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A Good Deed

From all accounts, activities surrounding the recent 30" Anniversary of the Ronny Gibbs Sevens were
first class, with all events reflecting the significant contribution Ronny Gibbs has made to Bourke, and
indeed the entire far western region of NSW.

One of Ronny's great mates is Craig Thompson, who puts on a great show as "Pooka the Clown." I'm
sure everyone knows Pooka, who was recently back in Bourke to be part of the celebrations for Ronny,
and whilst here, stayed at Kidman’s Camp.

A recent post on a Facebook page about Pooka and Tracey Simmons from Kidman Camp caught my eye,
and | thought it was worth retelling as a great example of what Bourke people "just do."

"Craig performed at the Ronny Gibbs Sevens last week, and when he left he forgot to take his performing
suit and pants out of the wardrobe. He needed them by Wednesday to wear at the Parkes Show. Craig
phoned Kidman Camp on the weekend, and they went and checked the wardrobe — the suit was still
there, but hard to see due to where it was hanging. Craig was going to drive all the way back to Bourke
and return to pick them up, but Tracey said she was coming through Dubbo and went out of her way to
find Craig's place and drop them off early in the week. That's definitely going above and beyond to help
your customers."

In this day and age, when customer service can often be a lost art, congratulations to Tracey for going
“above and beyond.” Thanks also to Craig for his ongoing support of Bourke.

Boys to Men

| recently read an address given to students by Michael Blake, the Headmaster of St Joseph's College
(Joeys) at Hunters Hill in Sydney, and it really stayed with me. As a mother whose boys were lucky
enough to go to Joeys, | have always been grateful for the experience they had there. | wasn't
necessarily looking for them to come home with a string of prizes or great marks. What mattered to me
was that they grew up to be good men — decent, respectful, kind and willing to look out for others.

After a week where students from two Sydney schools were charged with alleged sexual assault in two
separate incidents, Michael Blake's message to the boys was timely, as he challenged them to think
about the sort of men they can be for the women around them.

One line particularly stood out to me from his address: "I want every young woman who encounters a St
Joseph's College boy to be safer because you are there. Not merely safe from you — safer because of
you." That is certainly a strong measure of character.



It got me thinking about our own young people here in Bourke. We talk a lot about community, looking
after each other and giving people a fair go. Those values matter, and they are things we all have a part
in passing on. Respect starts early. It is in how we speak about women and about each other. It is about
understanding boundaries. It is knowing when something isn't funny or acceptable. And it is about
having the courage to speak up and say something when we see behaviour that isn't right.

These aren't just conversations for schools. They are conversations for all of us — parents,
grandparents, teachers, coaches, friends and, importantly, the adults that young people watch every
day. As role models, it's worth thinking about the sort of men we want our boys to become. Not perfect
men — none of us are perfect. Just good men. Men who respect women. Men who use their strength to
support rather than intimidate. Men who look out for someone who might be struggling. Men who
don't stand by when something isn't right.

Michael Blake's address was aimed at the boys at Joeys, but | think his message is one for all of us. If we
can raise young men who make the people around them feel respected, valued and safe, then we have
done something really important.

Electric Vehicles

| have previously written in this column about the growth of electric vehicle (EV) sales. August 2026 was
the first month where vehicles with a battery-electric powertrain outsold every other type of car in
Australia.

According to figures released by the Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries, 27,078 battery-electric
vehicles were sold in August, representing 24.9 per cent of the 108,760 of new vehicles sold in August.
It's the first time battery-electric vehicles have outsold both petrol-only (25,824) and diesel-only
(23,608) vehicles in a single month.

The Tesla Model Y was the best-selling vehicle in the country for the third time this year, with 6,414
units sold. Seven of the eight best-selling EV models in the country were built in China, including strong
results from BYD, Geely and Chery's Jaecoo brand.

When plug-in hybrids are included, electrified vehicles with a plug accounted for 36 per cent of the new-
car market in August. Hybrid sales also grew, up 7 per cent for the month (18,622), while plug-in hybrids
surged 171 per cent year-on-year (10,591).

Given these numbers, there is no doubt that Australia’s new-vehicle car market is undergoing a major
structural change. As additional charging infrastructure is rolled out in rural and remote areas, EV sale
numbers will continue to grow, especially given that some vehicle makers are now marketing electric
vehicles that have a range of some 800 kilometres between charges.

FOGO Exemption

Under NSW Government legislation, all councils in the State must provide households with a Food
Organics and Garden Organics (FOGO) waste service by 1 July 2030. The exception to this is where a
council can show the requirement would impose an unreasonable burden. One of the guiding principles
of the legislation is that the Government does not wish to punish anyone where access to a FOGO
service is limited or cost prohibitive.

Bourke, along with nine other far western and central-west councils, commissioned a joint report
through the Alliance of Western Councils to examine the cost of providing a FOGO service to Alliance



members. The findings were not great. Introducing a ‘green bin’ FOGO service in Bourke would require a
new truck and driver, and the need to haul the organic waste the 370 kilometres to Dubbo, being the
nearest possible processing site, for a relatively small volume of waste of some 300 tonnes a year.

The estimated annual cost for Bourke for the service would be around $400,000. For residential
ratepayers, this would add an additional $300 to the annual Domestic Waste Management Charge. This
would see Bourke’s Waste Charge move to around $650 per property. A significant cost for minimal
environmental benefit.

Given these findings, Council at its August 2026 meeting resolved to apply to the NSW Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA) for an exemption from the 2030 deadline. This isn't about avoiding the waste
practice — it's about being honest that a model designed around large population areas doesn't
translate to a small, remote community like ours.

Once the EPA responds to Council’s exemption request, a further report will be provided to Council with
a view to the community being further updated on the matter.

Quote: ”El Nifio events typically peak in summer, before weakening in the first quarter of the calendar
year." — The Bureau of Meteorology confirming that an El Nifio is underway in Australia.



