
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Return and Earn  
 
Council has been successful in securing funding to install Return and Earn bin baskets across town, 
giving the community an easy way to recycle eligible drink containers whilst potentially supporting local 
charities and community groups. 
 
The initiative is designed to boost waste reduction and resource recovery throughout Bourke by 
attaching accessible Return and Earn collection baskets to selected Council public rubbish bins. By 
making it simple to separate eligible containers from general rubbish, the program aims to cut the 
number of containers ending up in landfill and encourage greater community participation in recycling. 
 
Here's how it works: when residents and visitors are out and about with an empty eligible drink 
container, instead of tossing it in with the general rubbish, they can place it in the dedicated Return and 
Earn basket attached to the bin. From there, anyone passing by is welcome to collect the containers and 
take them to the Return and Earn collection point in High Street, Bourke to claim the 10 cent refund per 
container.  
 
This creates a simple, informal recycling loop that benefits the whole community. Local charities, 
sporting clubs, school groups and other community organisations are encouraged to make use of the 
baskets as an easy way to raise a little extra income, while everyday residents get a convenient option 
for doing their bit for the environment without any extra effort. 
 
Council is confident that the new bin baskets will become a familiar and well-used feature around town, 
helping to reduce litter, divert recyclable materials from general waste, and strengthen the community 
spirit that Bourke is known for. 
 
Keep an eye out for the bright Return and Earn baskets appearing on public bins around town and 
remember: every eligible container placed in a basket is one less in landfill, and one more chance for 
someone in our community to benefit. 
 
Careers Expo  
 
Council recently supported the Community and Careers Expo at Bourke High School, an event that gave 
students the chance to see, up close, the range of opportunities a career at Council can offer. 
 
Council staff set up a booth on the day, and it was fantastic for Council staff to be able to talk with 
students about what it's really like to work for Council, from operating heavy plant and machinery to 
working behind the scenes in the Council office in Mitchell Street. For many of the students, it was their 
first look inside a front-end loader or a Kenworth Prime Mover, and the excitement on their faces said it 
all. 
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A big part of any careers day is the small things that make a booth stand out, and I want to say thank 
you to the whole team who represented Council so well. Thanks to Carolyn for putting together 
Council’s show bags, and to Lilly for organising the pamphlets and posters that helped tell “the Council” 
story. Thank you also to each staff member who took the time to talk with students, answer questions, 
and show off the plant. Their input goes a long way in students leaving that expo thinking of Council 
when it is time for them to start looking for work. 
 
Careers at Council are more varied than many people realise. Beyond Council’s publicly visible roads and 
works crews, people are employed in the corporate services functions of administration, finance, human 
resources, customer service, governance and IT; in planning, environmental services and rangers; in 
economic development, tourism, libraries and communications; and right across our road infrastructure 
and works teams, including engineering, our workshop, parks and gardens, and water and wastewater. 
There really is a potential role at Council for almost every interest and skill set. 
 
The expo also opened the door to some valuable new connections. Council officers were pleased to 
meet with the School-Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships Engagement Officer from the NSW 
Department of Education's Education Pathways Program, who are keen to help Council grow its School 
Based Traineeship opportunities. Staff in Councils HR Branch are already talking with this Engagement 
Officer about running an Immersion Day at Council later this year, giving local students a hands-on tour 
of what Council does. 
 
If your family has a young person weighing up their options, I encourage you to look at Councils current 
vacancies at bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/positions-vacant/ or email Council at jobs@bourke.nsw.gov.au. 
Investing in local kids today means investing in Bourke's future. 
 
Vale - Dr Paul Roe 
 
I was saddened to hear of the recent passing of Dr Paul Roe, whose graveside service will be held at the 
Bourke Cemetery commencing at 11.00am today. A Memorial Service to celebrate Paul’s life will also be 
held at the Baptist Church in Cobra Street, Dubbo on Saturday, 3 October 2026, commencing at 2.00pm. 
 
Widely known as "The Outback Historian," Paul spent more than three decades documenting, 
preserving, and sharing the unique history of the western plains, making a lasting contribution to our 
local heritage.  
 
Paul first arrived in Bourke in the late 1980s with the Cornerstone community and over the years, his 
passion for local history grew into a lifelong pursuit. He was a founding figure in the development of 
the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre, helping to create an important cultural and tourism asset that 
continues to showcase our region’s identity to visitors from across the country. 
 
Beyond his formal research and his Doctorate from Macquarie University, Paul was a familiar voice in 
our daily lives. Many in the community will remember him through his regular history segments 
on 2WEB and his written pieces for The Western Herald. He had a distinct ability to bring the past to life, 
ensuring that the stories of early pioneers, cameleers, and local leaders were accurately recorded and 
remembered. He firmly believed that the history of Bourke was central to understanding the broader 
Australian story. 
 
On behalf of Council, I extend sincere condolences to his wife Robyn, his children, and his family. Paul’s 
dedication to preserving our past has left our community with a clearer understanding of its heritage, 
and his work will remain a valuable resource for future generations. 
 



NRL Grand Final 
 
This Sunday, the Knights and the Roosters will go head-to-head in the NRL Grand Final, and no doubt 
plenty of Bourke residents will be tuning in. 
 
It's one of those weekends where many towns, certainly across NSW and Queensland, pause to watch 
the pinnacle game of the season. Whether you're watching the game at home, at the pub, or with 
mates, the Grand Final is a welcome excuse for people to get together. 
 
This year's decider will look a little different, with the NRL confirming there will be no pre-match 
entertainment. Instead, the roughly $1 million usually spent on a headline act will go toward grassroots 
rugby league, helping kids who can't otherwise afford to play. From a regional and remote perspective, 
where junior sport often runs on a shoestring budget , every bit of support counts and I look forward to 
funding being forthcoming. 
 
Whoever you're supporting, enjoy the game and have a good long weekend. 
 
Quote: “ Everyone has the will to win, but very few have the will to prepare to win” – Vince Lombardi, 
former American Football Coach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


