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The North Bourke Bridge

There has been considerable excitement in the community following the recent announcement that the
North Bourke Bridge project had been successful in receiving $5 million in grant funding under the NSW
Government’s Get NSW Active Program. Personally, | was thrilled when | read the advice and as | rang a
colleague, all | could say was “we got it, we got it!” The person | rang had no idea what | was talking
about!

With the total project cost being estimated at close to $5.9 million, this funding represents an enormous
boost for our Shire but, more importantly, for the future of the North Bourke Bridge.

Council staff, with the assistance of NSW Public Works and specialist bridge engineer Mark Tilley and his
staff, have been working towards this outcome for some time. In addition, in submitting its funding
application, Council garnered letters of support from various organisations and members of our
community. | thank these all involved for their contribution which has all been part of a successful
application.

The Mayor was particularly quick to acknowledge the announcement, writing to the NSW Minister for
Roads and Regional Transport, the Hon The Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP, to thank her and the NSW
Government for its support and for recognising the importance of this project to our community. The S5
million commitment from the NSW Government is a significant investment in Bourke, and Council is
most appreciative of the support provided by Transport for NSW and the Minister.

For many people in Bourke, this announcement will also bring back memories of the events of late 2024,
when Council was required to remove the timber approaches to the bridge because of significant safety
concerns. This was not a decision that Council took lightly.

There was considerable concern in the community, at the time, that the removal of the approaches
were the “beginning of the end” for the 1883 constructed bridge. | understand why many people were
disappointed to see the approaches removed, with the timber approaches having being part of the
bridge for many years and had become a familiar and much-loved feature of the crossing.

Unfortunately however, the reality was that the approaches had reached a point where safety had to
come first. Council had a responsibility to act, and the removal of the approaches was necessary to
protect the community.

Importantly, the intention was never to simply walk away from the bridge, with the investigations
undertaken as part of the overall restoration project revealing that the steel sections of the bridge itself
were in near perfect condition. This includes the piers in the river bed which were examined by
professional divers.



The project will see new concrete approaches constructed to the bridge, along with the associated
shared path infrastructure. Unlike the previous timber approaches, the new concrete structures will
provide a durable, long-term solution and will service the bridge and the community well into the
future.

For me, one of the most pleasing aspects of this announcement is that it provides a positive way
forward in respect of the bridge. It means as a community we can now look forward to seeing new,
strong and durable approaches constructed and the North Bourke Bridge once again playing an
important role in connecting our community and providing an important active transport connection for
many years to come.

Motor Neurone Disease

Motor Neurone Disease (MND) is a currently incurable disease that often begins with weakness of the
muscles in the hands, feet or voice. However, it can begin in different parts of the body and progress in
different ways, at different rates. As the disease progresses, people living with MND become
increasingly disabled. Life expectancy following diagnosis is generally limited to one (1) to five (5) years,
although around 10 per cent of people with MND live for 10 years or more.

In recent times, the impact of MND has been brought to the attention of the wider Australian public
through the MND experiences of high-profile sportsmen, including the late Neil Danaher and, more
recently, NRL footballer Jai Arrow.

There are countless people who go above and beyond to raise awareness and funds for MND research
and to support those living with the disease. The same can be said for many diseases that occur. Today
however, | would like to share two stories involving MND.

The first is that of an 82-year-old man by the name of Bob Montgomery. This man spent years cycling
‘here there and everywhere’ to raise awareness of MND and encourage others to support the cause.

In recent months, Bob and his 18-year-old grandson, Tom, undertook a cycling journey of some 5,000
kilometres, travelling from Broome to Bowral, stopping at communities along the way to speak with
people about MND and the importance of supporting those affected by the disease. His elderly wife
drove the support vehicle during this journey.

Their efforts raised more than $85,000, with the funds raised helping to support people living with MND
by providing essential equipment, rapid-response services and practical assistance to families dealing
with the enormous challenges the disease brings.

A few Sundays ago, Bob and Tom reached Bowral, completed their journey. The pair then continued on
for a further 150 kilometres from Bowral to Sydney, where they were met by friends, family, supporters
and Jai Arrow, who all celebrated and acknowledged the amazing achievement.

However, whilst driving back to Bowral that Sunday evening, Bob suffered a medical episode and passed
away. | didn’t know Bob Montgomery, however, his story certainly touched me and he was obviously a
remarkable man.

The second story is closer to home.

Scott Gladman is a lifelong regional Australian — a family man, farm manager and community leader
whose life has been shaped by hard work, resilience and a commitment to his community. He also spent



decades competing at the highest level in Australian Rules football, playing more than 500 A-grade
games, while remaining active well into his 60s.

Scott is not a regular swimmer, which makes his next challenge all the more extraordinary.

Beginning in September, he plans to attempt something that, to the best of his knowledge, has never
been done before, and that is swimming the entire length of the Darling River — approximately 1,650
kilometres — to raise awareness and funds for MND and Parkinson’s disease.

As part of his three-month journey, Scott will swim through the Bourke Shire as he covers approximately
16 kilometres each day.

Any assistance that can be provided to Scott would be greatly appreciated. This could include local
knowledge, access to suitable land along the Darling River for camping, or simply people willing to
support and encourage Scott along the way. Every bit of assistance will be greatly valued.

If you can help Scott with his journey, please give him a call on 0400 177 184.

August Council Meeting

A reminder that the August 2026 Council meeting will be held commencing 10.15am on Monday 24
August 2026 in the Council Chambers located at 29 Mitchell St, Bourke. All are welcome to attend.
Alternatively, the meeting will be lived streamed with access available on the homepage of Councils web

site, being: https:// bourke.nsw.gov.au

Quote: “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give." — Former British
Prime Minister, Sir Winston Churchill.



