
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to Bourke Event 
 
The 17th Annual Welcome to Bourke Event will be held on Wednesday 4 March 2026, commencing 
at 6:30pm at the Back O’ Bourke Information Centre on Tancred Drive, Bourke. This annual, and special 
event is all about warmly welcoming newcomers to the Bourke community.  
 
Staff at the Information Centre will be putting together welcome gift bags that are filled with local 
business information and a few fun goodies. If you’re a local business and would  like to contribute 
brochures, promotional items or information sheets, you’re welcome to drop them into the staff at the 
Centre. 
 
If you're attending the event on behalf of a business, school, sporting club or community group, it is 
requested that you wear something recognisable — such as a club shirt, uniform or name badge — to 
assist spark conversation and connections on the night. 
 
Should you know of any new residents who have arrived in Bourke in the last 12 months, staff at the 
Information Centre would very much appreciate the names of these new residents so that a personal 
invite can be issued. 
 
To assist with catering on the night, it is requested that names of attendees be submitted to the 
Information Centre staff by tomorrow afternoon. 
 
If you have any questions or names of prospective attendees, feel free to contact Council’s friendly 
tourism team by either dropping into the Centre, phoning them on 6872 1321 or emailing them 
at:  info@backobourke.com.au 
 
Drought Support 
 
I was surprised to recently learn that the Australian Government no longer makes drought declarations. 
Rather, it is the Government’s position that support “is based on individual needs and circumstances.” 
The Government considers that this approach means that a wide range of programs are always available 
to help farmers and agribusinesses prepare for drought;  manage through tough times and recover and 
build resilience.  
 
I am unaware if the NSW State Government is taking the same approach to drought declarations as the 
Australian Government, however, the NSW Government recently announced that it was expanding its 
drought plan with new financial support products and services for farmers and communities as dry 
conditions continue across parts of NSW. Whilst the focus of the NSW Government’s announcement, 
made by the Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Regional New South Wales and Minister for Western 
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New South Wales. the Hon Tara Moriarty MLC, in the main relates to the dry in Southern NSW, there are 
some provisions for western NSW. These include funding to: 
 

• Reduce kangaroo populations in drought affected western NSW. ($1.2 million in funding) – to 
help combat the emerging kangaroo grazing pressure competing for feed and water. 

• Increase the targeting of feral pigs and deer for landholders. ($2 million program) - supporting 
landholders in drought-impacted regions where limited food and water drives the feral and pest 
animals to compete with livestock around critical water points and shaded areas. 

 
Far North West Joint Organisation  
 
The Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJO), comprising the shire councils of Bourke, Cobar and 
Walgett, came into effect on 12 July 2018. Another Joint Organisation that was also created around that 
time was the Orana Joint Organisation (JO). This JO comprised the councils of Gilgandra, Mid-Western 
Regional (Mudgee), Narromine, and Warrumbungle (Coonabarabran)shire councils. The members of this 
JO essentially surrounded Dubbo; however  Dubbo Council was not a member of any JO. 
 
The Orana JO was unworkable due, I suspect for a variety of reasons, and became non-operational in 
2021.Following the success of former Orana Regional Organisation of Councils (OROC), which comprised 
basically all the Councils in Western NSW and which was disbanded when JO’s were introduced, the 
Alliance of Western Councils (AWC) was formed. In addition to being a member of the Far North West 
Joint Organisation, Bourke Shire is also a member of the Alliance of Western Councils along with Bogan, 
Brewarrina, Central Darling, Cobar, Coonamble, Dubbo Regional, Gilgandra, Mid-Western Regional, 
Narromine, Walgett, Warren and Warrumbungle Councils.  
 
Since its inception, the FNWJO has operated successfully and has achieved this through a focused Board, 
the availability of project funding and through the engagement of a three (3) day per week part time 
Executive Officer. Following discussions between the Board of the FNWJO and the Executive of the 
AWC, it was determined to expand the Executive Officers position such that it becomes a full time role 
supporting both the FNWJO (3 days) and AWC (2 days). 
 
In this regard the Executive Officer will  be responsible for leading and managing the FNWJO to deliver 
on its strategic objectives and regional priorities, as determined by the Board. The role would provide 
high-level leadership across governance, advocacy, planning, risk and stakeholder engagement to 
ensure the FNWJO remains a trusted and effective regional body. In alignment with the JO’s role of 
regional representation, the JO will also deliver executive management services under contract for the 
Alliance of Western Councils. The Executive Officers role is to be responsible for the provision of 
executive, strategic and project management services for the AWC Board and General Managers 
Advisory Committee (GMAC) to facilitate delivery of the AWC Strategic Plan.  
 
This is an exciting role which has been extensively advertised to hopefully achieve a solid field of 
candidates. Applications close shortly however if you're interested, it is suggested you search “Executive 
Officer” located in Dubbo, on Seek.com for more details.       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
National Parks  
 
Bourke Shire has been vocal in raising its concerns regarding the negative impacts of the proliferation of 
National Parks both in the Bourke Shire and across the wider far west region, following a resolution of 
Council in August 2025. This has included discussions with the relevant State Minister, being the 
Minister for Climate Change, Minister for Energy, Minister for the Environment, and Minister for 
Heritage, the Hon Penny Sharpe MLC and our local member, Mr Roy Butler, MP.   



Mr Butler shares many similar concerns to those of Council regarding National Parks and on 12 January 
2026, introduced to the NSW Parliament the National Parks and Wildlife Amendment (Land Boundaries 
and Acquisitions) Bill 2026. 
 
Mr Butler has advised that, if passed, his Bill will ensure that, when land is acquired for the National 
Parks estate, the purchase adds value not only in environmental terms but also to the local community 
where the land is located.  The aim of the Bill is that, if passed, it would require the Minister for the 
Environment to produce a report explaining the reasons for acquiring any land under the National Parks 
Act. Under the provisions of the bill, the local council in the area where the land is located would choose 
a temporary member to join the regional advisory board to help prepare this report.   
 
The Bill would also stop any land acquisition under the Act until new arrangements are made for sharing 
fencing costs under the Dividing Fences Act 1991 and for applying local council rates to land reserved as 
a national park. Council looks forward to learning of the outcome of the Bill, as it continues with its 
ongoing endeavours regarding National Parks. 
 
Quote: “I didn’t need it. But I wanted it.” - American monobob competitor, Elana Meyers Taylor after 
winning her first Olympic Gold Medal at 41 years of age. 

 

 


