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Louth Pop-Up Session Rescheduled

Following recent wet weather which resulted in the postponement of a scheduled pop-up session at
Louth, the NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) has now
rescheduled this session, giving the Louth community an opportunity to learn about current plans for
the Fish Passage: Reconnecting the Northern Basin Project.

This pop-up session will provide an opportunity for the community to hear both the latest updates on
the project and to speak directly with a member of the DCCEEW project team. Whether you have
questions about timelines, construction, or what the work means for your part of the river, this is your
opportunity to get answers face to face. The team will also be on hand to talk through the specific plans
for the Louth weir site, which is central to the project's goal of improving fish passage and reconnecting
waterways across the Northern Basin.

The details are as follows:

Louth Pop-Up Session

Tuesday 15 September, 1.30 pm —2.30 pm
Louth Tennis Club, 30 Bloxham Street, Louth
No registration required — just drop in.

For those who can't make it in person, an online webinar will also be held, as follows:

Online Webinar

Thursday 17 September, 4 pm —5 pm, via Microsoft Teams

Registration is essential for this session. If you wish to attend, please be sure to sign up in advance to
secure your spot. To do this, go to the Fish Passage web page and scroll down to the tile, “Upcoming
community pop-up sessions” at the following address:

https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/water-infrastructure/northern-basin-
projects/northern-basin-toolkit/fish-passage

These sessions are a valuable chance for the Louth community to stay informed and have a direct say in
how this important project unfolds. | would encourage the Louth community to attend the 15
September 2026 pop-up, ask questions, and be part of the conversation.

Wanaaring Road
| couldn't be prouder to tell the Bourke community that the sealing of the final stretch of the Wanaaring
Road is now complete. Yes, you read that correctly, the road to Wanaaring is totally sealed!


https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/water-infrastructure/northern-basin-projects/northern-basin-toolkit/fish-passage
https://www.water.dcceew.nsw.gov.au/our-work/water-infrastructure/northern-basin-projects/northern-basin-toolkit/fish-passage

For those who haven't driven the road in a while, it's worth pausing on what this actually means. Almost
200 kilometres of road, once known for its boggy wet-season closures and bone-rattling corrugations in
the dry, is now sealed from Bourke all the way through to Wanaaring.

The work by Council on this road began in earnest back in 2018, building on some early sections sealed
years before that, and it has taken multiple grant rounds from both State and Federal governments,
staged construction, and a great deal of patience from residents in the west of our Shire to complete the
project.

The final 9.6 kilometres of the road was sealed last week thanks to $2.7 million in Commonwealth
funding under the Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure Program, with Council also contributing a further
$800,000 of its own funds. The Wanaaring Road project is a genuine partnership achievement, and one
that reflects a priority that Council has held and pursued since 2017.

The finalisation of the Wanaaring Road works is a tremendous achievement and | want to acknowledge
Council’s road construction crews, some of whom worked on this very road back when the first sections
were sealed. Their skill and consistency over the years is the reason this project has been delivered to
such a high standard.

For Wanaaring residents, this means reliable, year-round access, providing access to medical care, to
school, to family, to simply getting to Bourke without a second thought about the weather. For visitors,
it opens up the Corner Country in a way that wasn't possible before.

Some locals say they never expected to see this day. | understand why. It's been a long road — literally.
Congratulations are extended to everyone who have been involved in making it happen.

In coming months there will be an official opening of the sealed road. This opening will be to thank
Council’s grant funders and recognise all those who have been involved. At this point, Council is liaising
with the relevant NSW and Australian Government Ministerial offices with a view to finding a mutually
available date for the opening.

Planning Changes

This month brings an important change to how communities across NSW have their say on planning
matters —including here in Bourke Shire.

The NSW Government's new statewide Community Participation Plan has now been finalised and took
effect on Tuesday, 1 September 2026. This plan replaces more than 100 individual plans previously used
by councils and agencies across the state, including our own, with a single, standardised set of rules for
community consultation on planning matters.

The aim is simple: to make it clearer and easier for residents to understand when and how they can
have input into planning decisions that affect them. It's part of broader reforms that are seeking to
make the NSW planning system a faster and fairer process for everyone.

Some of the key changes include longer exhibition periods for big-picture strategic planning
documents—such as draft regional plans and local strategic planning statements—which will now have
a legislated minimum of 60 days for public comment. This reflects feedback that communities want a
greater say on strategic, long-term planning decisions.



At the same time the plan includes a refined list of lower-impact development types which will no
longer require formal exhibition at all, helping speed up simpler applications. These lower-impact
development types include: dwelling houses (up to two storeys); multi dwelling housing (up to 5
dwellings); secondary dwellings; farm buildings, home businesses; home industries and home
occupations — all where the development is consistent with building height and floor space ratio
controls. A full list of the development types excluded from public exhibition is available in the
Community Participation Plan on the NSW Planning website at: https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au

It's worth noting that where a development or modification application has already been lodged but not
yet determined before 1 September, it will continue to be assessed under the previous consultation
rules that applied at the time of lodgement.

Farm stays
Farm and station stays are an important and growing part of the Bourke Shire's tourism offering.

Trilby, Rose Isle, and Dunlop stations and the Lower Lila Retreat all provide visitors with another
accommodation option and, importantly, a further reason to stay longer in our Shire.

These operators showcase a different side of our region — life on the land, the Darling or Warrego
Rivers, wide-open spaces and the genuine outback hospitality that visitors remember long after they
leave.

Encouraging visitors to stay an extra day has a direct flow-on across our community. An additional night
can mean another meal purchased locally, more fuel, groceries and shopping, plus extra time spent
exploring the attractions of Bourke and our villages.

Farm stays complement our existing motels, caravan parks, pubs and accommodation businesses.
Together, they give visitors more choice and help strengthen Bourke Shire as a destination rather than
simply somewhere to pass through.

It is a great example of local operators contributing to our visitor economy and helping us encourage
people to stay longer, explore further and spend locally.

Quote: “People say you can replace it, but you can’t, you can’t replace originals and memories.”
— Bourke RSL President, Victor Bartley, following the fire which destroyed Diggers on the Darling, five
years ago on 1 September.


https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/

