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New Councillor Elected Following Countback Process 

Bourke Shire Council General Manager, Leonie Brown, today announced the election of 
Victor Bartley as a councillor on Bourke Shire Council following a countback election 
conducted by the NSW Electoral Commission. 

The countback was held to fill a casual vacancy on the Council following the resignation 
of former councillor, Maxime Nina. In accordance with NSW electoral laws, the vacancy 
was filled by redistributing preferences from the most recent local government election. 

Mr Bartley, who has previously served on Bourke Council, stood as a candidate in the 
September 2024 Council election and has today been formally declared elected following 
the completion of the countback process. 

“On behalf of Council, I congratulate Victor on his election once again to Council. I look 
forward to working together to serve the Bourke Shire community,” Mrs Brown said.  

The countback process ensures that councillor vacancies are filled efficiently whilst 
respecting the electoral choices made by voters at the previous council election. Unlike a 
by-election, a countback election does not require residents to return to the polls. 

Mr Bartley will be sworn in at Councils 20 April 2026 meeting when he takes the Oath or 
Affirmation of Office as required under the Local Government Act, with the newly elected 
councillor to serve the remainder of the current council term, which ceases in September 
2028. 

For more information about countback elections, visit the NSW Electoral Commission 
website: https://elections.nsw.gov.au/elections/how-counting-works/countback-
elections 
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