
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Ronny Gibbs Sevens Dinner 
 
For three (3) decades, the Ronny Gibbs Sevens has been one of Bourke’s most successful and enduring 
sporting events, bringing together young people from across far western New South Wales to enjoy 
rugby league, netball, friendship and healthy competition. This year marks the tournament’s 30th 
anniversary—a significant milestone worthy of celebration. 
 
To recognise this achievement, the Far West Academy of Sport is hosting a special “30 Years of the 
Ronny Gibbs 7s Dinner” on Wednesday, 26 August 2026, commencing at 6.30 pm in the Bourke Bowling 
Club Auditorium. 
 
The evening will celebrate not only the remarkable success of the tournament, but also the contribution 
of Ronny Gibbs himself. A proud Bourke local and former NSWRL premiership-winning rugby league 
player, Ronny has devoted much of his life since retiring from the game to creating sporting 
opportunities for young people throughout western New South Wales. His vision and commitment have 
helped shape many aspiring athletes while strengthening community connections across the region. 
 
Special guests for the evening include Ronny’s former Manly Sea Eagles team mate, Cliff Lyons; Head 
Coach of the Women's Indigenous All Stars team, Jessica Skinner; former top jockey, Allan Robinson; 
and the ever-popular Pooka the Clown. Guests can also look forward to entertainment, lucky door 
prizes, raffles, auctions, a 100 Club and dinner. 
 
If you have been involved with the tournament over the years—as a player, coach, volunteer, parent or 
supporter—or simply appreciate what it has contributed to our community, I encourage you to get 
along and be part of this special celebration of one of Bourke’s great sporting success stories. 
 
Adult tickets are $50 a head, plus a $1 booking fee, with tickets available at the following link: 
https://www.123tix.com.au/events/53907/ronny-gibbs-7s-30-years-dinner 
 
Bird Flu 
 
Australia’s first case of H5N1 avian influenza (bird flu) was initially detected in Western Australia in late 
June 2026.  
 
As I write this, the number of positive detections now totals six (6) with a total of four (4) detections 
confirmed by the CSRIO’s Australian Centre for Disease Preparedness (ACDP) in Western Australia, one 
in South Australia along with a deceased Giant Petrel bird that was found near Hawks Nest at Port 
Stephens in NSW. The Hawks Nest discovery marked the first wild migratory seabird in NSW to return a 
suspect positive result for H5 bird flu.  
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Migratory birds have the potential to spread the virus across Australia. Given this, and whilst there is no 
cause for alarm, remaining vigilant and reporting suspected cases early is an important part of 
protecting our local environment, wildlife and agricultural industries. 
 
Here in the Bourke region, we are fortunate to have an abundance of native birdlife along the Darling 
River, wetlands and floodplains. Waterbirds such as pelicans, ducks, ibis, herons and egrets, along with 
birds of prey including eagles, hawks and kites, are a familiar sight. Keeping an eye on the health of 
these birds can help detect disease early. 
 
Signs of H5 bird flu can include sudden death, lethargy, reluctance to eat or drink, ruffled feathers, 
swelling of the head or limbs, bruising of the comb, wattle or feet, respiratory symptoms such as panting 
or sneezing, diarrhoea, and neurological signs such as tremors, poor coordination or an inability to 
stand. 
 
If you observe a group of five or more sick or dead wild birds of any species, or even a smaller number of 
sick or dead waterbirds or birds of prey, do not touch or handle them. Instead, record the time, date 
and exact location and, if it is safe to do so, take photographs to assist authorities. 
 
Suspected cases should be reported immediately by calling the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline 
on 1800 675 888. H5 bird flu can only be confirmed through laboratory testing by a veterinarian or 
trained government officer. 
 
By staying informed, remaining vigilant and reporting any suspected cases promptly, we can all help 
protect Bourke’s unique wildlife, our livestock industries and our community. 
 
The message from the NSW Government is clear: 
 
Avoid: contact with sick or dead wildlife and their environment. 

Record: the date, time, location and take a photo (only if it is safe to do so).
 

Report: multiple sick or dead birds or other animal via the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 
675 888 
 
Primary Producers 
 
From 1 July 2026, the NSW Government has simplified the eligibility requirements for the Primary 
Producer Vehicle Registration Concession. The previous rule required farmers to earn at least 50 per 
cent of their income from primary production.  
 
This rule has been removed with eligibility now based on meeting the Australian Taxation Office’s 
definition of a primary production business. For local producers, this is a positive change that should 
make applying for the concession more straightforward. 
 
The concession can significantly reduce the cost of registering eligible vehicles used for farming 
activities, including transporting your own produce, carrying goods for your farming business or clearing 
land for primary production. Both light and heavy vehicles may qualify, depending on how they’re used. 
 
It’s worth noting that the concession is intended for genuine primary producers. Businesses that 
transport other people’s produce for hire or reward, as well as vehicles used for leasing, hiring or 
commercial transport services, are not eligible. 
 

tel:1800%20675%20888


If you’re applying for a new registration, transferring registration or changing a vehicle to primary 
producer registration, you’ll need to complete a Declaration of Eligibility and provide supporting 
documentation from your registered accountant or tax agent confirming you meet the requirements. If 
your circumstances change and you no longer qualify, you must notify Service NSW within 14 days. 
 
If you think these changes may apply to you, I encourage you to check the updated eligibility 
requirements which are available at: https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-transport/vehicle-
registration/fees-concessions-and-forms/primary-producer-registration-concessions 
 
Alternatively if you have questions about the new eligibility requirements or the application process, 
you’re welcome to call into Council’s main office in Mitchell Street Bourke, where Council hosts a 
Service NSW kiosk, where staff will be happy to assist with your enquiry and help point you in the right 
direction. 
 
Socceroos 
 
I felt rather deflated after watching the Socceroos go down to Egypt in a penalty shoot-out, after the 
teams were dead locked at a goal apiece at full time. Win or lose, I have never liked penalty shoot 
outs. After 90 minutes of regular time (along with any amount of injury time) and 30 minutes of extra 
time, which has involved teamwork, tactics, and effort, the result generally then depends on luck and 
pressure instead of overall team performance across the entire match. Just keep playing till there is a 
genuine goal is my view. 
 
I was disappointed, though not necessarily surprised, to read that one of the US players will start for the 
host country in their round-of-16 clash with Belgium after having his one-match ban suspended for a 
year. This occurred after US President, Donald Trump, reportedly asked the Fédération Internationale de 
Football Association (FIFA) to review the players ban. Now I see that England are considering their 
options in respect of a player who received a red card/one match ban. FIFA would appear to have dug 
themselves a fair sized hole in acceding to the President’s request and as they say, “What’s fair for one 
is fair for the other.”   
 
Quote: "You can't go back and change the beginning, but you can start where you are and change the 
ending." – C S Lewis, British Author. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 



 

 

 


