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e-bikes

If the community ever needed proof as to the dangers of e-bikes, injury figures coming out of a major
NSW trauma hospital paint a confronting picture.

Over the recent ANZAC Day long weekend, St Vincent’s Hospital, located in Darlinghurst Sydney,
reported that they treated 17 major traumas with “nearly half of them being e-bike riders,” with the
long weekend statistics being part of a trend in the increase in the number of e-bike related incidents
and injuries.

In 2023, the hospital saw “just’ 45 e-bike related presentations to its emergency department. This rose
to 103 cases in 2024 and then, in 2025, there were 201 presentations to the emergency department.
Across NSW in 2025, NSW Ambulance reported that they responded to some 1,100 e-bike incidents.

Whilst the increase in numbers is concerning, it is the type of injuries that St Vincents has reported on
that is the downright scary bit. The injuries include traumatic brain injuries, complex limb and rib
fractures, and lung, liver and spleen injuries. These are not injuries arising from a minor incident, but
rather high-impact crashes more commonly associated with motorcycles.

Doctors warn that the severity of injury is driven by speed and behaviour. Many riders are travelling
above 25km/h, often at night and sometimes under the influence of alcohol. Helmets are frequently
absent.

Teenagers and young adults are emerging as a particularly high-risk group, with the prevalence of
modified, higher-powered bikes compounding the problem, with some e-bike’s having a top speed of
some 50 km/h plus.

What was once promoted as a clean and convenient way to get around has rapidly become a source of
severe and horrific injuries which increasingly involve young riders. Without stronger regulation,
enforcement, and education, the burden on emergency departments, and the level of horrific injuries,
will undoubtedly keep rising.

Australian Car-Market

| am showing my age when | say that | remember when Holden and Ford held the mantle as the
suppliers selling the greatest number of new vehicles in Australia.

That changed in 1998 when, for the first time, most new cars in Australia were sourced from Japan.



This change in the market in term of the sale of the number of Japanese cars ultimately led to the
demise of the production of vehicles in Australia. The Ford Motor Company ceased manufacturing cars
in Australia on 7 October 2016 when the last vehicle, a Falcon XR6, rolled off the production line at their
Broadmeadows plant in Victoria. Ford originally began manufacturing in Australia in 1925 when they
assembled cars at Geelong from imported parts.

Similarly, General Motors Holden ceased its production of vehicles in Australia at 10.45am on 20
October 2017 when the last VF Commodore, a “Red Hot” coloured SS V Redline V8, rolled off the
production line at the Elizabth plant in South Australia. That ended some 69 years of local Holden
production which began in 1948.

Whilst the Holden name has gone from the Australian car landscape, Ford still exists with their main
product being the top selling Ford Ranger which, as | understand, is manufactured in Thailand.

Fast forward to February 2026, where every new car sold in Australia is imported to our shores, the car
market has changed again with data showing that for the first time in nearly 30 year's, more new cars
sold in Australia came from China, with Japan falling to second place. The figures from the Federal
Chamber of Automotive Industries (VFACTS) show that 22,362 new vehicles sold in Australia during
February 2026 were sourced from China; 21,671 were sourced from Japan; 19,943 were imported and
sold from Thailand; and 11,913 vehicles came from South Korea. Notwithstanding these numbers,
Toyota was still the No1 selling brand with 13,606 units sold.

Interestingly, ten (10) new car brands have entered the Australian car market since 2020 and nine (9) of
those brands were from Chinese car makers. When | go to Sydney, | regularly see vehicles brands that |
have never previously heard of. Brands such as Zeekr and Geely, both Chinese manufactured electric
vehicle products.

North Bourke Bridge

Readers will be aware that as a result of a comprehensive engineering inspection, it was necessary to
remove the timber approaches to the historic North Bourke Bridge for safety reasons. With many of the
timber support posts of the bridge near sitting on the ground surface, the demolition was a sad
necessity. The actual demolition took place in December 2024 with this work following the preparation
and adoption by Council of a comprehensive Statement of Heritage Impact Document, a Heritage
Interpretation Strategy and also a Review of Environmental Factors (REF) in accordance with the
requirements of the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.

In progressing this project in terms of replacing the timber approaches, Council also had prepared
documentation to progress the rehabilitation of the Bridge such that it is converted from a trafficable
bridge to a shared footpath/cycleway; provides pedestrian access from Bourke to North Bourke; meets
safety and environmental objectives; and captures and protects the heritage significance of the bridge.

Following the demolition of the timber approach spans and substructures, Council has also completed
detailed planning to construct new steel approach spans and concrete substructures; upgrade the
wrought iron structure and make-safe the lift span; and developed a heritage interpretation plan to
ensure the heritage significance of the bridge is captured and conserved.

Whilst Council has some funds in its reserves to fund a portion of these works, the large majority of
funding will need to be sourced through Government funding.



In this regard, Council currently has two (2) grant funding applications before government. In December
2025 Council submitted a comprehensive application to the NSW Government under its 2026/2027 Get
NSW Active Program, whilst in late April 2026, a further comprehensive application was lodged with the
Australian Government for funding under the Safer Local Roads Infrastructure Program.

Assessment of these applications rests with the respective Government Departments and with the high
level of demand for funds, the number of applications would be understandably high.

What struck me in preparing these applications was both the quality and the willingness of
individuals/organisations to assist in providing letters of support for the project. Such letters are
important in funding applications to show a clear connection between what Council is proposing and
what the community is seeking.

In respect of these applications letters were forthcoming in support of the project from: the Hon. Jamie
Chaffey MP, Federal Member for Parkes; Roy Butler, MP, Member for Barwon; the Hon. Jenny Aitchison
MP, Minister for Regional Transport and Roads; the Acting Regional Director TINSW; NSW Police; State
Emergency Service (SES) — Bourke; NSW Fire & Rescue-Bourke; NSW Rural Fire Service-Far West Team
and Bourke Headquarters; Maranguka Community Hub; Regional Enterprise Development Institute
(REDI.E); Thomas Foods International — Bourke Abattoir; Kidman Camp Caravan Park, North Bourke;
North Bourke Hotel; Betta Home Living and various North Bourke residents. To each of these
contributors, | thank you for your time and assistance as Council pursues funding for this important
project. If | have missed any contributor, my apologies.

Quote: “Too many women and children are still living in fear.” — Sydney Morning Herald Editor, Jordan
Baker on the operational gaps in the protection of women and families from domestic violence.



