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Vale’ Trevor Randall

Trevor Randall’s passing on 11 May 2026 marked the loss of one of Bourke’s most respected civic
leaders and strongest advocates. Over many decades, Trevor made a significant contribution to Bourke
and the wider western region through local government, business, grazing and community service.

Trevor served on Bourke Shire Council from 1971 to 1987. He was elected Deputy Shire President in
1974 and served continuously as Shire President from 1977 until his retirement in 1987. That decade of
leadership reflected the confidence and respect he earned from both the community and fellow
councillors.

A practical and determined advocate for western New South Wales, Trevor firmly believed that rural
communities deserved to be understood on their own terms. He was never reluctant to speak plainly in
defence of Bourke and its people and this was exemplified from an article | found in the Western Herald
dating back to 31 July 1987. The article related to the release of a government prepared report in
respect of Bourke that Trevor described as a report that was very biased and “very typical of the
simplistic and academic outlook of the people who advise our politicians.”

During his years on Council, Trevor championed improved roads, water security, telecommunications,
electricity supply, health services and community infrastructure. He played a significant role in
advocating for the sealing of the Bourke to Brewarrina and Bourke to Cobar roads and consistently
pushed for improvements to the Wanaaring Road, recognising the importance of reliable transport for
isolated communities and businesses.

Under his leadership, grid electricity was progressively extended to Enngonia, Barringun, Wanaaring,
Fords Bridge and Yantabulla, transforming daily life for many residents across the region.

Trevor also strongly supported projects including the Louth Weir and Weir 20A, while major local
developments during his time included the Medical Complex, Community Centre, road sealing works,
sewerage upgrades, sporting facilities and the construction of the then modern saleyards.

Following his retirement from Council, the Bourke Community Recreation Centre was named the T B
Randall Community Centre in recognition of his tireless efforts and dedication to the community.

| was fortunate to know Trevor personally over many years. He was always engaging, direct, warm and
generous with his time and stories.

Condolences are extended to Trevor’s family and loved ones. His contribution to Bourke will be
remembered with gratitude and respect.



Police Drone

At last week's May 2026 Council meeting, Council considered a Notice of Motion lodged by CIr Robert
Stutsel and Clr Victor Bartley in respect of the potential benefits that drone technology could provide to
policing and community safety outcomes across the Bourke Shire.

Councillors were advised that a drone trial currently being conducted by NSW Police in Moree has
reportedly delivered promising results to date, with the drone being remotely operated by the NSW
Police Airwing based at Bankstown Airport. Whilst the final outcomes of the trial are yet to be formally
assessed, the significant potential of this technology to strengthen policing capability in regional
communities such as Bourke, was put forward at the meeting.

One of the key issues raised during discussions was the ongoing problem of illegal motorcycle activity
within our township, particularly during the evening and early morning hours. Councillors noted that a
drone equipped with thermal imaging and night-vision capability could assist police in identifying
offenders, locating where motorcycles are being stored and operated from, and supporting
enforcement action in a safer and more effective manner.

Importantly, the use of drone technology may also help reduce the risks associated with high-speed
pursuits and dangerous behaviour, potentially preventing serious injury or loss of life for both offenders
and the wider community.

Council also recognised the broader community safety benefits that such technology could provide. In
addition to assisting with criminal investigations, a police drone could prove invaluable in locating
missing persons, whether due to dementia, medical episodes, accidents or other emergencies,
particularly in a large rural shire such as Bourke.

A recent vehicle theft incident in Bourke was also referenced during debate, where a vehicle was
allegedly stolen while the owner was closing a gate. Councillors noted that drone technology may have
enabled police to identify and track the vehicle much sooner, potentially leading to an earlier
apprehension and reducing damage to the vehicle.

As a result of deliberations, Council resolved to write to NSW Minister for Police and Counter Terrorism,
Yasmin Catley, and NSW Police Deputy Commissioner for Regional NSW Field Operations, Paul Pisanos,
requesting that Bourke Police Station be considered as a location for a Police drone should the current
NSW Police drone trial in Moree prove successful.

It’s important that Council advocates for improved policing resources and technologies that contribute
to community safety and support local law enforcement officers in carrying out their duties effectively
across the Bourke Shire.

Spinal Health Month

Back pain affects 6.1 million Australians (almost 1 in 3) and remains one of the leading causes of
disability worldwide. According to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) and the World
Health Organisation (WHO), musculoskeletal disorders, including back pain, account for the greatest
proportion of persistent pain conditions and are commonly linked to psychological distress, including
anxiety and depression.

The economic impact is substantial. Musculoskeletal disorders cost the Australian economy more than
$55.1 billion annually through healthcare costs, lost productivity and reduced workforce participation.
Research by the Monash University’s School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine (2025) projects



that without improved prevention and early intervention, 3.2 million working-age Australians could be
living with chronic back pain by 2033, resulting in a projected 4.6 per cent reduction in GDP over the
next decade and an estimated $638 billion in cumulative economic impact.

June is National Spinal Health Month, a month-long campaign dedicated to improving the spinal health
of Australians of all ages and reduce the burden of back pain, a leading cause of disability and a growing
contributor to mental health challenges. Spinal Health Month places a strong focus on the impact of
back pain on mental health, recognising the growing body of evidence linking persistent pain with
stress, anxiety, depression and reduced quality of life.

By encouraging early intervention and preventive care, Spinal Health Month aims to reduce chronic
pain, improve quality of life and ease the long-term economic burden on individuals and the community.
Further information is available at: www.spinalhealth.org.au

We all know someone who suffers significant back pain. | have a friend who had back surgery some six
(6) months ago to address chronic back pain. Unfortunately the surgery failed and since the initial
surgery this man has experienced significant continuous pain, such that he has difficulty walking. He is
not ashamed to describe his pain levels as 20 out of 10 and you can see it on his face when he moves.
He was going back to hospital in Sydney for further surgery late last week and | look forward to advice
that the surgery was a full success.

Quote: “It’s better to be an optimist and wrong than a pessimist and right.” — American entrepreneur,
Elon Musk.
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