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Easter

| trust everyone had an enjoyable, albeit quieter than normal, Easter period. The uncertainty
surrounding the availability of petrol and diesel, and the cost of such fuels, certainly impacted the
number of people who travelled for the 11% Back O’ Bourke Easter Festival. Regardless, | am confident
for those who did attend, an enjoyable time was had.

| must extend a big thank you to all involved in delivering the many events on the Festival calendar.
Easter Festivals, and the like, just don’t happen. They are a culmination of a significant amount of work
by staff and volunteers and whilst numbers were down due to mitigating circumstances, | am confident
that the 12% Back O’ Bourke Easter Festival in 2027 will be back better than ever.

Unfortunately, with the ongoing fuel issues, coupled with the recent cancellation of the Big Red Bash at
Birdsville, fewer travellers will be coming to or passing through Bourke during our traditional tourist
season this year. Like during the COVID lockdowns, which don’t now seem all that long ago, it will be a
case for businesses of bunkering down and minimising cost exposures.

Motor Neurone Disease

Whilst Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is a relatively rare illness, it is a currently incurable disease that
gradually weakens muscles and, tragically, leads to death, with the average life expectancy being just 27
months after diagnosis. Possibly the highest profile MND patient in Australia is Neale Daniher, a former
AFL player and coach, who was diagnosed with MND in 2013. He has defied the mortality statistics and
continues to campaign to prevent the suffering of those who'll be diagnosed in the future. He was
named the 2025 Australian of the Year for his work.

Recently released research has identified that Australians in regional areas are being hit hardest by the
disease. A national study led by Macquarie University analysed Australian Bureau of Statistics death
records and found MND deaths have trebled since the late 1980s. Today, one in every 234 Australians
dies from the disease. The research shows mortality is significantly higher in regional areas compared to
major cities, with Tasmania and South Australia recording rates well above New South Wales.

The senior author of the study, Professor Dominic Rowe, notes that only about 10% of MND cases are
inherited, meaning genetics doesn’t explain the sharp rise or the regional differences. “This suggests
environmental factors—possibly related to where people live, work, or their daily activities—may be
increasing risk in regional communities,” he says.

For communities west of the Blue Mountains, including Bourke, these findings are obviously of concern.
Without a compulsory national registry of MND cases, researchers have struggled to understand what is



driving the rise. The study calls for a state-wide registry and more funding to uncover environmental risk
factors and develop effective treatments.

MND is a terrible disease. For every family caring for a loved one with the disease, knowing the risk
factors could mean earlier intervention, better support, and hope for therapies that save lives. Regional
communities deserve answers—and urgent action—to address this deadly disease.

Louth Fishing Club

The work of community groups across our Shire continues to deliver real, practical outcomes for our
environment and lifestyle, and the Louth Fishing Club is a standout example of this commitment for its
work along the Darling River.

Over the past six years, the club has invested significant time and locally raised funds into restocking
efforts to support native fish populations. Through proceeds from raffles and fishing competitions, an
impressive 33,000 Murray Cod fingerlings have been released between the 19-mile weir and Dunlop
Station. In addition, 13,000 Golden Perch—commonly known as Yellowbelly—have been stocked
between Yanda Campground and Louth.

These release numbers have been further strengthened through collaboration. This year, the Cobar
Fishing Club supported Louth’s efforts with a $3,000 contribution toward the purchase of fingerlings. In
addition, the NSW Department of Primary Industries continued its backing and in doing so, increased its
support to S2 for every S1 contributed by the Club. This was an increase on the previous dollar-for-
dollar contribution, resulting in the Club contributing $3,000, with DPI provided $6,000, significantly
boosting stocking capacity.

Looking ahead, the Club is preparing a new submission for May 2026 for a further 10,000 Murray Cod
fingerlings, with a planned release in February 2027 —another positive step toward sustaining native fish
stocks in the Darling River system.

The Club’s recent fishing competition, held from 21-23 March, attracted 71 entrants who fished the
stretch between Bourke and Louth. Whilst no Murray Cod were caught, around 30 Yellowbelly were
caught with large numbers of carp also being reported caught. Some camps reported landing more than
150 fish. These results highlight both the ongoing challenges in rebuilding native fish populations and
the continued prevalence of invasive species in our waterways.

In response, the Club is taking proactive steps, with its next competition scheduled for 25-26 July to be
run as a dedicated “Carp Blitz.” This event will focus on reducing carp numbers and raising further
awareness of their environmental impact, with more details to be announced in due course.

The Louth Fishing Club and its partners are to be both acknowledged and commended for their ongoing
dedication to improving the health of the Darling River and enhancing recreational opportunities for
locals and visitors alike.

Drones in Agriculture

When | was at school, and | acknowledge that is some time ago now, if you were called a “drone” it
meant that you were a boring or monotonous person. Today a drone is an unmanned aerial vehicle that
is operated remotely or automatically to perform tasks. Their operation in Australia is regulated by the
Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA), with strict rules being in place for either their recreational or
commercial use.



In agriculture, drones have quickly found a place as an efficient tool that can monitor crops and
irrigation, track livestock, spray chemicals and generate aerial maps of paddocks and farm boundaries.
Tocal College, located southeast of Maitland, has developed a series of courses of face to face and
online courses that will teach participants how to use drones to collect farm data to help them make
informed decisions such as developing fertiliser, sewing, crop and weed management plans, as well as
monitoring and maximising the efficiency of farm water systems.

The College will shortly be delivering, subject to sufficient interest, two face-to-face drone courses in
Bourke. The courses titles, “Drones in Agriculture” and “Farm Mapping and Data Collection”, will be
delivered on 16 and 17 May 2026, respectively.

Tocal College, which is a registered training organisation operated by the NSW Government, provide a
series of short courses for the agricultural sector. Further information in respect of these drone courses
and other short courses is available at: https://www.tocal.nsw.edu.au/courses/short-courses

As | understand it, if you achieve AgSkilled Eligibility, the only cost for the drone courses is a small fee
for catering. Danielle Connolly at Western Landcare (Phone: 0467 050 122 or email:
danielle@westernlandcarensw.com.au.au) will be able to assist in this regard.

Quote: “The situation is very severe.....more than two major oil shocks put together.” — Fatih Birol,
Executive Director of the International Energy Agency.
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