
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Tourism 
 
Despite ongoing concerns around fuel availability and pricing pressures impacting travel decisions and 
tourism numbers, there is still plenty of positive activity in the tourism sector in Bourke. 
 
The Back O’ Bourke Information and Exhibition Centre has recently welcomed a steady stream of 
visitors, including several organised tour groups. Among them was Fun Over 50, which visited in mid-
May, enjoying a cruise aboard the PV Jandra, a tour of the Exhibition Centre and lunch at the Port of 
Bourke Hotel. The group is expected to return to Bourke another two or three times before the end of 
the year. 
 
Brendan’s Tours also called into Bourke recently, with guests taking advantage of the Centre’s flexibility 
and hospitality. The itinerary included an early breakfast at the café before boarding the PV Jandra for 
an 8am cruise. 
 
Looking ahead, All Aussie Journeys is scheduled to visit in August, while a further five tour groups are 
already booked. The Centre has also hosted various school groups, including students from St Ignatius 
College (Riverview) in Sydney , with a visit of students from Maitland still to come. Local schools are 
likewise securing bookings for end-of-year cruises. 
 
The Centre’s catering operations continue to perform strongly, with the café team supporting tour 
groups, visitors and a growing number of local bookings. 
 
It is encouraging to see tour operators and schools continuing to include Bourke in their itineraries, 
providing visitors with the opportunity to experience all that the Back O’ Bourke has to offer. 
 
Ronny Gibbs 
 
Ronny Gibbs is one of Bourke’s favourite sons. His footballing achievements with the Eastern Suburbs 
Roosters, Manly-Warringah Sea Eagles (with whom he won the 1987 NSWRL Premiership), Gold Coast-
Tweed Giants and Western Suburbs Magpies, as well as with Castleford in England, are well 
documented. For a man known as “Rambo” during his playing days, Ronny is one of nature’s true 
gentlemen. 
 
Since retiring from football in the 1990s, Ronny has focused on promoting rugby league throughout 
western New South Wales. One of his most enduring contributions is the annual Ronny Gibbs Sevens, 
held in Bourke, which in August this year celebrates its 30th anniversary. This highly successful event 
brings together boys’ and girls’ school teams from across the state’s far north-west to compete in rugby 
league and netball tournaments, fostering participation, sportsmanship and community spirit. 
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Recently, I was visiting a friend when the Fox Sports League channel happened to be playing in the 
background. A segment featuring Paul Vautin where he was recounting Manly-Warringah’s victory in the 
1987 NSWRL Premiership, the forerunner to today’s National Rugby League (NRL) competition. During 
the interview, Vautin described the celebrations following Manly’s Grand Final victory over the Canberra 
Raiders and mentioned Ronny Gibbs. It wasn’t my place to ask everyone to be quiet so I could listen 
more closely, but later tracked down the story, which went something like this. 
 
After winning the 1987 Grand Final, then Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, was waiting for the team in the 
dressing rooms at the Sydney Cricket Ground. 
 
“Bobby Hawke comes in after the game and it’s like, ‘Oh my God, the Prime Minister’s here,’” Vautin 
recalled. 
 
He continued: “Then Ronny Gibbs got a big bottle of champagne and started shaking it up. He didn’t 
really know where he was aiming it.” 
 
“He sprayed it all over the Prime Minister’s face. It was like time stopped,” Vautin said. 
 
“He’s standing there with champagne dripping off his eyebrows and he goes, ‘It’s all right, Ronny. Hazels 
got the Wet Ones outside. Don’t worry about it.’ That’s what he said.” 
 
Bob Hawke was certainly a good sport that day, and the incident is certainly an amusing anecdote from 
the celebrations surrounding Manly’s 1987 premiership success. The story is also typical of Ronny 
Gibbs—larger than life, full of enthusiasm and always capable of creating a memorable moment. While 
his achievements on the football field have earned him a place in rugby league history, it is his 
character, humility and commitment to his community that have made him such a respected figure in 
Bourke and across western New South Wales. Thirty years on from his playing career, Ronny continues 
to leave a lasting legacy through his dedication to promoting sport and creating opportunities for young 
people throughout the region. 
 
Australian Population 
 
Australia reached a significant population milestone at approximately 6.00am on Tuesday, 2 June 2026, 
when the nation's population officially ticked over to 28 million people, according to the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) population clock. 
 
The revised statistic comes just two years after Australia surpassed 27 million residents in 2024, 
highlighting the strong pace of population growth being experienced across the country. 
 
The ABS population clock provides a real-time estimate of population change based on births, deaths 
and migration patterns. Current figures indicate that, on average, one person arrives from overseas to 
live in Australia every 59 seconds, while a baby is born every two minutes and 16 seconds. 
 
In addition, one Australian resident leaves the country to live overseas every two minutes and 35 
seconds, while a death occurs every three minutes and 33 seconds. 
 
Population growth brings both opportunities and challenges. A larger population can support economic 
expansion, strengthen the workforce and drive demand for goods and services. At the same time, 
governments and communities must plan for increased pressure on housing, transport networks, 
healthcare services, education facilities and other essential infrastructure. 



The ABS is forecasting that Australia's population will continue to rise, reaching 30 million people by 
2031 if current trends continue. When I was finishing school in the early 1980’s, the population was 
around the 15 million mark. 
 
The new population figure comes ahead of the next national Census, scheduled for August this year. 
Conducted every five years, the Census provides the most comprehensive snapshot of Australia's people 
and communities, helping governments, businesses and organisations make informed decisions about 
future planning and service delivery. 
 
Louth Weir 
 
I bring to the attention of those interested in proposals in respect of the Louth Weir of recent activity by 
the NSW Government. Part of the proposed works include the development of a fishway, with this 
fishway being  part of the “Fish Passage: Reconnecting the Northern Basin” project. The fishway will 
provide native fish migration and river connectivity. 
 
The proposed construction of the fishway will reportedly impact on the Darling River Snail (Notopala 
sublineata), which  is listed as being critically endangered under the Fisheries Management Act 1994, its 
habitat and the Darling River Endangered Ecological Community. 
 
The NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, as the proponent for the 
fishway, has prepared an extensive Species Impact Statement in respect of the Snail as part of the 
planning processes. 
 
The document is on public exhibition until Wednesday 1 July 2026, with a copy available on Council’s 
website (https://bourke.nsw.gov.au). Within the document are a series of plans in respect of the Louth 
Weir proposal. 
 
Quote: “First 40 minutes, I called it an abomination, and if it wasn’t for Kalyn Ponga getting send off, 
they would have lost that one as well.” Sports Writer Brent Read on Origin 1 – NSW won Brent!! 
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Lara Hess
Review / update once SIS release date is finalised



 

 

 

 

 

 


