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Murray—Darling Basin Plan

| wrote in last week's column of advice from Andrew McConville, Chief Executive of the Murray Darling
Basin Authority (MDBA) that, in accordance with the Commonwealth Water Act 2007 (Cth), 2026 will
see the Authority reviewing the Murray—Darling Basin Plan. In addition to noting the importance of the
review for Bourke Shire, | advised that in coming weeks the Authority would be releasing its Basin Plan
Review Discussion Paper and commence a 12-week public consultation period where anyone can make
a submission.

As part of this public consultation the MDBA is seeking local knowledge, lived experience, and
community perspectives to inform the Basin Plan Review. The Authority is “encouraging individuals and
groups to share what matters most in their area; feedback on what is working well and what could be
improved and thoughtful submissions that reflect local priorities and future needs.”

The official launch of the Review Discussion Paper and the consultation timeframe took place in
Tamworth last Thursday with the Authority proposing to be in Bourke on Wednesday 4 March 2026 for
a meeting with Council, Government Departments, and major water users. Later in the day meetings are
proposed to be held with businesses and community groups and then a meeting with individuals and
community representatives. Finally, towards the end of the day, the Authority is proposing a drop-in
session where community members can visit the MDBA office and meet with their team.

On Thursday 5 March 2026, it is proposed that the MDBA representatives will conduct a drop-in session
for community members in Louth before heading down for an afternoon session in Tilpa.

| will confirm these dates and provide times in future columns but at this point, given that the Review
Discussion Paper has been launched, a copy of the Paper is now available on the MDBA website:
https://www.mdba.gov.au

Emergency Services

As part of the NSW Government funded, and successful, 2025/2026 Summer School Holiday Activity
Program in Bourke, Wednesday, 21 January saw the community’s various emergency service providers
come together and explain their various roles and display their equipment to the youth of Bourke.

The emergency services that attended the day included representatives from the NSW Rural Fire
Service, Fire and Rescue NSW, the State Emergency Service, NSW Ambulance and officers from the NSW
Police, including general duty officers and officers from the Traffic and Highway Patrol Command. As
part of the Command, members of the NSW Police Trail Bike Unit also attended. A great day was had by



all day with each service entertaining and educating those youth in attendance on all thing emergency
services.

| take the opportunity to thank those staff from the various services that took the time to come along
and not only displayed their respective emergency equipment, but also, importantly, engaged with our
local youth. I also thank the Council staff who manned the barbeque and provided refreshments to the
crowd.

One of the attendees at the event was Deputy Commissioner Peter Thurtell from NSW Police. Peter has
recently announced his retirement after serving the people of NSW for four decades with his visit to
Bourke being his final visit to the region before his retirement next month. Interestingly, before
becoming a Police Officer, the Deputy Commissioner worked at the Email Factory at Orange for six (6)
year's after finishing his schooling. Peoples working life can certainly take many a twist and turn from
start to finish. In addition, Assistant Commissioner Andrew Holland also attended the day, so there were
certainly some high level officers at the event.

National Parks

Council has previously raised its considerable concerns with the NSW Government regarding the
proliferation of National Parks, not only in the Bourke Shire but also across the wider western region of
NSW. At a recent meeting with officers from the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), it was
bought to Councils attention that applications were currently open for the new term of NPWS Regional
Advisory Committees, with these committees to operate from 1 July 2026 — 30 June 2030.

Regional Advisory Committees are statutory bodies that provide advice to the Minister for the
Environment and the National Parks and Wildlife Service on park management. Whilst it is unlikely that
the macro issue of further acquisition of land in the west for use as National Parks would be up for
discussion at the committee, issues relating to park management, including weed infestations, invasive
feral pests, inadequate fencing and like issues, would be part of the Committees role.

It is considered fair to say that there is considerable discontent across the wider western region as to
how the existing tranche of National Parks are being managed. Certainly considerable concerns have by
raised with Council.

With applications open, there is an opportunity for those who have that lived experience with the
operation of National Parks, to put their name forward as a prospective committee member.

Further information about the matter can be sourced at : https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/about-
us/who-we-are/advisory-committees/regional-advisory-committees with applications closing with
NPWS on Wednesday 25 February 2026 at 11.55pm.

Macquarie Homestay

Over the Christmas period | was talking with the Chair of the Macquarie Homestay Board, Andy Single.
2025 was another big year for the Macquarie Homestay facility in Dubbo. With the opening of the CWA
NSW Guesthouse, a total of 51 units are now in operation at Homestay, equating to approximately 900
potential guests per month.

Homestay has yet again been well supported by the community, and in discussions Andy made special
mention of the $100,000 raised by the 2WEB/Bourke Rotary Club Radiothon Auction. Also, as part of
that support, Homestay engaged over 300 volunteers in programs such as the guest concierge service
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and guest dinners. More recently, the Tour de OROC Committee and the South Dubbo Rotary Club
presented funds totalling $336,000 to Homestay following the staging of the Tour de OROC Cycling
Event late last year.

Andy also advised that with the majority of users attending the facility from Sunday night to Friday
lunchtime, coinciding with weekday medical appointments, the quietest period at Homestay is Friday
and Saturday nights. Given this, the Board has made the decision to make the facility available for
weekend stays at commercial rates, for travellers to Dubbo. If you're travelling to Dubbo on a Friday and
Saturday and wish to stay a night or 2, keep the fantastic facilities at Macquarie Homestay in mind.
Homestay can be contacted on 6885 4663.

Mayoral Activity

At the December 2025 meeting of Council, which does seem a long time ago now, the Shire’s Mayor,
Councillor Lachlan Ford, took the opportunity to reflect on his various Council activities since becoming
Mayor in September 2024. | thought it worthwhile to reproduce some of these statistics to provide an
insight into the activities of the Mayor.

In this regard, it is noted that during the 14-month period to December 2025, the Mayor had attended
13 Council Meetings; 13 Parliamentary/Ministerial meetings; 10 meetings of the Far North West Joint
Organisation; 4 meetings of the Country Mayors Association; 3 meetings of the Alliance of Western
Councils and 3 meetings of the Border Region Organisation of Councils. In addition he attended 88 other
meetings relating to Council matters; 10 workshops and 7 local government conferences. Certainly a
busy period.

Quote: “God knows what happens tomorrow let alone in six months or 12 months. It has been a great
ride.” Tennis great Novak Djokovic after losing to Carlos Alcaraz in the Australian Open final.



