
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

The Royal Flying Doctor Service  
 
In 1927, a Presbyterian Pastor by the name of Reverend John Flynn founded The Flying Doctor. Flynn’s 
vision was to put a ‘mantle of safety’ around the people of Australia’s remote communities, after he 
witnessed their daily struggles first-hand. In its inaugural year, the Aerial Medical Service (which later 
became the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) conducted 50 flights to 26 destinations and treated 225 
patients. 
 
Come May 1936, Flynn’s vision came to reality in NSW when the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) 
began operations in NSW with the establishment of the Broken Hill base. Today, the RFDS provides care 
to more than 380,000 Australians a year, including many in the Bourke Shire. 
 

The Member for the state seat of Barwon, Roy Butler MP, is joining with the RFDS to tour the western 
region and celebrate the 90th anniversary of the flying doctor service in NSW. Roy and RFDS volunteers 
will be at the Back O’ Bourke Information and Exhibition Centre TODAY from 1.00pm to 1.45pm. In 
addition to displaying a life-sized replica of a Beechcraft King Air Aircraft, the plane the service operates 
across our region, Roy is also providing a light lunch to those who come out to say hello.  
 
Doohan Family 
 
Long term residents of Bourke Shire would remember back to the late 1970’s through to 1991 when the 
late Hon Jack Doohan, OBE was a member of the NSW Legislative Council, which is referred to as the 
Upper House of the Parliament of NSW. Jack Doohan was a grazier at “Minley” Louth with his brother 
Bert, and during his time in Parliament was recognised as a great advocate for those living in the far 
west of New South Wales. 
 
Interestingly, Jack Doohan was born on 25 February 1920 in a midwife's cottage on the banks of the 
Darling River in Bourke. He was the seventh of nine children. At the time, his father was proprietor of 
the Carriers Arms Hotel, located on the north west corner of the Mitchell and Wilson street intersection 
in Bourke. This drinking hole was where Henry Lawson penned many of his famous stories, including The 
Union Buries Its Dead and Send Round The Hat. Further information about this, and many of the former 
hotels that once graced the far west is available at the “Pub Route” website developed by the Far North 
West Joint Organisation. 
 
Jack Doohan and his late wife, Meena (nee O’Shannessy) had two (2) children. His daughter, Dr Melissa 
Doohan, is a specialist cardiologist who whilst retired from serving patients in Sydney, continues to 
provide clinical outreach services in western NSW, particularly in Bourke. 
 
Like his Father, John Doohan, attended St Josephs College at Hunters Hill in Sydney, He studied law and 
subsequently forged a stellar career with the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in Dubbo. 
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Whilst having retired from the DPP, John continues to contribute as part of the Local Court of NSW 
Judiciary in a part time role.  
 
I was most interested to learn that John recently received Life Membership of the Orana Law Society 
having contributed significantly to the law profession over many years. Life Memberships are rarely 
dolled out without reason and in respect of the awarding of this honour to John, it is an honour which 
reflects his efforts in supporting his fellow lawyers across the western region for many years. 
 
I congratulate John on this achievement as part of a most credible legal career in western NSW and add 
my thanks to his Sister, Dr Melissa, and her colleagues, on the continued provision of clinical outreach 
services to Bourke residents.  
 
Memorandum of Understanding  
 
Whilst Council has raised its considerable concerns regarding the proliferation of National Parks in the 
far west of the state with the NSW Minister for Climate Change, Energy, Environment and Heritage, the 
Hon Penny Sharpe MLC, to the Ministers credit she is keen to improve the relationship between her 
National Parks and Wildlife Service department and Local Government in the regions. To this end the 
Minister, along with the NSW Country Mayors Association, have accepted a proposal from Bourke 
Mayor, Lachlan Ford, for a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to be developed between the two 
parties.  
 
Given the significant presence of National Parks in regional and rural areas across NSW, an MoU 
between NPWS and the CMA is viewed as a positive initiative to support constructive and ongoing 
relationships between local councils and the Service. Initial discussions to progress the document are 
now underway. 
 
Gundabooka National Park 
 
On the topic of National Parks, I received an email recently advising that on Saturday, 6 June 2026 there 
will be a celebration to recognise three decades “of protection, culture and connection to Country” in 
Gundabooka National Park and the official reopening of the Yapa (Mulgowan) art site. NPWS has 
advised that “Everyone is welcome.” 
 
Starting at 10.00am, and concluding at 2.00pm, at the Yapa Picnic Area, proceedings will commence 
with a Welcome to Country and speeches marking the 30th anniversary and official re-opening of the 
Yapa (Mulgowan) art site, followed by morning tea and a celebratory cake. After that, you can take a 
guided tour of the art site, its new infrastructure and the surrounding area. These tours will be led by 
local Aboriginal Custodians and NPWS staff. These tours are a great opportunity to learn about the 
cultural, historical and natural values of Gundabooka.  
 
Lunch will be served, with a performance by the Gundabooka Dancers sharing culture and stories.  
Whilst still some 5 weeks away, it’s certainly one for the diary. As locals, we should know what’s in our 
own backyard as we essentially become “ambassadors” for all things Bourke when we entertain visiting 
friends and relatives who may travel to our community. 
 
Bookings are required and can be made by phoning 1300 072 757 or online by accessing the following 
site: https://bookings.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/public/npws/tourinformation/GUNDA30TH?site=NPWS 
If you have dietary requirements, please indicate them in the requirements/comments field when 
registering for the event. 
 



If you  do not wish to drive, NPWS have advised that there will be a return bus service from Bourke to 
Gundabooka for the event. Simply email: npws.bourke@environment.nsw.gov.au if you wish to book 
seating on the bus. 
 
Wests Tigers  

 
I know that winter sport competitions aren’t won in April and that it’s a long way till the October Long 
Weekend when the NRL Grand Final is played, but as a long suffering Wests Tigers supporter, it’s a 
pleasant change for my team to be up there in terms of the competition table. 
 
Following the recent departure of the Dragons Coach, Shane Flanagan, I overheard rugby league 
commentator and Canterbury Manager of Football, Phil Gould say on television that the Dragons “have 
a long road in front of them” and that “this will take five years to clean out and it will take ten years to 
turn around to be the type of club that they want to be.” To the Dragons faithful, I feel your pain. Us 
West Tigers supporters have been there! 
 
Quote: “What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of winter to give it sweetness.”― John 
Steinbeck 
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