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Order of Australia Recipients

In addition to the local Bourke Shire Australia Day Award recipients, Bruce Hughston and Alister
Ferguson were announced by the Governor-General as recipients of a Medal of the Order of Australia
(OAM) in the General Division as part of the Australia Day 2026 Honours List.

Bruce received his medal for his “service to the community of Wanaaring” whilst Alister, the Executive
Director and founder of the Maranguka Community Hub, received his OAM for his “service to the
Indigenous community of Bourke.” Congratulations to both these Bourke Shire residents.

Pink Angels

Back in the 9 December 2025 edition of the Western Herald, the paper reported a story under the
heading “Pink Angels bring Christmas cheer and hands on help to cancer patients in Bourke.”

The Pink Angels are a Not-For-Profit organisation, established from the desire to support breast cancer
patients cross the region. It is their mission to provide care, help and support to breast cancer patients
across the western area, including those patients in Bourke. The Angels do this through the provision of
funds to assist medical expenses, housekeeping, yard maintenance, accommodation, travel costs, just to
name some of the assistance they provide. The Pink Angels have also provided essential medical devices
to hospitals and Breast Care Nurses to maximise patient treatment and outcomes.

The 9 December article noted that the charity’s members had decided “it was time to bring
Christmas presents in person,” reporting that Pink Angels had “visited Bourke and Cobar as part of their
outreach to people in the far west, from Dubbo to Bourke, Walgett and many communities in between.”
Pink Angels Spokesperson, Sue Gavenlock, was reported in the Herald as saying, “This year we wanted
to visit the towns and personally deliver the hampers, and we want to continue that personal approach
in the coming months and years of outreach.”

Sue Gavenlock is the President of Pink Angels and last week was awarded the 2026 Citizen of the Year
Award for Dubbo on Australia Day. Her award citation read in part that, “Sue was nominated for the
award in recognition of her exceptional commitment and tireless work as President of Pink Angels Inc.
Sue has been an inspirational, passionate and dedicated leader for 10 years, and has given 14-and-a-half
years of continuous service to Pink Angels. She works tirelessly to ensure that breast cancer patients
have access to whatever assistance or services they might require. At any given time, Pink Angels
supports up to 50 patients, and over a 12-month period that number can be around 100. Sue
unknowingly plants peace, kindness and light into the lives of those wrestling with breast cancer and



their careers. The charity is her first focus, and she is selfless in giving her time and energy to others. Sue
executes her leadership role with grace and humour.”

That the Pink Angels assist breast cancer patients in Bourke is a credit to them and Sue’s leadership. |
congratulate her on her award and thank the Pink Angels for assisting Bourke breast cancer patients in
their time of need.

Breast Screen Van

On the topic of breast care, the mobile breast screening van will be in Bourke from Thursday 19
February to Thursday 5 March 2026. The van will screen at the Bourke Multipurpose Service for the first
two days and then move to the Bourke Aboriginal Medical Centre thereafter.

Breast Screen NSW provides free breast screening to all women over 40 to support the early detection
of breast cancer with a regular breast screen being one of the most important things women can do for
their health. By bringing this vital service to Bourke, more local women can be screened.

Studies show that the early detection of breast cancer increases not only the chance of survival, but it
also reduces the likelihood of invasive treatment, such as mastectomy or chemotherapy. Interestingly,
some 90 per cent of women diagnosed with breast cancer have no family history. This is why a breast

cancer screen every two (2) year's is so important for all eligible women.

For information, the mobile clinic visiting Bourke will be equipped with a lift system to support women
with health conditions or disability to have their mammogram. Women with additional needs are
encouraged to let Breast Screen NSW know when booking their appointment.

| would urge Bourke woman not to take a “she’ll be right” approach to their health but rather, take the
necessary action to book a free mammogram with Breast Screen NSW by visiting:
book.breastscreen.nsw.gov.au or calling 13 20 50.

Murray-Darling Basin Plan

| recently received advice from Andrew McConville, Chief Executive of the Murray Darling Basin
Authority that, in accordance with the Commonwealth Water Act 2007 (Cth), 2026 will see the Authority
reviewing the Murray—Darling Basin Plan. Andrew described the review as a once-in-a-decade
opportunity to strengthen the Basin Plan and advised that the aim of the review was simple: “to
understand whether the Basin Plan is doing what it was meant to do, and to look at how the plan can be
updated so it better reflects today’s evidence, changing conditions, and the experiences of industries
and communities across the Basin.”

As all would be well aware, the Bourke community has already been negatively impacted by earlier
iterations of the Plan and | am concerned what the review will bring for our Shire. My concerns were
compounded when, around the time of receiving Mr McConville’s advice, the Federal Environment
Minister, Murray Watt, announced that Australia’s longest waterway was under such dire threat of
collapse that the entire lower Murray River ecosystem, had been classified as “critically endangered.”

Council will again be active in making its views known regarding the Plan as part of the review. The only
information we have at this stage is that in coming weeks the Authority will release its Basin Plan Review
Discussion Paper and open a 12-week public consultation period where anyone can make a submission.



Census Positions

In 2026, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) will conduct its national census. To achieve a successful
census, the ABS needs staff with Census field workers playing a crucial role in supporting participation in
the Census. To deliver the Census, the ABS will be hiring more than 30,000 people.

Census field jobs are temporary. Some may only last a few weeks, while others may be for 6 months or
longer. If you're interested and successful, you can choose the hours you work and fit them into your
schedule. More than half the jobs don’t require any prior experience, with the ABS needing people in
every part of Australia, including in Bourke Shire.

To find further information or to find a Census job go to the ABS website at:
https://info.census.abs.gov.au and scroll down to “Work for the Census”. Alternatively you can contact
the ABS Recruitment Support Line on 1300 100 557.

Should you apply for a role, you may be invited to interview for a job either face to face or virtually,
depending on the role. If you're being considered for employment you may need to complete a national
police check.

Quote: "l don't believe there will be any change.” — Federal Liberal Party Deputy Leader, Ted Obrien on
speculation regarding Susan Ley’s leadership.


https://info.census.abs.gov.au/
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