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Barwon Woman of the Year

| would like to acknowledge a very special achievement for our community with Bourke’s own Prue
Ritchie having recently been named the “2026 Barwon Woman of the Year.” This is a most well-
deserved honour that recognises Prue’s outstanding contribution to children, families and the broader
community across our Shire.

Many people in Bourke would know Prue through her work with the Bourke and District Children’s
Services, where she has for many year's been a passionate advocate for early childhood education and
the provision of support for local families. Through her leadership, a number of important programs
have strengthened opportunities for children in our community, particularly in the critical early years.

Prue has also been involved in a range of other community organisations, contributing her time,
experience and energy to initiatives that support rural families and strengthen community connections.
Like many people in Bourke who quietly get on with the job of helping others, Prue’s work often
happens behind the scenes — which makes recognition like this Award especially meaningful.

The “Barwon Woman of the Year” title forms part of the NSW Women of the Year Awards, a statewide
program established in 2012 to recognise women whose leadership and service make a real difference
in their communities. Each year, every electorate in New South Wales nominates a “Local Woman of the
Year.” These awards celebrate women who may not always seek the spotlight but whose efforts help
build stronger, more resilient communities.

In a region as vast as the Barwon electorate, (circa 356,000 square kilometres and covering nearly 44%
of the entire land area of NSW) the award highlights the outstanding contributions of women working
across many fields — from education and health to volunteering, advocacy and community
development.

Awards like this remind us that the strength of our community lies in the people who give their time and
energy to helping others. Prue is certainly one of those people, and | am delighted to see her
contribution recognised across the state.

Bourke Picnic Race Club

Talking of people who give their time and energy to helping others, a big thank you to those who
recently turned up and volunteered their time and energy to work with the team from Barriers Australia
to erect the new inside running rail at the Renshaw Oval race track. Supplied by Racing NSW, with
thanks to Racing NSW CEO, Mr Peter V’landys, the new barrier was required to ensure that the Back O’



Bourke Picnic Race Club is able to meet current day safety requirements to enable the Club to continue
racing.

The renewal of the race rail will help ensure that the racecourse continues to operate safely and
effectively for many years to come. Projects like this may not always attract a great deal of attention,
but they are essential to maintaining the infrastructure that supports local events and community life.

Council’s Renshaw Oval has long been an important part of our community. Beyond the race meetings
themselves, the facility is significant in terms of the social and tourism events that it holds for the
region, bringing visitors to Bourke and supporting local businesses. In addition to race days, the
Renshaw also hosts the annual Bourke Pastoral and Agricultural (P&A) Show which also has a long
tradition and remains an important part of the social calendar for our Shire.

The Back O’ Bourke Picnic Race Club will again be racing on Easter Sunday in 2026. With a six (6) race
program, total prize money of $47,000, Fashions on the Field, the traditional Calcutta the evening
before and after race entertainment, it is expected that the event will once again be very well attended.
Tickets are available at 123tix.

A little over a month after the Picnic Races, the Bourke Show will be held on Saturday 9 May 2026 at the
Renshaw Facility.

Big Red Bash

Held near Birdsville at the base of the famous red sand dune known as “Big Red”, the Big Red Bash
draws thousands of visitors for several days of music, camping, and outback experiences. Many of these
travellers pass through Bourke or stay overnight in town, making it an important boost for local tourism.

During late February and early March this year, a major rain event caused significant flooding across
inland Queensland. Birdsville recorded more than its annual average rainfall in just a few days. Stations
north of Birdsville are reporting falls of up to four (4) times their annual rainfall.

Outback events like the Bash always rely on favourable conditions. In remote areas, as Bourke Shire
residents are well aware, even moderate rainfall can leave roads difficult to traverse, grounds unsafe,
and infrastructure a challenge to set up. In addition, safety remains a top priority for organisers — not
only for attendees, but also staff, performers, and emergency services.

With all these matters at front of mind, and whilst the roads to Birdsville are expected to be well and
truly open come the Bash in July, organisers are putting it out their now, that as a result of water
inundation on the Big Red Bash festival site, it is unlikely that the site will “dry sufficiently by July to
allow the event to be held safely” at the traditional location.

Whilst it would be disappointing if the Big Red Bash could not proceed, with organisers working hard to
source an alternative location to stage the event within the Birdsville region, this situation highlights the
resilience required to host major events in regional and remote Australia. It also serves as a reminder of
the outback’s unpredictability — vital for our landscape, but capable of affecting travel and events.

Murray Darling Basin Authority

| am writing this week’s column from Brisbane where | am attending the Murray—Darling Basin Authority
(MDBA) Basin Leadership Summit.



The summit brings together people from across the Basin, including representatives from local
government, water agencies, community organisations and industry groups. It provides an opportunity
to discuss the future of water management across the Murray—Darling Basin and to ensure regional
communities are part of those important conversations.

For communities like Bourke, these discussions matter. Decisions about how water is managed across
the Basin have a direct impact on the health of the Darling River, the sustainability of our environment
and the future of our town.

One of the key topics at this year’s summit is the current review of the Basin Plan. The review process is
an opportunity to reflect on how the plan has operated since it was introduced and to consider what
changes may be needed for the future. Forums such as this allow for a better understanding of the
review process as people share the experiences from their regions and contribute to broader
discussions about the long-term management of this vital river system.

Sharing experiences and perspectives helps strengthen the collective voice of Basin communities and
seeks to ensure that the realities of living and working in regional and remote areas are understood.

Quote: “ If | had 10 minutes to live I’d make sure it’'s measured in American football time!” - Recently
deceased long time AFL commentator, Dennis Cometti.



