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Wild Dog Exclusion Fence

Readers of this Column and particularly graziers in tne snire wouia unaouptealy recail In ZU1Y wnen tne
former NSW Government made a commitment of $37.5 million towards the extension of the Wild Dog
Exclusion Fence along the NSW/Queensland and NSW/South Australian borders. This commitment
followed extensive advocacy and consultation involving councils, regional organisations and
landholders, all of whom participated in good faith and with the expectation that the project would be
delivered. When the then NSW Premier, the Hon Gladys Berejiklian bought her Cabinet to Bourke on 25
November 2019, the wild dog issue was “front and centre” during Ministerial discussions with the
community.

Fast forward nearly six (6) years from the day of the Cabinet visit and on 20 November 2025, the Mayor
and | met with Tara Moriarty, MP, who is the NSW Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Regional NSW
and Minister for Western NSW, via audio-visual link to discuss the issue of the lack of progress by the
NSW Government in delivering the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence on the NSW/Queensland border.

At the conclusion of the meeting, and whilst the Minister did not explicitly state during that meeting
that the extension of the exclusion fence along the NSW/Queensland border would not proceed, both
the Mayor and | held significant concerns regarding the future of the project.

As a member of the Border Regional Organisation of Councils (BROC), being the seven (7) NSW and five
(5) Queensland councils that adjoin, or are adjacent to the border, Bourke Shire Council has played an
active role in regional advocacy aimed at progressing the construction of the exclusion fence along
Council’s northern border. This included discussions with the then Queensland Cross-Border
Commissioner, the late lan Leavers, who indicated Queensland’s willingness to contribute funding
towards the project. In addition, Council assisted BROC with the provision of correspondence to the
Minister respectfully requesting her “full support and intervention, as required, to make this Wild Dog
Exclusion Fence on the NSW/Queensland border a reality.”

Correspondence in response to this request for support has now been provided to BROC by Dr Peter
Adams, Group Director, Strategic Projects, Regional Development and Delivery, NSW Department of
Primary Industries and Regional Development, on behalf of the Minister.

It brings me no joy to advise that such correspondence advises, in part, that:
“Due to escalating costs and declining benefits, the NSW Government will not extend the current NSW

Border Wild Dog Fence along the Queensland border as initially proposed through the NSW Wild Dog
Fence Extension project, and the project has been closed.”



A copy of the full letter is available by accessing the Business Papers for Councils 23 February 2026
meeting (https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/council-meetings/). Once the February Business paper is
accessed, proceed to the Mayoral Minute on this matter at item 7.2.

The letter from Dr Adams represented the first formal notification that Council is aware of that the
project had been closed and that the extension of the fence was not proceeding.

The decision to close the project raises serious concerns for communities along the NSW/Queensland
border that continue to experience significant economic, operational, and personal mental health
impacts from wild dog activity.

In lieu of the fence extension, Dr Adams advised that the Department of Primary Industries and Regional
Development would continue to provide wild dog support to landholders through measures including
training opportunities, advisory services delivered by Local Land Services biosecurity officers, and
coordinated aerial and ground baiting programs. | consider it fair to say that Councillors at the February
Council meeting did not view these measures as an effective substitute for a permanent physical
exclusion barrier in a region where cross-border wild dog incursions remain a persistent and well-
documented problem.

Council resolved that it write to the NSW Premier, Chris Minns, MP “to express its concern regarding the
closure of the project, having regard to the previously announced NSW Government funding
commitment and the ongoing impacts of wild dog activity on border communities and further
requesting that the NSW Government reconsider its decision and provide Council with a copy of the
business case or assessment that informed the decision to close the project.”

2840 Welcome Day

Following a very successful 17th Annual Welcome to Bourke Event held last evening at the Back O’
Bourke Information & Exhibition Centre, | now take the opportunity to invite all members of our shire’s
community to join in the “2840 Welcome Day” to be also held at the Information & Exhibition Centre ,
this Saturday ,7 March 2026 from 9am to 3pm, with free entry for all residents.

Many of us encourage visitors to explore the Exhibition, yet some locals have never taken the
opportunity themselves. This is your chance to experience the stories of our river, our people and our
heritage — and to see what we proudly share with the world each day.

Whether you are a lifelong local or new to the district, come along, wander the Centre and gardens, and
celebrate Bourke together.

A complimentary sausage sizzle will be available on the day, with the café being open for refreshments.

With “visiting friends and relatives” being a strong component of the Bourke Tourism Sector, it is
important that local residents know what is on offer in our community and relay that information to any
friends and relatives when they do visit. Given the significantly positive reputation of the Back O’ Bourke
Information & Exhibition Centre, Saturday’s Welcome Day will provide an excellent opportunity to check
out what’s in our own “backyard.” | hope to see you there.

Elijah Upjohn

(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that the following article contains names
of deceased persons.)



| came across some interesting information relating to an Elijah Upjohn who died in Bourke on 28
September 1885 after being found deceased in his tent on the side of a local road. Mr Upjohn was
buried the next day at the Bourke Cemetery in an unmarked grave, with rumours of cause of death
being through poisoning. Council does not know the location of his grave.

Born in North Dorset, Britian in 1823, Elijah was sentenced to seven (7) year's transportation to Australia
for stealing a pair of shoes. After serving his prison sentence in Tasmania, he was released in 1846. He
behaved for a good period but in 1880 was arrested for selling fake medicine and stealing chickens and
was sentenced to imprisonment in Melbourne Gaol. Now this is where things get interesting.

While serving his sentence at Melbourne Gaol, a call went out for a volunteer to be the hangman in the
execution of the notorious bushranger, Ned Kelly. For all the people in the gaol at the time, Elijah
Upjohn was the only person who stepped forward for the role and on 11 November 1880, Upjohn hung
Ned Kelly. He subsequently also took on the role of flogging prisoners, where would be paid ‘half a
sovereign’ for a whipping and five pound for an execution.

After being released from prison he would spend the rest of his life evading both the remainder of the
Kelly Gang and those that he had harmed in prison.

Quote: “Such is life.” — the last words of bushranger Ned Kelly.



