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Discussions with NSW Premier

One of the privileges of my role is the opportunity to advocate directly for our community. On Thursday,
16 July 2026, Bourke Shire Mayor, Councillor Lachlan Ford, and | joined with the mayors and general
managers from Brewarrina, Walgett and Coonamble councils in Brewarrina for a roundtable discussion
with NSW Premier, the Hon Chris Minns, MP.

Facilitated by our local Member, Roy Butler MP, the purpose of the meeting was straightforward but
significant — to have an honest conversation about the challenges facing our young people and the need
for better, more coordinated support to help them build positive futures.

These issues are not unique to Bourke, but they are very real for our community. While there is no
single solution to youth disengagement or youth crime, there was strong agreement around the table
that lasting change will only come through community-led initiatives that focus on prevention, early
intervention and providing meaningful opportunities for young people.

As the Member for Barwon, Roy Butler has been a strong advocate for western communities, working to
ensure that the voices of Bourke, Brewarrina, Walgett and Coonamble are heard in Sydney. The
roundtable was an opportunity for local leaders to speak openly with the Premier about what is
working, where the gaps exist and how government can better support locally designed solutions.

One of the encouraging aspects of the discussion was the recognition that communities themselves are
best placed to identify their own priorities. The proposal for a comprehensive review of youth services,
along with greater collaboration between government agencies, councils, Aboriginal organisations and
community groups, has the potential to deliver more effective and coordinated outcomes. There was
also discussion around innovative, place-based programs that could provide young people with
additional support and opportunities before they become entrenched in the justice system.

The meeting also reflected on the success of the summer youth activities funded through the Premier’s
Office earlier this year. Those programs gave many local young people safe, enjoyable and positive
activities during the school holidays and demonstrated what can be achieved when governments invest
in local communities and trust them to deliver.

While there is still much work to do, the Premier’s willingness to come to our region and hear directly
from local communities is an encouraging step. Bourke Shire Council remains committed to working
collaboratively with our neighbouring councils, community organisations and all levels of government to
advocate for practical, long-term solutions that support our young people, strengthen families and help
build an even safer and more connected Bourke.



AusAlert

Next Tuesday, 27 July 2026 at 2.00pm, mobile phones in Bourke will, hopefully, emit a siren sound as
part of a national trial of Australia’s new emergency warning system called AusAlert. Set to launch
across Australia in October 2026, AusAlert seeks to provide another important way to keep communities
informed during emergencies.

Developed in response to recommendations from the 2020 Royal Commission into National Natural
Disaster Arrangements, AusAlert uses modern cell-broadcast technology to send emergency warnings
directly to compatible mobile phones, tablets and smart watches located within an affected area.

Unlike traditional SMS alerts, AusAlert broadcasts a message from nearby 4G and 5G mobile towers to
all compatible devices in range at the same time. This means warnings can be delivered almost instantly,
helping people receive critical information quickly so they can take action to protect themselves, their
families and their property.

AusAlert will be used by state and territory emergency services for local and regional emergencies, while
the Australian Government can send alerts during nationally significant events. Messages may be issued
for hazards such as bushfires, floods, severe storms and other major emergencies.

The system is designed for everyone in Australia, with information and resources available to support
older Australians, people living with disability, First Nations communities, young people and people
from diverse cultural backgrounds.

For regional communities such as Bourke, where timely information can make a significant difference
during emergencies, AusAlert will become an important addition to Australia’s emergency warning
network, helping keep residents informed and prepared when it matters most.

Parkrun

Twenty-one runners participated in the Bourke Parkrun held at the Renshaw Racecourse on Saturday
morning, 11 July 2026. This included 13 visitors to Bourke. It was wonderful to welcome so many
travellers and to share our town with people from different parts of Australia. One of the great
strengths of Parkrun is the opportunity that it provides for locals and visitors to connect, exchange
stories and experiences, and learn from one another.

Among the visitors was an inspiring group of endurance runners undertaking the “Darling River Run.”
Led by organiser, Guy, the team included Michael, Riccardo, Christy and Peter. Their running challenge is
extraordinary—they are running more than 600 kilometres along the Darling River corridor in
approximately 12 days.

What made their visit even more remarkable was that they had already completed a 22-kilometre run
into Bourke before arriving at the Racecourse. They then joined our local parkrun to complete the 5-
kilometre course before continuing their journey towards Louth. Their energy, determination and
positive attitude were admired by everyone who met them.

Guy is no stranger to endurance challenges, having completed some remarkable feats, including running
across Australia, traversing the Simpson Desert, and running every street in Brisbane—an achievement
that took almost six years and covered nearly 14,000 streets and approximately 14,000 kilometres.
Hearing about these experiences firsthand was both inspiring and a reminder of what can be achieved
through dedication and perseverance.



This diversity of visitors is what makes the Bourke Racecourse Parkrun so special. Every week brings new
stories, different backgrounds and fresh experiences. Visitors learn about Bourke, our community and
our unique part of Australia, while locals enjoy meeting people from across the country and beyond.
These encounters create connections that often extend well beyond a Saturday morning.

Parkrun is a global movement held every Saturday morning in participating towns and cities around the
world. Bourke has proudly hosted its own parkrun since 2018, thanks to a small but dedicated team of
volunteers who ensure the event runs smoothly each week.

If you're looking for a great way to start your weekend, come along to Bourke Racecourse Parkrun at
8.00 am every Saturday. It’s free, friendly and open to people of all ages and abilities. Whether you
choose to walk, jog, run or volunteer, everyone is welcome.

| caught a small piece of the recent State Memorial Service at the Sydney Opera House for the late
Professor Richard Scolyer. | was struck by the mention that he had completed 283 parkruns. It was
another reminder of the important role parkrun played in his life and of the way it brings people
together through health, friendship and community. Having now completed 133 parkruns myself, | hope
to one day reach that remarkable milestone—a small personal tribute to an extraordinary Australian.

Quote: “ Some of the stuff that’s been written and said, come on. Hopefully these blokes might have a
decent look at themselves.” — NSW State of Origin Coach, Laurie Daley, squaring up with some in the
media who previously launched personal attacks on his coaching ability. Go Laurie.



