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Regional Express Airlines

At Dubbo Airport, all aircraft operators have to pay landing fees. In the case of what is referred to as
Regular Public Transport (RPT) aircraft operators, such as Qantaslink and Regional Express (Rex), they
also pay Passenger and Checked Baggage Screening fees. These landing and screening fees are
ultimately transferred to passengers and added to the purchase price of a ticket.

When Regional Express Airlines went into Administration in July 2024, the Australian Financial Review
reported that the beleaguered airline was “believed to have left about half a million dollars in unpaid
airport fees at Dubbo,” with the newspaper also advising that “Regional Express was months behind on
its payments to airports and other suppliers before it went into administration and ratepayers will have
to foot the bill for out-of-pocket local councils.”

Fast forward some 19 months and the Federal Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government, the Hon Catherine King MP, has announced that Regional and
remote airports impacted by Rex’s voluntary administration can now apply for a share in $5 million of
funding under the Federal Government’s Regional and Remote Airport Support Program. | suspect that
the funding announcement would come as quite a relief to those councils who were impacted by the
airline’s 2024 financial collapse.

Airports are expensive pieces of infrastructure to build and maintain and no airport owner would like to
incur bad debts to the extent as reported by the Financial Review at Dubbo. As Bourke residents we rely
on the Dubbo Airport in terms of aviation connectivity with Sydney and beyond. We also rely on Dubbo

Airport in the event of medical emergencies. Any loss of revenue that results in users then having to pay
increased fees is to be avoided.

School Holiday Activities Program

Experience in Bourke has shown the importance of structured activities being available for young people
during school holiday periods to keep them active. The availability of these activities is most relevant
during the Christmas/New Year holiday period which extends for some weeks.

With this in mind, and as part of discussions in November 2025 with the NSW Premier, the Hon Chris
Minns MP, involving representatives from Brewarrina, Coonamble, Walgett and Bourke Shire councils,
the Premier announced $80,000 in funding for youth-based programs over the Christmas period in
Bourke. This funding was to ensure that young people had access to safe and structured activities during
the highest-risk time of the year.



In response, Council, in partnership with officers from the Central North Police District and a wide range
of local youth agencies and community organisations, successfully developed a comprehensive seven (7)
week Summer School Holiday Program for young people across the Shire.

The 2025/2026 Bourke Summer School Holiday Program successfully delivered a diverse and engaging
calendar of free activities, keeping children and young people active, connected and supported
throughout the summer holiday period, with the program considered a resounding success for the
Bourke community.

A key feature of the program was the continuation of free entry to the Bourke Swimming Pool, available
not only to children but also to families and visitors to Bourke. This initiative was particularly welcomed
during the periods of extreme heat and provided a safe, accessible and inclusive space for the
community to cool off and socialise. Thank you to Council’s pool contractor, Scott Parnaby.

A big thank you is also extended to the Premier for the funding and to the various agencies, community
agencies and volunteers who came on board to deliver the various programs.

Council Meeting

Next Monday, 23 February 2026, will see the Council meet for its initial meeting of the year. This follows
a previous decision of Council not to meet during January 2026. Commencing at 10.15am, the meeting
will be held in the Chambers located at 29 Mitchell Street Bourke. If you're interested in Councils
activities but are unable to attend the meeting in person, you can watch the meeting as it is
livestreamed. To access the meeting, simply go to the Home Page at Council’s website
(https://bourke.nsw.gov.au) and scroll down to the Noticeboard section and click onto the box labelled
“Live Stream” under the heading Council Meeting.

One absence from the meeting will be former Councillor, Maxime Nina, who has advised me of his
resignation as a councillor effective 9 February 2026. In times gone by, when a councillor resigned, it
was necessary for a by-election to be held. A by-election involved all the processes required for an
ordinary council election including all registered voters being required to vote and then the required
count of votes being conducted. For a Shire like Bourke, the cost of a by-election would exceed $50,000.
Following the passing of legislation by the NSW Government, the Local Government Act and Regulations
were amended such that Councils were given the option of using a countback of votes cast at the last
ordinary election to fill casual vacancies occurring in the offices of councillors in the first 18 months after
the election. This allows councils to use a countback to fill vacancies at a significantly lower cost than the
cost of holding a by-election. In the case of Bourke Shire, the cost of a countback election is some
$10,000.

To exercise the option of using a countback to fill casual vacancies occurring in the first 18 months
following the election, councils had to resolve at their first meeting after the election, to use a
countback to fill casual vacancies. Following the 14 September 2024 elections, Bourke Shire Council
resolved in respect of the countback process at its meeting of 8 October 2024. If Council did not resolve
this at its first meeting after the election, it would have had no choice at this time other than to fill the
casual vacancy through a by-election.

Time Flys
It is amazing just how quickly time seems to fly these days. With the Christmas/New Year period and

holidays now but a distant memory, 2026 is well and truly underway. Already we have had Australia
Day; children are back at school; the Seatle Seahawks have won the NFL Super Bowl; the annual village


https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/

tours are completed; its only 10 days until the 2026 NRL Season kicks off with two (2) games at Allegiant
Stadium in Las Vegas and hot cross buns are on the supermarket shelves.

Talking of the NRL, one has to congratulate the way that the South Sydney Rabbitoh's achieved the
signing of Payne Haas for the 2027 — 2029 seasons. So often, speculation by the media surrounding a
signing goes on and on and on. So often, the speculation leads to nothing as a result of a player manager
floating that a particular player is thinking of leaving his club, all in an attempt to garner a higher
contract fee. Rabbitoh's Coach, Wayne Bennett, is certainly an enigma, with Cameron Murray, the
Rabbitohs Captain, advising that he didn’t know of the signing until it was publicly announced. Well
done by all concerned and if the Rabbits can keep their players on the paddock, they will give the
competition a nudge not just in 2026, but certainly in 2027.

Quote: “And similar to ski racing, we take risks in life. We dream. We love. We jump. And sometimes
we fall.” — Downhill ski racer, Lindsey Vonn, after crashing out at the Olympics, sustaining a complex
tibia fracture in doing so.
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