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Free Tip Weekend

Residents are reminded that the Free Tip Weekend for residential properties is on this weekend —
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th September, from 9.30am to 5.00pm both days at the Bourke Waste
Depot, located on the Cobar Road, Bourke. This is a great opportunity for residents to get rid of
unwanted household items ahead of the warmer months. Accepted items include furniture,
whitegoods, and general household refuse.

Please note that this initiative is strictly for residential properties — commercial and building waste will
not be accepted free of charge under this scheme.

A number of items are excluded from free disposal due to safe handling and environmental
requirements. These exclusions are tyres, batteries, asbestos, chemicals, liquid waste, mattresses, and
any building or commercial waste. Residents with these items should contact the Waste Depot directly
to discuss appropriate disposal options and any applicable fees.

Council encourages all residents to take advantage of this free service over the upcoming weekend to
help keep our town clean and reduce illegal dumping across the Shire.

For further information, please contact Council (Ph 6830 8000) or the Bourke Waste Depot directly.
Draft National Parks Establishment Plan

The opportunity is currently available for interested residents to have their say on the NSW
Government's newly released Draft National Parks Establishment Plan, which sets out the State's future
direction for the expansion and management of the National Parks estate.

The proliferation of National Parks across Bourke Shire, and the wider far west region, is an issue that
Council has been actively pursuing on behalf of our community for some time. In August 2025, Council
resolved a comprehensive policy position on the proliferation of National Park’s issue, reflecting long-
standing community concern about the pace and impact of the expansion in the number of National
Parks in our region.

As part of that resolution, Council wrote to both the NSW and Australian governments calling for a
moratorium on further land purchases for National Parks in the Far West until a proper business case
addressing the impact on our region is provided. Despite advice from the NSW Government that they
had no further money for additional purchases, the acquisitions continue.

Council's policy position, as determined in August 2025, calls for a halt to further land acquisitions until
existing, underutilised parks are rationalised; for lower-value park areas to be leased or sold for primary



production under practical environmental covenants; and for any future acquisitions to be evidence-
based, following rigorous scientific and cost-benefit assessment. Council has also called for increased
funding for park management, for the State Government to make equivalent financial contributions to
those required of private landholders, and for independent, peer-reviewed studies and standardised
annual public reporting on the ecological, economic and social performance of existing parks.

With the release of the Draft National Parks Establishment Plan, the NSW Government is now seeking
community feedback on its proposed approach. This is an important opportunity for residents,
landholders and the broader Far West community to make their views known directly to the
Government on an issue that, put simply, affects the future of our region.

Residents are encouraged to review the draft plan and make a submission. Details and the full draft
document are available at: haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/NPWS-est-plan

Council will certainly be making a submission and will continue to advocate strongly on behalf of the
community on this important issue.

Bourke Pool To Open

The Bourke War Memorial Olympic Pool Complex will open for the 2026/2027 swimming season
at 10am this Saturday, 26th September 2026.

Once daylight savings commences on Sunday 4 October 2026, normal operating hours will see the pool
open each Saturday and Sunday from 10.00am to 8.00pm, Monday from 3.00pm to 8.00pm, and
Tuesday to Friday from 12.00 noon to 8.00pm. The pool will also be open Monday to Friday from
6.00am to 8.00am for morning swimming.

Admission charges remain unchanged from last season. Casual general admission is $3.00 per person,
with children aged 2 years and under free of charge; school groups are $1.00 per student; with entry for
aged pensioners being free. Season tickets remain great value, with a family pass (2 adults, 2 children)
priced at $180.00, additional family members at $5.00 each, and a single person season ticket available
for a price of $65.00.

With the warmer months approaching, the Bourke War Memorial Olympic Pool Complex — featuring
the Olympic pool, children's pool and splash park — is a fantastic place for the whole family to cool off
and enjoy some outdoor recreation.

Council thanks its Pool Contractor, Scott Parnaby, and his staff, for their work preparing the facility for
another season, and looks forward to seeing residents down at the pool from this Saturday.

Mosquito Control Around the Home

With the onset of warmer weather it’s that time of the year to again issue a warning in respect of
increasing mosquito numbers in and around Bourke. Aside from being a nuisance, mosquitoes can carry
diseases such as Ross River virus and Murray Valley encephalitis so it's timely to remind residents of
some simple steps to reduce mosquito breeding around the home.

Mosquitoes need still water to breed, and it takes only a small amount for eggs to hatch and larvae to
develop. A thorough check of your property is the best place to start:



e Empty and scrub out pot plant saucers, buckets, and any containers that collect water at least
once a week. Old tyres, tarpaulins, and other rubbish that pool water should be removed or
stored under cover.

e Gutters and downpipes are a common breeding site that are often overlooked — make sure they
are clear of leaves and debris so water can drain freely. Check that rainwater tanks are properly
sealed with fitted screens on all inlets and overflows to stop mosquitoes getting in.

e Bird baths and pet water bowls should be emptied and refreshed every few days. If you have a
pond, consider stocking it with fish, which will help keep the mosquito larvae population down.
Swimming pools and spas should be properly maintained and chlorinated, and covers should not
be left pooling with water when not in use.

e Around the yard, keep grass and vegetation trimmed, as mosquitoes like to rest in cool, shaded,
overgrown areas during the day. Fly screens on doors and windows should be checked regularly
for holes and gaps to help keep mosquitoes out of the home altogether.

When outdoors, particularly around dawn and dusk when mosquitoes are most active, wearing loose,
long-sleeved clothing and using a personal insect repellent will help reduce the risk of bites.

Council also encourages residents to keep an eye on neighbouring vacant blocks and public reserves,
reporting any concerns to Council directly. Community-wide vigilance is the most effective form of
mosquito control in a town like Bourke, where the Darling River and surrounding wetlands provide ideal
breeding conditions during warmer months.

Mosquito control is very much a community effort. What happens on one property can affect the whole
street, so all residents are encouraged to take a few minutes to check their yards for potential breeding
sites.

Quote: “Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress, and working together is
success." — American Industrialist, Henry Ford.



