Bourke Shire Council

Proposal to Re-Establish Alcohol-Free Zone within The
Village of Enngonia

Background

Bourke Shire Council proposes to re-establish an Alcohol-Free Zone (AFZ) within
the village of Enngonia.

The principal object of an alcohol-free zone is to prevent disorderly behaviour
caused by the consumption of alcohol in public areas in order to improve public
safety. Alcohol-free zones are an early intervention measure to prevent the
escalation of irresponsible street drinking to incidents involving serious crime.

An AFZ prohibits the consumption of alcohol in public areas within the
designated area. It will include all public roadways, footpaths and laneways
within the village of Enngonia.

Council will undertake a consultation process in relation to this proposal. If the
establishment of the AFZ is found to be warranted, Council will, by way of
resolution and close adherence to strict guidelines, establish the proposed
zone.

Alcohol-free zones can also be varied or suspended for special circumstances
with the approval of Council’s General Manager.

1 Reasons to Support an Alcohol-Free Zone

The irresponsible consumption of alcohol on public roadways, footpaths and
laneways can compromise their safe use by members of the public.

Whilst AFZ have not been proven to effectively reduce rate/number of
recorded alcohol related anti-social behaviour and serious alcohol related
crimes in a location, they provide social and community safety benefits and
are of value when used as part of a broader strategy to address irresponsible
alcohol consumption in public spaces.

Promotion of public safety - AFZ can assist in creating a sense of safety for
public streets and can in turn contribute to local economic vitality.

A proven management tool for local police - NSW Police have primary
responsibility for enforcement of AFZs, and who have consistently supported
the continued use of AFZ regulated areas.



The Central North Police District have always remained fully supportive of the
operation of the AFZ in Enngonia. The zone is a valuable tool for Police to
maintain the peace and good order of public places by utilizing the powers
under the Local Government Act 1993.

Council has no objections to the responsible consumption of alcohol,
unfortunately, alcohol can be associated with crime, violence, anti-social and
offensive behavior. This can lead to assaults, property damage and excessive
noise which may affect the community.

Alcohol-free Zones are essentially a short-term measure as they operate for a
defined period. Council now proposes that the zone be re-established for a
period of four (4) years.

2 Location of the Alcohol-Free Zone

The Alcohol-Free Zone (AFZ) is proposed for all public roadways, footpaths and
laneways within the village of Enngonia. All public roadways, footpaths and
laneways within this area will be designated as alcohol free. Private land will
not, and cannot, be included in the proposal.

3 Duration of an Alcohol-Free Zone

Once established, an AFZ operates 24 hours a day. The maximum period an
AFZ may be established is for four (4) years. Bourke Shire Council is proposing
to establish the zone for a period of four (4) years, from 1 November 2026 until
31 October 2030.

The zone will not operate until Council has completed the consultation process,
the proposal is adopted by Council by way of a resolution, the appropriate
signage is erected and a notice in relation to the proposed zone has been given
in the local newspaper, The Western Herald.

4 Consultation with the NSW Police

In preparing this proposal, Bourke Shire Council reached out to the Licensing
Officer at Central North Police District and are awaiting their feedback.

NSW Police has previously been fully supportive of the area proposed to be
designated as an AFZ.

5 Council Consultation with Interested Parties

Council is required to undertake a public consultation process in relation to the
proposal.



A notice will be published in The Western Herald on 23 July 2026 calling for
comments and inviting objections from the public, within 30 days from the date
of publication.

Copies of this proposal will also be sent to the following organisations:

Central North Police District

Enngonia Police Station

Liquor Licensees within Enngonia
Murrawarri Local Aboriginal Land Council

After complying with the necessary procedures, Council may establish the
proposed alcohol-free zone. All parties advised initially of the proposal, will be
advised in writing and informed. A further notice will be placed in The
Western Herald, advising the community of the establishment of the zone.

The proposed alcohol-free zone will not operate until seven (7) days after the
publication of the notice and the erection of the sighage.

Comments and objections are invited from the public in relation to this
proposal, and are to be forwarded to:

The General Manager
Bourke Shire Council
P.O Box 21

BOURKE NSW 2840

Comments will be accepted up to 4.00pm on Monday 24 August 2026.
Dwayne Willoughby
MANAGER, PLANNING, REGULATORY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES



Proposed Alcohol-Free Zone Map of Enngonia

penc 5T

cranpER T

BELMOAE 5T

il

15 f_._.q.._m_m
1

e

paRco ST

pgRCT 5T

cowrER a

pELMORE ST

e iE 5

e

i
i

pELALIEST

1R A ST

L5 OB Zl i,

powPER 8T

pELMORE 57

e

BOURRE S

s

waRRERO ST

e

_—

poonfe ¥




