
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Back O’ Bourke Easter Festival 
 
The 11th Back O’ Bourke Easter Festival gets underway tomorrow with an action packed calendar of 
events planned for the weekend. With the weather looking perfect, I would encourage residents and 
visitors alike to get involved with the many activities. To access a copy of the calendar go to either 
https://www.visitbourke.com.au or the Back O’ Bourke Information and Exhibition Centre Facebook 
Page. 
 
Counterfeit Cash 
 
I received advice recently from a local businessman that a person had come into their business with a 
fake $100 note. Whilst clearly fake, as the note was made on a very different style of plastic when 
compared to normal notes, I considered it appropriate to raise the matter in case other businesses in 
our community come across the same thing. 
  
In this day and age where businesses do not necessarily handle a lot of cash due to electronic 
transactions, it is easy to be unfamiliar with what a real note should look like. In this regard, the Reserve 
Bank of Australia promotes a simple method: “Check the feel, look and tilt.” 
 
“1. Feel 
 
Genuine Australian banknotes are printed on polymer (plastic), giving them a distinctive smooth but 
slightly textured feel. The print (like the portrait) should feel slightly raised with fake notes often feeling 
too smooth, waxy, or paper-like. 
 
2. Look 
 
Hold the note up to the light and check for: A clear window (transparent section) with detailed design; 
Sharp, clean printing—fine lines and micro-text should be crisp; Correct colours and alignment (fakes 
may look blurry or off-centre). 
 
3. Tilt 
 
Tilt the note and look for: Changing colours or moving effects (like birds or numbers that shift); Elements 
inside the clear window that appear to move or shimmer.” 
 
The most counterfeited notes are $50’s and $100’s, so be especially cautious with these denominations 
remembering that you won’t be reimbursed for counterfeit money, so a quick check—especially in busy 
situations—can save you from a loss. 
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https://www.visitbourke.com.au/products/back-o-bourke-easter-festival#more-info


Vale Tony Mallon 
 
I was saddened to hear of the recent passing of Tony Mallon from Enngonia. Tony was a true quiet 
achiever whose life and work were deeply connected to maintaining the amenity of Enngonia. 
 
From what I know of Tony, he spent most of his life in or near Enngonia, building strong ties to the land 
and its people. Alongside his brother Brian, he was part of the Mallon shearing team, working closely 
with the Orcher boys and contributing to a proud local shearing industry. Tony and his wife Lyn 
ultimately made Enngonia their home, where he remained a familiar and valued presence. 
 
He was well known for his remarkable memory of family connections and local history, always ready for 
a chat and happy to share stories of the old days. Tony was also a highly skilled blacksmith, with a 
unique ability to turn everyday items—nuts, bolts, combs, cutters and horseshoes—into something 
practical or artistic. 
 
Tony’s contribution to the community extended well beyond his working life. He generously 
volunteered his time maintaining village grounds, checking water tanks and reporting issues to Council. 
A member of the Rural Fire Service and the Enngonia Progress Association, among others, Tony 
exemplified community spirit. His quiet, steady contributions will be greatly missed by many and 
certainly by Council. 
 
Health Plan  
 
Bourke Shire Council has recently reaffirmed its strong commitment to improving healthcare outcomes 
for the community by endorsing the Rural Health Action Plan and joining the “Better Care, Closer to 
Home” Alliance. 
 
Council’s endorsement follows a recent visit to Bourke by the independent Member for Wagga Wagga, 
Dr Joe McGirr MP, who, accompanied by the Member for Barwon Roy Butler MP, met with the Mayor 
and I as part of a broader tour of the Barwon electorate. The visit provided an important opportunity to 
discuss both the challenges and successes of healthcare delivery in remote communities like ours. 
 
The Rural Health Action Plan is a practical, common-sense framework aimed at addressing long-standing 
issues in rural, regional and remote healthcare. These include workforce shortages, the over-reliance on 
locum staff, limited access to essential services, and a lack of local input into decision-making. 
 
Key priorities of the Plan include ensuring every town has access to a GP, supporting safe local maternity 
services, investing in a stable local workforce, and giving communities a stronger voice in how 
healthcare is delivered. It also proposes greater accountability through an independent Rural Health 
Commissioner and improved coordination across health services. 
 
These are not new issues for Bourke. Council has consistently advocated for better access to healthcare, 
and this Plan closely reflects the concerns raised by our community over many years. 
 
Importantly, the Action Plan has gained broad support from local government, health professionals and 
key organisations across the state, highlighting the urgency and shared commitment to reform. 
 
By joining the Alliance, Council is taking an active role in supporting meaningful change. Council will 
continue to advocate for improved services and work collaboratively to ensure that residents of Bourke 
Shire can access quality healthcare closer to home. 
 



 
 
Thurloo Downs 
 
I recently visited a café in Dubbo where the front cover of an RM Williams Outback magazine caught my 
attention. The cover featured a picture of merino sheep awaiting shearing under the heading “Wool 
Away on Thurloo Downs.”  
 
Inside the August/September 2025 edition was a six-page photo essay documenting the final shearing at 
Thurloo Downs before, as the magazine described, it was “retired from production and entered the 
impressive public estate of NSW National Parks.” 
 
The transition of Thurloo Downs into a National Park has prompted Council to advocate strongly on 
behalf of the community regarding the expansion of National Parks across the Far West of NSW. 
Council’s advocacy is not directed at former landholders or National Parks Operational staff, but rather 
towards government policy and the broader impacts that continued expansion of National Parks will 
have on the long-term sustainability of our Shire.  
 
Following resolutions by Council on this matter in August 2025, the Mayor has maintained ongoing 
correspondence with the NSW Government, including with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage 
and Climate Change, the Hon Penny Sharpe MLC. In doing so, Council has sought a moratorium on 
further land acquisitions until a clear, evidence-based business case is provided to outline both the 
benefits and impacts for our region.  
 
While the Minister has confirmed that a moratorium will not be implemented, she has indicated that 
large-scale acquisitions—such as Thurloo Downs—are not currently anticipated due to funding 
constraints. 
 
Importantly, the Minister has acknowledged Council’s concerns regarding the socio-economic impacts 
of National Park expansion and has advised that further analysis is now underway. Council has 
welcomed this commitment and will be seeking to ensure that the outcomes of this work are shared 
transparently with our community. 
 
Council has also continued its engagement with key stakeholders, including the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service and the Country Mayors Association of NSW, particularly in progressing discussions 
around a proposed Memorandum of Understanding to improve consultation, coordination, and local 
outcomes. 
 
Council remains firmly committed to ensuring that local voices are heard and that decisions affecting 
our region are informed by balanced, evidence-based analysis.  
 
Quote: “The more things change, the more they stay the same.” – Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr writing 
in his newspaper Journal de Paris in 1849. 
 


