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Support for Local Carers — Free Information Day

Caring for a family member or friend is one of the most important jobs there is — and it can be one of
the toughest. Whether it's looking after someone with a disability, a medical condition, a mental iliness,
or an elderly loved one who needs extra help, unpaid carers give so much of themselves, often without
knowing what support is out there for them.

Carer Gateway is a free Australian Government program designed specifically to support unpaid carers.
The program offers a range of services at no cost, including phone and in-person counselling, tailored
support packages (covering things like equipment, transport, or planned respite), emergency respite
care, self-guided coaching and skill-building courses, and peer support groups, both online and local.
To help spread the word, the Carer Gateway team is holding a free BBQ information day right here in
Bourke today. Apologies for the late notice.

When: Thursday, 3 September 2026

Where: Bourke Men's Shed, 17A Mitchell Street, Bourke
Time: 11.30am —2.00pm

RSVP: Not needed — just come along and say hello!

This is a great opportunity to meet the Carer Gateway team face-to-face, enjoy a free sausage sizzle, and
find out exactly what support is available to you or someone you know. You don't need to be an official
"carer" in any formal sense — if you're looking after a family member or friend, this applies to you.

If you can't make it along but you would like to find out more, you can call Carer Gateway directly on
1800 422 737.

2028 Total Solar Eclipse Planning

On 12 August 2026, a total solar eclipse proceeded from North Siberia throughout the Arctic Region,
Iceland, the eastern Atlantic to Spain, and the Mediterranean, with news reports of the phenomenon
being spread across the world. The point of greatest duration of the 2026 eclipse was 45 km off the
western coast of Iceland where the totality lasted 2 minutes and 18.2 seconds.

On Saturday, 22 July 2028, Australia will experience a total eclipse, with Bourke being
recognised as one of Australia's premier viewing locations as it experiences one of the
mainland’s longest periods of totality and almost three hours of eclipse viewing.

According to tracking data and astronomical maps, the eclipse will unfold in the early
afternoon of 22 July 2028 at Bourke, as follows:



e 12:27 pm —The partial eclipse begins as the moon first edges across the sun.

e 1:50 pm — Totality begins, plunging the Bourke landscape into darkness.

e 1.52 pm — Maximum eclipse occurs, with the sun positioned 36 degrees above the horizon.
e 1.54 pm — After approximately 4 minutes, totality ends as the sun begins to emerge

e 3:09 pm — The partial eclipse ends completely.

Bourke will actually experience 4 minutes and 5 seconds of complete totality, nearly
double the period of totality that was recently experienced in Iceland. Given this period
of totality, and with July historically providing a very high chance of clear skies, it is easy
to understand why Bourke is expected to attract significant national and international
visitation for the event.

Early interest is already being received from travellers, tour operators and
accommodation providers with several local businesses having reported enquiries and
advance bookings for camping and viewing sites for the total eclipse. Planning and
promotion will continue over the next two years to encourage visitors to stay longer and
experience Bourke and its villages.

Murray Darling Association Conference

Bourke Shire Mayor, Clr Lachlan Ford, and | recently travelled to Shepparton in Victoria to attend the
Murray Darling Association's (MDA) 2026 National Conference. In the company of mayors, councillors,
council staff and senior Commonwealth and State officials from right across the Basin — we were all
grappling with the same question: what does a genuinely working Murray-Darling Basin look like, and
how do communities like ours help shape it?

This year's theme, "Working Together for our Basin's Future", couldn't have been timelier. With the
Basin Plan Review well underway and the Water Act Review on the horizon, the conference drew on
more than 700 submissions made to Government and the Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) on
how to strike the right balance between social, economic and environmental outcomes across the Basin.
For a council like ours, sitting on the Darling-Baaka at the northern edge of the system, attendance at
this conference matters enormously.

Conference Day One opened with a Welcome to Country and addresses from Mayor Shane Sali of
Greater Shepparton and MDA National President, Cr Shari Blumer from Griffith City Council, before
moving into a Commonwealth Panel featuring the MDBA's Executive Director of Basin Plan; the
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder; and the Deputy Reviewer of the Water Act Review.
Sessions through the day tackled the Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment Mechanism reconciliation
and its shortfalls, water security and catchment governance, and included discussions regarding the
Basin SCALE declaration — a collaborative statement towards a sustainable and productive Basin. The
Hon. Michael McCormack MP, Shadow Minister for Water, also addressed delegates on the Coalition's
outlook for the sector.

Day Two turned to Carp, Native Fish and Water Quality, with panellists from Charles Sturt University;
the Victorian Fisheries Authority and Invasive Species Research and Development examining invasive
species research and discussing what's working and where the barriers remain. This was followed by a
session on Basin Community Security and Industry Socioeconomics, where perspectives from irrigators,
river-based tourism operators and agribusiness were weighed against Basin community security more
broadly. The conference closed with the MDA Annual General Meeting, where delegates considered
motions and position statements that will set the Association's agenda for the year ahead.



What struck me most was how consistently our challenges — water security, the health of the river
system, and the flow-on effects for local economies — are replicated right across the Basin.

Farm Stays

Our farm and station stays are becoming an increasingly important part of Bourke Shire's tourism
offering, and it's a trend I'm proud to see continuing.

Properties like Trilby, Rose Isle, Lower Lila, Dunlop and Alambie give visitors another accommodation
option — and just as importantly, another reason to extend their stay in our Shire. These operators offer
something visitors simply can't get elsewhere: a genuine taste of life on the land, time spent along the
Darling or Warrego Rivers, wide-open outback spaces, and the kind of authentic hospitality that stays
with people long after they've headed home.

Every extra night a visitor spends in the Shire has a real flow-on effect across our community. It might
mean another meal at a local café, more fuel purchased in town, extra groceries, additional shopping, or
time spent at our attractions exploring Bourke and our surrounding villages.

Farm stays don't compete with our motels, caravan parks, pubs and other accommodation providers —
they complement them, giving visitors a greater choice and helping to position Bourke Shire as a
destination in its own right, not just somewhere to pass through on the way elsewhere.

This is a great example of local operators playing their part in our visitor economy, helping us encourage
people to stay longer, explore further, and spend locally.

Quote: “Parents and families have the primary and enduring role in the formation of their children.”
Scots College, Sydney, in a newsletter to their community following sexual assault allegations against
college students. | don’t disagree.



