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Sydney Toll Charges

If you are heading to Sydney and planning to utilise at least one of the myriad of toll roads in our state’s
capital city, you should be aware of changes that have been made for users of the state’s unpaid toll
process that commenced in July 2026.

Designed to apparently make paying tolls simpler, reduce extra charges and encourage motorists to pay
outstanding tolls sooner, failure to pay a toll can still come with an expensive sting.

One of the biggest changes announced is the removal of a toll notice administration fee for unpaid tolls
incurred from early July 2026. Previously, motorists who travelled on a toll road without a tag or pass
could face administration fees on top of the toll itself. Whilst those fees are being phased out, video
matching fees still apply, and drivers who ignore unpaid tolls still receive fines and face debt recovery
action.

Another significant change is the move to digital communication. Instead of waiting for a letter in the
mail, drivers with an email address or mobile number linked to their vehicle registration will receive
reminders by email and SMS. Email reminders began rolling out in July, with SMS notifications to follow.

Under the new process, motorists who use a toll road without paying will receive an electronic Unpaid
Toll Reminder within two to three days of travel. If the toll remains unpaid after more than eight days, a
Toll Payment Demand will be issued. Unlike the previous system, fines for unpaid tolls will now be
issued more quickly if payment is not made.

For Bourke residents who only occasionally travel to Sydney and may not have an electronic toll tag or
account, it is important to pay tolls promptly after travelling and to ensure vehicle registration details
with Service NSW, including an email address and mobile number, are up to date. Doing so will help
ensure reminders are received quickly and reduce the risk of expensive penalties for unpaid tolls.

Full details regarding the E-Toll process are available at: https://www.myetoll.transport.nsw.gov.au
Sportin July

If there is one month on the annual sporting calendar that delivers, it must be July. Regardless of
whether you’re an armchair expert, a weekend player or someone who simply enjoys watching the

worlds best compete, July 2026 has certainly been a big month in terms of sport.

For rugby league fans, the State of Origin series reached its thrilling conclusion, with New South Wales
achieving interstate bragging rights, for at least the next 12 months. Add to that the Origin effected



schedule of NRL matches as clubs push towards the finals, there has been no shortage of rugby league
to keep supporters entertained.

Soccer fans have had their eyes firmly fixed on the FIFA World Cup, with the world’s biggest sporting
event reaching its finality, with Argentina and Spain being the last two sides standing as they chase the
ultimate prize. The drama that only World Cup football can deliver has certainly been on display. Talking
of World Cup drama, | caught sight of a banner that the Argentinian players unfurled after their defeat
of England which read, “Las Malvinas son Argentinas”. The TV commentators were good enough to
translate the Spanish words to, “The Falkland Islands are Argentinian”. The fight for the Falkland Islands,
a 74 day conflict won by England against Argentina, dates back 44 years to 1982!

Across the globe, the famous grass courts of Wimbledon provided another July highlight. Steeped in
tradition, the tournament again showcased the world’s best tennis players competing for one of sport’s
most prestigious titles, with Czech player Linda Noskova winning her first Wimbledon singles title and
Jannik Sinner successfully defending his Wimbledon title.

Rugby union has also taken centre stage in July with the Nations Championship underway. 2026 is the
inaugural Championship with 12 national teams competing. Comprising the Six Nations European teams
and six Southern Hemisphere teams, including the Wallabies, it’s a fantastic lead in to the 2027 Rugby
World Cup. At this point, | would think that France and NZ appear to be the early favourites to play for
July is one of the greatest months on the annual sporting calendar. No matter which sport you follow,
conversations during July seemed too often begin with the question, “Did you watch the game?”

2026 Census

There is a very important upcoming date that every member of our community should have marked on
their calendar. That is, Tuesday 11 August 2026.............. Census night.

The National Census is a significant undertaking, conducted every five years by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS). It is a massive logistical exercise that involves counting every person and household
across Australia. While it may seem like simply completing a form, the information collected through the
Census plays a critical role in shaping decisions that affect communities across Australia for years to
come.

For Bourke, accurate Census data matters. The information gathered helps governments determine
where funding is needed and supports decisions about local services, infrastructure, health care,
education, transport and community facilities. It helps provide a clearer picture of who we are, what our
community needs and how we can plan for the future.

The strength of the Census relies on everyone participating. Every person who is in Australia on Census
night needs to be counted, including those who are travelling, international visitors and people who
may not be at their usual place of residence. There are flexible ways to complete the Census, including
online through a computer, tablet or mobile phone.

The ABS recognises that people have different circumstances and may need different types of support
to participate. This includes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, people from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds, people experiencing homelessness, people living with disability and
older Australians who may prefer in-person assistance.



A range of support options will be available to make participation as straightforward as possible. These
include translated information, multilingual assistance, interpreting services, accessible formats such as
large-print and braille forms, online support and community-based assistance.

The Census captures the changing nature of our communities. Information collected in 2026 will help us
better understand areas such as cultural diversity, health, employment, education, migration, travel
patterns and socio-economic conditions. The first results will be released from June 2027, with further
data becoming available through to early 2028.

Here in Bourke, we know the importance of making sure our community’s voice is heard. Reliable
Census information helps ensure regional communities are visible and that decisions made at all levels
of government are based on accurate information.

| would encourage everyone across our community to take part in the 2026 Census. By completing your
Census form, you are contributing to a clearer picture of Bourke today and helping shape the services,
investment and opportunities that will support our community into the future.

From late July 2026, households will start to receive instructions on how to complete the Census. If you
need assistance, help and support options are available at: https://info.census.abs.gov.au/help

Quote: “Honourable defeat. For an Australian, it’s an oxymoron, for an Englishman it’s a tautology.” —
Often attributed to former English cricketer turned journalist, Derek Pringle.



