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Louth Field Day

A reminder that the Louth Field Day is coming up from 10.00am to 3.00pm on Saturday of the June Long
Weekend, being 6 June 2026, at Elsie Eade Park, Louth.

Held bi-annually, a wide array of exhibitors have already been in contact with Garry or Cherise to lock in
their space for the day, however I’'m sure there would still be some room for other interested exhibitors.
Contact can be made at email: louthfieldday@outlook.com

As Garry and Cherise say in their latest email on the event, “It’s all but here!” and “With fuel prices
running wild and weather impending we hope it will happen,” please make sure the roads are open
if there is rain about leading up to or on the weekend.

Phone scams

| recently heard an unsettling story involving an elderly lady which began with what appeared to be a
routine call from someone claiming to represent a well-known communication provider. The caller
apparently spoke confidently and professionally, creating the impression the matter was legitimate. A
small payment was requested for what was described as an essential equipment update — an amount
so minor it did not immediately raise alarm bells. Unfortunately however the small charge was only the
beginning of the ordeal.

By agreeing to the payment, the victim unknowingly exposed banking details that the scammers were
able to exploit. In addition to lost funds and the inconvenience of cancelling cards, and the like, all lead
to significantly impacting the confidence of elderly victims and the emotional toll they that take. Beyond
the financial loss, victims are often left embarrassed, shaken and fearful after realising they have been
deceived.

Modern day scammers are calculated and manipulative people. Authorities continue to warn that
scammers deliberately target elderly people, often relying on trust, confusion and pressure tactics to
gain personal or financial information. Many of the scam calls are designed to sound convincing, using
familiar company names and everyday scenarios to lower suspicion.

Community groups and consumer advocates are urging families to have regular conversations with older
relatives about scam awareness. People are being reminded never to provide banking details or make
payments during unsolicited phone calls, no matter how genuine the caller may sound. The best option,
in my opinion, is that if you don’t recognise the number, don’t answer the phone!

The incident was a stark reminder to me that scammers are becoming increasingly sophisticated and
that even the smallest transaction can often lead to significant financial harm.
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Budget Adopted

With the start of the new financial year quickly approaching, Council this week formally adopted its
2026/2027 Operational Plan and Budget, setting the direction for its work over the next 12 months.

One of the key areas of focus in the Plan is continuation of Councils road maintenance and renewal
program, as is ongoing support for tourism initiatives that are such an important component of Council’s
economic development initiatives.

Various capital works projects are identified in the Plan, however their implementation is generally
linked to the receipt of government grant funding.

The Operational Plan forms part of council’s broader Integrated Planning and Reporting framework and
details how strategic objectives identified in the Community Strategic Plan will be delivered during the
2026/2027 financial year.

Public consultation was undertaken prior to adoption of the Plan, with residents having been invited to
review the draft documents and provide feedback.

As General Manager, | acknowledge the work of Councillors and staff in preparing the 2026/2027 Plan. It
reflects a steady, practical approach to managing current needs while continuing to invest carefully in
the future of the Shire.

Domestic Violence

Domestic violence is unfortunately often spoken about in whispers. It hides behind closed doors, behind
dusty fences, behind the idea that “family matters” should stay private. But the truth is that domestic
violence is not rare, and it is not somebody else’s problem. It is a blight on Australian society such that a
recent operation by NSW Police saw nearly 1,000 people arrested in just four days.

Between 13 and 16 May, NSW Police charged 993 people, laid more than 2,000 charges, and carried out
over 14,000 compliance checks relating to apprehended domestic violence orders. Hundreds of
breaches were uncovered. Firearms, weapons, drugs and stolen property were seized. Behind every
statistic sits a frightened partner, a child hearing violence through thin walls, or a neighbour wondering
whether to call for help.

What stands out most is not simply the scale of the operation, but how familiar these incidents sound. A
woman assaulted; threats and property damage; a victim arriving at hospital with stab wounds; a man
hiding inside a hole concealed beneath furniture after allegedly breaching an AVO. These are everyday
realities that unfold across the State each and every day. Unfortunately, domestic violence has become
disturbingly “common.”

Too often, people imagine that domestic violence “only” involves physical assault. Many of the charges
resulting from the recent Police operation involved intimidation, coercion, stalking, harassment and
breaches of protection orders. Violence in the home often begins long before bruises appear. It can
sound like constant threats, controlling finances, monitoring phones, isolating partners from friends, or
making somebody afraid in their own kitchen.

In remote communities like ours, speaking out can feel impossible, however silence protects offenders,
not families.



The Police Operation sought to send an important message that domestic violence is being treated with
the seriousness it deserves. The operation involved specialist police teams targeting repeat offenders,
enforcing warrants and checking compliance with court orders. NSW Police Minister, Yasmin Catley
described perpetrators as relying on “fear and control,” while NSW Police Acting Assistant
Commissioner Paul Dunstan said too many people are “living in fear inside their own homes.”

The challenge is to see these Police operations not as an occasional crackdown, but as part of a broader
cultural shift. Arrests alone as part of a Police Operation will not solve domestic violence. This was
highlighted last week, on the day after the operation wound up, when a man was charged with
murdering his partner and two children, aged 4 and 12, in an alleged domestic violence attack in south
west Sydney. The alleged perpetrator was not known to Police nor did he have a criminal history.

It is my view that communities must reject the excuses that allow abuse to continue — the idea that
alcohol caused it, stress caused it, unemployment caused it, or that it was simply “a bad argument.”
Violence is a choice and as a caring community we must support victims without judgment, encourage
reporting, and ensure local services remain funded and accessible. Sporting clubs, schools and
workplaces all have a role in refusing to normalise intimidation and abuse.

Tigers

Well my beloved Tigers have hit somewhat of a form slump in the NRL after a previously refreshing start
to the season where they clocked up some stirring wins. With games against the much wounded
Bulldogs this weekend followed by games against the Panthers, Titans, Dolphins, Knights and Dragons
during the State of Origin period, the challenge to secure a series of wins looks a tough assignment.

Quote: “Predicting the future with any degree of certainty is impossible. The key is to react
accordingly to any situation as it arises.” — Wall Street Finance Veteran, Don Connelly.



