 1.00pm – Louth (Louth 
Tennis Club Rooms). 
 
All members of the public are very much invited to attend and contribute as Council seeks to draw from 
the community their strategic objectives and requests for works and services in respect of our Shire wide 
community and any other current concerns in regard to their respective locality.  
 
Byrock Water Supply  
 
I was talking to Mick Knight of Byrock regarding the status of the Byrock Water supply recently. Whilst 
Mick reported that Byrock had seen a couple of storms of late, unfortunately there had been little 
inflow into the ground water tank. Council crews have recently been grading the earthen drains flowing 
to the tank to improve run-off opportunities. With the ground water tank essentially empty, and to 
ensure the village has sufficient supply, water will continue to be carted from Bourke to the village until 
such time as the ground water tank has an available supply of water. 
 
Retail Worker Safety 
 
Workers within the retail sector are exposed to many hazards, both physical and psychosocial. These 
hazards can often compound together to create major risks to frontline retail workers. One major 
hazard that has been increasing is workplace violence and aggression. This can come from customers 
and others within the workplace. Another key hazard, which contributes to workplace violence and 
aggression, is high workload or job demands.  
 
If you are a person conducting a business or undertaking (PCBU) you must ensure, so far as is reasonably 
practicable, the health and safety of workers, and others, while at the workplace. Safework NSW has 
developed important information on the responsibilities for PCBUs within the retail sector, hazards 
workers and others may be exposed to and resources available. Further information is available at: 
https://news.safework.nsw.gov.au 
 
Flood Warning Levels 
 
Late last year, advice was received from Chief Inspector Craig Ronan, who is the Coordinator of 
Emergency Planning for the Westen Zone of the State Emergency Service, that the 



Minor and Moderate flood classifications for the Fords Bridge Bywash, located on the Warrego River, 
had changed. There are no changes to the Major flood classification. The changes were approved by the 
NSW/ACT Flood Warning Consultative Committee (FWCC) at their meeting in late November 2025. 
  
The changes have come about as a result of an extensive review of the consequences of flooding for the 
Minor and Moderate flood classifications following flood events in 2025. The changes are listed below. 
  

• Minor has changed from 1.70m to 2.50m. 
• Moderate has changed from 2.50m to 2.80m. 
• Major remains at 3.20m. 

  
The NSW SES Flood Intelligence Card for Fords Bridge Bywash has been updated to reflect the changes 
in line with the NSW & ACT BOM Service Level Specification (SLS) Version 3.16. For those with a keen 
interest in flooding matters, a copy of this document is available for your information at the following 
link: https://www.bom.gov.au/nsw/NSW_SLS_Current.pdf  
 
Council Meeting 
 
The first ordinary meeting of Council for 2026 will be held on Monday, 23 February 2026 in the Bourke 
Shire Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell St, Bourke, commencing at 10.15am with members of the public 
welcome to attend, either in-person or by watching via Audio-Visual link. 
 
Quote: “I told my wife that I could make a car out of spaghetti. You should have seen her face when I 
drove pasta!!” - Cricket commentator, Kerry O’Keefe, making dad jokes during a break in play. 
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