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Cr Lachlan Ford and Cr Sally Davis re-elected as Mayor and Deputy Mayor

Bourke Shire Council today re-elected Councillor Lachlan Ford as Mayor, with Councillor Sally Davis re-
elected as Deputy Mayor, at its Extraordinary Meeting held this morning.

The pair, first elected to the roles in September 2024, will continue to lead Council through the
remainder of the current Council term, which comes to an end the day before the September 2028
Council elections, building on a strong record of advocacy and delivery for the Bourke Shire community.

Highlights of the previous Mayoral term included the sealing of the final section of the Wanaaring Road
and the securing of $5 million in State Government funding to restore the North Bourke Bridge. Council
has also remained active in the Far North West Joint Organisation and continued its focus of delivering
services to the community, having achieved 98 per cent of the goals set out in its 2025/2026 Delivery
Program.

Major infrastructure delivered during the initial Mayoral term included a new toilet block and upgraded
sewer system at Renshaw Oval, the Davidson Oval Amenity and Changeroom building, and a new toilet
and shower block at Fords Bridge. In addition to works on the Wanaaring Road, Council also resheeted
sections of the Burrawantie and Bourke—Wilcannia roads, and progressed water security works including
the Wanaaring town bore and the Bourke Integrated Water Cycle Management Plan. Tourism also grew
strongly, with the Back O' Bourke Tourist and Information Centre recording 44,487 visitors in
2025/2026, a 62 per cent increase on the previous year.

Speaking following the meeting, Mayor Ford said water security would remain a top priority for the term
ahead.

"Bourke's water security remains our key priority," Cr Ford said. "We will continue our engagement with
the Murray—Darling Basin Authority and the Government, participate actively in Basin leadership
forums, and advocate strongly for long-term storage solutions that protect our community's future."

Deputy Mayor Davis said continuity in leadership would help Council build on recent momentum.

"It's a privilege to continue in this role alongside Mayor Ford," Cr Davis said. "From our infrastructure
program to our water security advocacy, we're focused on delivering real outcomes for our community."
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