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Unsealed Local Roads

One of the most frequent issues raised with Council is the condition of the Shire’s unsealed local road
network. Given the area of Bourke Shire and the importance of local roads, | am sure that residents,
primary producers, businesses and visitors, all understand Councils maintenance predicament.

Council maintains approximately 1,816 kilometres of unsealed local roads across our vast 43,000 square
kilometre Shire. In the 2025/2026 Budget, it has only been possible to allocate $1,235,500 to unsealed
road maintenance, noting that Council‘s estimated Rate Income in 2025/2026 is $2,074,000. This road
maintenance funding allocation unfortunately only equates to some $680 per kilometre to undertake
unsealed road maintenance for a year. The limited availability of funds means that Council must
carefully prioritise its works and direct resources to those roads with the greatest need.

Maintaining such an extensive network has become increasingly difficult. Changes to State and Federal
funding arrangements mean that, unless a major weather event receives a Natural Disaster Declaration,
councils are generally expected to fund repairs from their own budgets. Weather conditions, heavy
vehicle movements and the sheer size of the network significantly influence when and where
maintenance can occur, and planned works are sometimes delayed by rainfall or flooding.

Council continues to pursue external funding opportunities and has been very successful in securing
grants for the sealing and upgrading of both Regional and rural local roads. Improving the long-term
condition and resilience of the network remains a priority.

Council officers have recently become aware of unauthorised grading works being carried out on local
roads by adjoining landowners. While these works were no doubt well-intentioned, it is important to
emphasise that public roads are Council-controlled assets and must not be maintained, graded or
altered without Council’s prior approval.

Road maintenance is a specialised activity that involves far more than simply smoothing the surface. It
affects drainage, road geometry, long-term asset performance, public safety and Council’s legal
responsibilities as the road authority. Unauthorised works can unintentionally create hazards, damage
the road, compromise future maintenance programs and increase costs for the wider community.

For these reasons, Council cannot support private individuals undertaking maintenance activities within
public roads or road reserves, regardless of their intentions.

Where residents or landowners have concerns about road conditions, please report the issues directly
to Council so that the road can be inspected, assessed and prioritised as part of Council’s road
maintenance program.



Great Western Highway

The recent announcement by the NSW Government that a contractor has been appointed to deliver a
new crossing at Mitchells Causeway at Victoria Pass is welcome news for communities across western
NSW. Whilst the closure of the Great Western Highway east of Lithgow has presented significant
challenges over the past several months, there is now a clearer pathway towards restoring this vital
transport connection.

The closure, which occurred in March following the discovery of severe structural stress fractures and
ground movement beneath the 200-year-old convict-built causeway, has highlighted just how critical
the Great Western Highway is to regional NSW. It is more than simply a road—it is the primary link
connecting our western communities with Sydney and the rest of the state.

The NSW Government has advised that “Seymour Whyte” has been appointed to construct a new, more
durable bridge structure over the existing Mitchells Causeway. Extensive geotechnical investigations
have confirmed that the underlying bedrock remains stable, allowing engineers to design a solution that
strengthens the crossing while preserving the historic causeway beneath. Major construction has now
commenced, with the highway anticipated “to reopen during the second quarter of next year.”

While many in our region would have preferred a quicker resolution, it is reassuring that the time taken
to date has been used to properly understand the cause of the failure and develop a long-term
engineering solution capable of hopefully serving the region for decades to come. The new crossing has
been designed to accommodate a future additional lane of traffic.

The impacts of the closure have extended far beyond the Blue Mountains and Lithgow. Businesses
across the Central West have experienced reduced visitation, with news reports indicating tourism
numbers in Dubbo fell by almost 46 per cent during April. Bourke has experienced similar declines, with
fewer visitors travelling through our region and local businesses continuing to feel the effects of the
ongoing disruption.

While the road will remain closed for many more months, this announcement finally provides some
certainty for businesses, residents, visitors and those of us who are just travelling through on their way
to and from the Sydney basin. Council looks forward to receiving regular progress updates as
construction proceeds and, most importantly, to the day when this critical transport corridor is safely
reopened, restoring confidence and connectivity across regional NSW.

NAIDOC Week

This week, communities across Australia are celebrating NAIDOC Week, an annual opportunity to
recognise and celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples. Held each year during the first full week of July, NAIDOC Week encourages all Australians to
learn more about First Nations cultures and histories while celebrating the world’s oldest continuing
living cultures.

In Bourke, NAIDOC Week celebrations commenced on Sunday 5 July and continue through to Saturday
11 July. This year’s national theme, “Fifty Years of Deadly,” marks the 50th anniversary of NAIDOC Week
celebrations and honours the people who have shaped and strengthened the movement over the past
five decades.

According to the Macquarie Dictionary, the term deadly was adopted into Aboriginal English during the
1970s, where it evolved into a deeply positive expression meaning excellent, outstanding or impressive.



The 2026 theme celebrates not only this uniquely Aboriginal expression, but also the Elders, community
leaders, artists, organisers and countless volunteers whose commitment has ensured that Aboriginal
culture, history and identity continue to be recognised and celebrated across Australia.

Bourke’s NAIDOC program has once again showcased the strength and vibrancy of our community.
Events already held have included the NAIDOC March and Official Opening Ceremony, Kids and Youth
Activities, the Women’s Breakfast, the On Country Flag Raising Ceremony and the Family Fun Day, all of
which have been well supported.

Celebrations continue throughout the remainder of the week with the Men’s Breakfast, the ANZAC
Indigenous Remembrance Ceremony, the Seniors Luncheon and Elders Cruise on the Jandra to be held
today. On Friday, signage recognising Bourke’s Aboriginal Fringe Camps will be officially unveiled at
Darling Park, followed by a Kids Disco at the PCYC and live entertainment by the Yellowbelly Band at the
Port of Bourke. The week’s celebrations conclude on Saturday with the A Days Bowl Event at the Bourke
Bowling Club before the Disco Divas bring NAIDOC Week to a close that evening.

Congratulations to everyone who has contributed to making this year’s celebrations such a success. On
behalf of Bourke Shire Council, | thank the Bourke NAIDOC Committee and all those who have played a
part in delivering another outstanding NAIDOC Week.

Quote: “You either die a hero or you live long enough to see yourself become the villain.” -
Screenwriter Jonathon Nolan.



