
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Events at Council Parks/Facilities 
 
An event is a planned public or community activity that is proposed to be held on a Council owned or 
controlled park or facility. An event includes gatherings, functions or occasions that are organised by 
individuals, groups or organisations where there is a need to manage risk, safety, operations and 
impacts on the local community and public property. 
 
If you are wanting to hold an event on a Council owned or controlled park or facility, it is necessary that 
an application form be completed and lodged with Council and formal approval is provided prior to the 
event. There are two (2) types of forms, being for either a minor event (less than 500 people) or a major 
event (more than 500 people).The necessary form for a minor event is required two (2) weeks prior to 
the proposed activity whilst a major event application is required six (6) weeks prior. In submitting 
either application, it is necessary to provide a $20 million Public Liability Insurance Certificate along with 
a completed Risk Assessment. 
 
Council staff will review the application and provide an outcome within three (3) business days for a 
minor event and within six (6) business days for a major event. Please note that bookings are not 
confirmed until written approval is issued by Council. 
 
Full details are available from Council’s Event Management Policy at the following web address: 
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Events-Management-Policy.pdf 
If you require assistance with your application, please do not hesitate to contact Council on  
02 68 308 000. 
 
Angel Flight  
 
Angel Flight Australia is a national charity that coordinates non-emergency flights and ground transport 
for people who need to travel long distances to access specialist medical treatment that is not available 
locally. The services are provided free of charge and are made possible through the generosity of highly 
skilled volunteer pilots and drivers. 
 
Angel Flight aims to supports people of all ages — from newborn babies through to elderly patients — 
and makes special consideration for people travelling for compassionate reasons, such as end-of-life 
care. In addition, Angel Flight facilitates the transport of health professionals in and out of regional, rural 
and remote communities, helping to improve access to vital medical services for local residents. 
  
Angel Flight assistance may be relevant when: 
 

• A patient must travel long distances for specialist medical care; 
• Commercial transport options are limited, unsuitable, or financially prohibitive; 
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• The journey would otherwise require multiple overnight stays or cause undue physical or 
emotional strain; or 

• Health professionals need to travel to or from regional communities to deliver essential care. 
 
Requests for Angel Flight assistance are made by a referring health professional, such as a GP, specialist, 
nurse, social worker or allied health professional. The process is straightforward: 
 

1. The health professional registers with Angel Flight 
(https://www.angelflight.org.au/missions/register/healthprofessional/add)   

2. Once registered, the applicant will receive more information from the Angel Flight Coordination 
team.  

3. Health Professionals referring a patient submit an online referral form via the Angel Flight 
website. 

4. The coordination team reviews the request and confirms eligibility. 
5. Volunteer pilots or drivers are matched to the mission, subject to availability and weather 

conditions. 
 
Please be aware that Angel Flight is not an emergency service and requires 5-10 days’ notice to 
coordinate a flight. 
 
All Angel Flight pilots are CASA-approved, holding appropriate licences and medical certifications, 
undergo regular flight reviews, and are carefully vetted by Angel Flight Australia. Aircraft used for Angel 
Flight missions are privately owned, meticulously maintained, and operated in full compliance with 
CASA regulations and maintenance schedules. Missions are only undertaken when conditions are 
suitable for safe flight. 
 
Further information on the fantastic services that Angel Flight provides is available at: 
https://www.angelflight.org.au  
 
Total Solar Eclipse 
 
Whilst it’s still some two (2) year's away, Saturday, 22 July 2028 will see a rare astronomical event occur 
across sections of Australia, that being a total solar eclipse, when the moon completely covers the sun, 
briefly turning day into night. The Bourke Shire Council area lies in the narrow path of the Moon’s 
shadow (the “path of totality”) for this eclipse as it crosses from Western Australia, through the 
Northern Territory, Queensland, New South Wales and directly over Sydney.  
 
Specifically for Bourke, the partial eclipse (when the Moon starts to cover the Sun) will begin on 
Saturday 22 July 2028 at 12:27 pm with the total eclipse (when the Moon completely covers the Sun) 
beginning at 1:50 pm and lasting for about 4 minutes. The Moon will then uncover the Sun with the 
partial eclipse ending at 3:09 pm. It is rare for a total solar eclipses to occur in Bourke. For example, the 
Astronomical Society of Australia has advised that the next total solar eclipse to occur in Bourke “will be 
on 11 May 2795.” Yes, in the year 2795! 
 
The total eclipse is expected to offer unique tourism opportunities and economic benefits for Bourke. 
Visitors are expected to travel to Bourke as a location within the path of totality. Being a location with 
generally better weather prospects and a slightly longer total eclipse than in the Sydney region, adds to 
the number of expected visitors. In fact, with a total eclipse duration of 4 minutes: 01 seconds, Bourke 
will experience the longest total eclipse in NSW during the 2028 eclipse. 
Council staff will shortly commence work on how Bourke can best benefit from the event.  
 

https://www.angelflight.org.au/


Historical Event 
 
Whenever I hear of an eclipse, I remember back to my childhood where I recall a colonial-era story 
about a European scientist who was captured by an African tribe who, with the knowledge of an 
impending eclipse, says that he can make the sun disappear to avoid the prospect of death. The eclipse 
occurs and the tribe makes him the Chief! 
 
Given the impending eclipse in Bourke in 2028, I was curious to know if this old folktale had any 
substance, and from a quick review, it certainly does. 
 
History records that in June 1503, on his fourth voyage to the Americas, the ships of Christopher 
Columbus were badly damaged and became stranded on the north coast of Jamaica. Columbus and his 
crew were stuck there for months. At first, the local Taíno people generously supplied the crew with 
food. But tensions grew as supplies ran low, some crew members mistreated the local population and 
the Taíno began refusing the provision of food.  
 
Columbus needed leverage and knowing this, had with him an astronomical almanac which predicted 
celestial events, including a lunar eclipse scheduled for 29 February 1504. 
 
Columbus summoned the local leaders and warned them that if they did not continue feeding his men, 
his God would show anger by making the moon disappear. On the night of 29 February, the moon began 
to darken and turn reddish, with the Taíno people understandably alarmed. 
 
As the eclipse progressed, Columbus withdrew to his cabin, timing the event. Near the end of totality, 
he reappeared and announced that his God had forgiven them — and soon after, the moon returned to 
normal brightness as the eclipse ended. The Taíno resumed supplying food, with Columbus and his crew 
surviving until rescue ships arrived months later. 
 
Quote: “It’s a loose carry every day of the week, without a doubt.” - NRL Dragons coach, Shane 
Flanagan, raising concern at a penalty that saw his side lose the game against the Bulldogs in Las Vegas.  

 

 


